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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. 3.B.2 

Request authOIization for public hearing for board order PR-36-1 0: revisions to NR 1.29 and NR 45.10 
SUBJECT: relating to the management of department lands purchased for the Ice Age and North Country trails. 

FOR: SEPTEMBER 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Dan Schuller and Brigit Brown (Bureau of Parks & Recreation) 

SUMMARY: 

Board order PR-36 -1 0 repeals and recreates NR 1.29 and amends NR 45.10 to allow cel1ain identified mallagemellt 
activities to take place prior to master planning and to guide master planning for lands purchased by the department for 
the Ice Age and North Country trails, including State Ice Age Trail Areas. 

Generally, the proposed lule will address: construction of the Ice Age and N0I1h Country trails, dispersed camping, 
vegetative management, recreational uses (otber than Ice Age and Nortb Country trails), and the development of facilities 
such as parking lots. Hunting access is being addressed in a separate rule (s. NR 10.275 (4». 

Lands are purcbased and managed for the Ice Age Trail under the authority of s. 23.09 (2) (d) 10. Wis. Stats., which gives 
tbe depal1ment the authority to purchase lands for the Ice Age Trail, and s. 23.17, Wis. Stats., which lists the powers and 
duties of the department with regard to the Ice Age Trail. 

Lands are purcbased for the North COUlltlY Trail under tbe general autbority to purchase lands for state trails (s. 23.09 (2) 
(d) 12., Wis. Stats.). There is no statuto I)' language that is more specific to the North Country Trail. 

The Ice Age National and State Scenic Trail and the North Country National Scenic and State Trail are pal1nership 
projects of state and federal govenunent, nOll-profit organizations, and volunteers. Tbe managing bureau for the two trai ls 
within the department is tbe Bureau of Parks and Recreation. 

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize public hearings for board order PR-36-1 0: revisions to NR 1.29 & NR 45.10 relating to 
management of lands purchased by the depal1ment for the Ice Age and NOl1h Count!)' trails. 
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State of Wisconsin CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM --------;,.,;.....--=...:.....;.....:.....;....::...:..:..:..:.;.;. 

DATE: 3 August 20 I 0 FILE REF: PR-36-1O: NR 1.29, NR45.10 

TO: Members, Natural Resources Board 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Matt7~ 
BaCKground memo on request for authorization to hold a public hearing on board order PR-
36-10 

I am requesting Natural Resources Board (NRB) approval to hold a public hearing on November 3, 20 I 0 
in Fitchburg on board order PR-36-1 0 relating to management of lands for the Ice Age and North Counny 
n·ails. 

1. Why is rule being proposed? 
Currently, there is little to no management of these propelties allowed prior to master planning. At this 
time, any pre-master plan property management (e.g. invasive species management) has to be approved in 
writing by the Division Adminisn·ator. Additionally, there is specific guidance for master planning these 
propelties (i.e. what it means for a property "to be managed for the lee Age Trail"). 

This rule proposal would greatly facilitate our ability to manage these lands for their intended use (lce 
Age Trail or NOIth Counny Trail), and would allow our non-profit and federal paltners to most 
effectively and efficiently assist us with that management. 

2. Summary of the rule. 
These rules would provide guidance on the management of lands purchased for the Ice Age and NOIth 
Counlly trails. The proposed rules guide and permit some limited management of these lands such as 
selective timber harvest, invasive species removal, installation of the Ice Age and NOIth CountJy tJ'ails, 
and minor support facilities and amenities such as small parking lots and infOlmational kiosks, prior to 
master planning. 

3. How does this proposal affect existing policy? 
This proposal will compliment and reference the SIA TA hunting access rules (s. l\lR 10.275 (4)), and will 
facilitate the master plmming process (ch. NR 44) for these properties but is not anticipated to directly 
affect existing policy. These rules will provide guidance similar to what exists for other department 
property designations. 

4. Has Board dealt with these issues before? 
Yes. 

a. When?' 
2006. 

b. Board action? 
The NRB approved a proposal to go out to public hearing for a similar rule. The rule went to public 
hearing and was widely supported. However it was later detelmined that access for hunting and season 
stJ'ucture needed to be specifically addressed for initial management of the State Ice Age Trail Area 
propelties. The department deVeloped a separate rule proposal to address these issues: board order 'NM-
04-08 came to the NRB for approval in August of2010 and accomplishes this. The non-hunting 
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management the State Ice Age Trail Areas though was still not addressed. This rule proposal would take 
care of that. 

5. Who will be impacted by the proposed rule? How? 
Department staff and our Ice Age and NOlth Conntty trail paltners (National Park Service and the Ice Age 
Trail Alliance and the NOlth Countty Trail Association) will be impacted, as well as citizens wishing to 
enjoy the affected propelties. 

Our staff, with assistance from our paltners, will be able to perform basic management activities to 
preserve the landscape of the properties (invasive species removal, tt'ee plantation thinning, planting of 
former crop lands) and provide basic amenities (constlUcted tt'ail, small gravel parking lots, and 
informational kiosks) to facilitate public access to the properties, without having to obtain written 
pelmission fi'om agency management to perform these activities. 

6. Information on environmental analysis, if needed. 
These rule revisions are a Type III action under Chapter 150, Wis. Adm. Code, and no environmental 
analysis is required. 




















