












Retirement Resolution 

Natural Resources Board 

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR 

Mary Hamel has provided more than twenty-four years of service to the DNR and the citizens of Wisconsin.   

Mary joined the department as a project employee working on small quantity hazardous waste generator relations, 
providing a series of workshops for businesses throughout the state on what were then new hazardous waste 
requirements.   She was hired into a permanent position in June, 1989 as an environmental specialist, working as the 
liaison to the Air Pollution Control Council. This marked the beginning of a career dedicated to environmental 
education and informing the public of their role – as well as that of the DNR – in protecting and enhancing 
Wisconsin’s natural resources.   

After joining the DNR, Mary worked to establish Pollution Prevention (P2) programs for the DNR and UW – 
Extension.  This was ground-breaking work, as P2 was a relatively new concept at that time, and was demonstrative 
of Mary’s exceptional skills as a convener and facilitator.   

Mary’s facilitation skills have since been instrumental in ensuring and increasing the public’s involvement in the 
DNR’s work.  Appointed as DNR’s citizen involvement manager in February, 1995, she led many sessions that 
enabled the public provide input on such important issues as deer management and park development, and she 
mentored numerous staff in how to ensure effective public participation.  Her commitment to ensuring the public 
was engaged and involved expanded beyond the DNR; Mary worked with experts in Australia and Canada to 
develop and deliver training in public participation that benefited many other Wisconsin state agencies, as well as 
local governments and private companies.   

In July, 2006 Mary became the DNR’s Air Quality Education Manager.  In this role, her talents as a writer and 
communicator resulted in a number of widely distributed publications that helped to educate students, teachers and 
the public about the importance of air quality.  These include: Celebrating 40 years of Cleaner Air, a publication 
and series of web-based stories highlighting improvements in air quality since the inception of the Clean Air Act; 
Creating the Right Atmosphere, which celebrates twenty years of Wisconsin’s Acid Rain Law; and Climate 
Change: A Wisconsin Activity Guide, a comprehensive guide to help teachers educate students on the affects of 
Climate Change in our state.  The latter was a runner-up for the 2009 Wisconsin Distinguished Document Award 
and has since been reproduced in Chinese by the Chinese Ministry of Environmental Protection for use in that 
country. 

Perhaps Mary’s greatest gift is that of a teacher—whether in public participation and citizen involvement classes, or 
to teachers in workshops on climate change.  She oversaw many, broader educational projects for the DNR, 
including working with Discovery World in Milwaukee to create a permanent display focusing on eco-driving and 
the use of alternative fueled vehicles.  Her ability to engage the public will be missed. 

Through her work, dedication and commitment to the environment, and to informing and engaging the public, Mary 
exemplified and instilled in those with whom she worked and interacted the Wisconsin Idea.  Thank you, Mary, for 
reminding us of this again and again. 

WHEREAS, Mary Hamel has been a conscientious and dedicated employee throughout his career and has 
earned the friendship and gratitude of his fellow employees; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Natural Resources Board at its April 2011 meeting at Madison, Wisconsin, 
recognizes such faithful service with due respect and gratitude, and hereby makes this commendation a part of its 
official records. 
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