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JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has obtained an option to purchase 131,99 acres of land from Van’s Trees, Inc. in Sauk
County in the Town of Fairfigld, Sauk County for the Pine Island Wildlife Area. The property is located in
the Town of Fairfield and is within the project boundary, abutting department ownership on all four sides.
The Natural Resources Board approved Phase 1 of this acquisition in October of 2009. If Phase 2 is
approved, the Departinent will have acquired a total of 280.19 acres at a total cost 0f $1,076,700. The
Phase 2 parcel consisting of 181.99 acres is within the project boundary and contains a mix of woodiands,
grasslands and brush. Forty-four acres are currently enrolled in the Managed Forest Law program and
there are several wetland ponds on the parcel. Acquisition of Phase 2 lands from Van’s Trees, Inc. would
provide for wildlife management, water quality protection, and reereational opportunifies and will
consolidate state ownership in the area. This parcel will provide additional public use benefits especially
for hunting, trapping, and general wildlife observation. There is a substantial metal storage building that
will be retained and used by the Department for wildlife management equipment.

Pine Island Wildlife Area was created in 1952 and has an acreage goal of 5,700 acres. It lies in the
floodplain of the Wisconsin River and Baraboo River, and ineludes several islands of the Wisconsin River,
The arca is home to many endangered species of reptile, bird and insect, as well as many more commonly
seen animals, such as whitetail deer and wild turkey. 1t is a targe wetland complex with upland grassland
savannas and wooded habitat. It was recently established as an Important Bird Area because of its
extensive grasslands.

The Department recommends acquisition of the 181.99-acre Van’'s Trees, Inc. property to provide for
witdlife management, water quality protection, and recreational opportunities and to consolidate state
ownership in the area. This parcet will provide additional public use benefits especially for hunting,
trapping, and general wildlife observation.
FINANCING:
State Stewardship (FY11) bond funds are anticipated:

Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:

$50,000,000 ‘ $26,845,046

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE PINE ISLAND WILDLIFE AREA:

Established: 1952
Acres Purchased to Date: 5,168.26
Acquisition Goal: 5,698.84 Acres

Percent Complete: 90.69%
Cost to Date: $652,967.79

APPRAISALS:

Appraiser: Michael Stone

Valuation Date: December 4, 2008

Appraised Value: $986,000*

Highest and Best Use: Rural Residential/Recreation

Allocation of Values:

land; 290 acres @ $3,400 per acre: $986,000
improvements: $25,000

market data approach used, five comparable sales cited
adjusted value range: $3,007.00 to $3,476.00 per acre
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Appraisal Review: Paul Scott — March 6, 2009
















