





Urban Ecology desirves to sefl the property, the Department has a right-of-first-refusal, which includes a
$140,000 credit to the benefit of the Department toward the purchase price.

The Hank Aaron State Trail was initiated in 1991 when the Wisconsin State Legislature directed the
Department of Natural Resources to study the feasibility of establishing “Henry Aaron State Park” in the
City of Milwaukee. Based on community input and the review of the Milwaukee County Park and Open
Space Plan and the city’s Menomonee Valley Plan, the Department’s study shifted focus to the
establishment of an urban greenway. 1t was believed that a trail and associated greenway would Rlfill
goals of providing increased opportunities for recreation and enhancement of natural resources in the urban
center. In 1996, the Natural Resources Board approved the master plan for the project, subsequently named
the Hank Aaron State Trail. In 2007, an amendment to the master ptan was approved that included more
than five additional miles of trail and green space.

The Hank Aaron State Trail is currently approximately six miles in length from Miller Park to the
lakefront. Trail segiments exist within painted lanes on city streets from the lakefront to the Sixth Street
viaducl. A continuous, off-road path was completed in the summer of 2006 from Sixth Street to Miller
Park. On-street linkages also exist to form a connection from the Miller Park segment north to the
Mitwaukee County Park’s Oak Leaf Trail in Doyne Park. The Oak Leaf Trail links to other frail systems
across the state making it possible to bike from Lake Michigan to Dodgeville. The trailhead in Lakeshore
State Park positions the trail next to high visibility projeets such as the Calatrava addition to the Milwaukee
Art Museum and the Discovery World (Lake Schooner) project. In 20006, the Departiment acquired the
five-mile long extension of the trail. Afier tratl development, this former rail corridor will extend the trail
to the west edge of Milwaukee County.

The trail will be open year-round and accessible at aif times, The Department is responsible for all existing
and future trail operations. A Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Milwaukee for operation
and maintenance of portions of the trail has been signed. The Hank Aaron State Trail will be constructed to
meet all applicable design standards.

The Hank Aaron State Trail is an important element in a comprehensive project to restore several hundred
acres of land in the Menomonee Valley in the City of Milwaukee. The city took the lead in the project to
return land that had been the City of Milwaukee brownfields to both economic and environmental viability.

Establishment of a park and trail in this area provides increased opportunities for recreation to the state’s
largest concentration of population, as the trail runs along the three most diverse and densely populated
census districts in the state. The six-mile trail is within a | 5-minute (three-mile) bike ride of over 300,000
people. The trail project is also a key component in the major redevelopment of the Menomonee Valley
and is expecled to tead the way in changing the character and image of a former industrial corridor. Its
location along the Menomonee River is an integral component in enhancing and protecting natural
resources in the urban center. Development of the park and trail lead to contantination reduction, decreased
eroston, reduced runoff to the river and will improve the habitat available to aquatic and terrestrial species,

Department approval will allow the Urban Ecology Center to remove the existing commercial building and
construct a neighborhood environmental education center with various amenities for trail users

FINANCING:
No hinding is necessary for the sale of this property.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE HANK AARON STATE TRAIL:

Established: 1996
Acres Purchased 1o Date; 56.5
Acquisition Goal: 110 acres

Percent Complete: 51.36%
Cost 1o Date: $4,500,000




5. DEPARTMENT APPRAISAL FROM ACQUSITION IN 2009:

Appraiser: Vitale Realty Associates
Valuation Date: March i, 2009

Appraised Value: $125,000
Highest and Best Use: Commercial

Allocation of Values:

LAND: 0.122-acre site value: $125,000
Appraisal Review: Douglas Haag — May 5, 2009

Comment: The Department’s purchase price of $140,000 exceeded the appraised value, but was the best that
could be negotiated for the parcel in 2009.
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