





view sheds from within Copper Falls State Park. The acquisition of this parcel is highly desirable for the
Park’s program including both Copper Falls State Park and the North Country National Scenic Trail.

The Department proposes 1o acquire this land under the Scattered Forest Lands category, which allows
forestry and wildlife habitat management as well as public hunting and trail use, Dependent upon statutory
changes for the North Country Trail to better deal with hunting issues on this large, wooded parcel, the
Department may approach the board at a future date requesting a re-designation as a State North Country
Trail Area. In addition, the Department will enter into a master planning effort for the adjoining Copper
Falls State Park, which could influence designation.

The North Country National Scenic Trail was established as a state project in October of 2000 and has an

acquisition goal of 2,050 acres. One of the goals of the North Country National Scenic Trail is to link

public lands across the northwestern part of Wisconsin to segments of the trail located in Minnesota and |
Michigan, The trail corridor will pass through fron, Ashland, Bayfield and Dougtas Counties. Currently, |
the trail utilizes 170 miles of land within existing public prejects, including the Chequamegon National |
Forest, the Bayfield County Forest, Brule River Staie Forest, Pattison State Park, Copper Falls State Park,

the Douglas County Forest and many others. The concept of the North Country Trail is similar to the

Appalachian National Scenic Trail in that it allows for long distance, non-motorized travel through scenic

and geographically significant areas. When completed, the 4,200-mile trail will extend through seven

states going from Crown Point State Historic Site in New York to Sakakawea State Park on the

Missouri River in North Dakota where it joins the route of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

The Stilin property composes a large amount of the view shed offered from the western rim of the Bad
River Valley. The western rim offers one of the most scenic vistas in the area. Park management has
always hoped to one day have access to this area with trails and overlooks, The acquisition of this property
would allow for this and, thus, protect the 720 acres of this view shed from development. The Department
recently secured several trail easements connecting this land and the park to Iron County forestland to the
east.

Acquisition of this parcel would allow the completion of the North Country Trail east of Copper Falls State
Park, provide public access to 800 acres of land within Copper Falls State Park that is currently
tand-locked, provide numerous recreational opportunities, and protect the Bad River Watershed and related
view sheds from within Copper Falls State Park. Acquisition of this parcel is highly desirable for the parks
program including both Copper Falls State Park and the North Country National Scenic Trail adding three
miles of trail corridor, ‘

FINANCING:

State Stewardship bond funds (FY 11), Federal LAWCON and private gift funds are anticipated:

Funds atlotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
State: $30,702,000 $20,499,334
Federal: $ 169,000 $0
Gift: $ 85028 50

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE SCATTERED FOREST LANDS:

Established: 1956
Acres Purchased to Date: 7,712.51

Acquisition Goal: 5,352.61

Percent Complete: 144.1
Cost to Date: $2,317,307
















