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NATU RAL RESOURCES BOA RD AGEN DA ITEM Item No. __ 3_,_8_,_1_6 _ _ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND DONATI ON -STATEWID E W ILDLIFE HABITAT-SHAWANO COUNTY 

FOR: OCTOBER 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Estate of Ruben L. Welder has provided for a donation of292.27 acres of land to the Depat1ment for 
conservation purposes. 

The parcel is located in Shawano County abollt two miles northeast of the City of Wittenburg and twenty-two miles 
south of the City of Antigo. Acquisition of this parcel will provide more opportunities for public recreation, 
including hiking, hunting and bird watching. Given the quality of this land with its forests, fields and stream, the 
Department would include it for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program. 

The focus of the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program is to protect critical habitat that is in danger of being destroyed 
through incompatible land lise. In addition, the parcel will provide oppornmities for public recreation such as 
hunting, hiking and bird watching. Although some of the land will remain in agricultural use until 2014, the 
remainder can be open for timber management and public lise right away. 

The property lies in the I'orest Transition Ecological Landscape in western Shawano County, From the Wildlife 
Action Plan, there are two major community management opportunities on this property, those being cold-water 
streams and northern mesic forest. In this ecologicallalldscape, only 6% is ill public ownership. With the closing of 
many parcels owned by Tigetton Lumber Company, there is little public land to hunt in this part of Shawano County. 
Deer are flourishing without the harvest on these lands, and deer damage permits have increased. There wou ld be 
deer, bear, turkey, and small game hunting opportunities if this land becomes open to the public. The cold-water 
stream also has trout fishing opportunities. It is vel)' close to Wittenberg and could also be used for environmental 
education by the Wittenberg/Birnamwood School District. The Mountain-Bay State Trail is located V,-mile from the 
northern boundaty of this parcel. 

Acceptance of this donation helps protect the ecological diversity of the land and provides area for public recreation. 

R ECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of292.27 acres ofland for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program, that 
a certificate of appreciation be sent to the Estate of Ruben L. Welder and that an expression of appreciation 
be made a par1 of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 17, 2010 FILE REF: WM 6011 1 

TO: Natural Resources Board 

FROM: Matthew Jr il'1 
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Eslate of Ruben L. Welder Tract, File WM 60 III 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Statewide Wildlife Habitat 
Shawano County 

Estate of Ruben L. Welder 
clo Attorney Arnold Greenhill 
110 South Main Street 
Shawano, WI 54166 

Acres: 292.27 
Price: Gift ofland 
Interest: Fcc title gift 
Improvements: None 

Location: The tract is located in Shawano County in the Town of Wittenburg about two miles 1l00theast of 
the City of Wittenburg and twenty-two miles south of the City of Antigo. 

Land Description: The subject land is leve l to rolling. 

Covel1ype Breakdown: 

Present Use: Vacant 

Type: 

Wooded Uplands 
Cropland 
TOTAL: 

Proposed Use: Resource protection and recreation 
Tenure: 15 years 
Option Date: August 30, 20 10 

Acreage: 

100.00 
192.27 
292 .27 

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recrcational 
activities to include hunting. fishing, trapping. hiking, and cross·country skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The parcel is located in Shawano County about two miles n0l1heast of the City of Wittenburg and 
twenty-two miles south of the City of Antigo, Acquisition of this parcel will provide more opportunities 
for public recreation, including hiking, hunting and bird watching, Given the quality of this land with its 
forests, field s and stream, the Department would include it for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program, 

The focus of the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program is to protect crit ical habitat that is in danger of being 
destroyed through incompatible land use. In addition, the parcel will provide opportunities for public 
recreation such as hunting, hiking and bird watching. Although some of the land wi ll remain in agricultural 
use until 2014, the remainder can be open for timber management and public usc right away. 
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The property lies in the Forest Transition Ecological Landscape in western Shawano County. From the 
Wildlife Action Plan, there are two major community management oppOltunities on this propel1y, those 
being cold-water streams and n0l1hem mesic forest. In this ecological landscape, only 6% is in public 
ownership. With the closing of many parcels owned by Tigel10n Lumber Company, there is little public 
land to hunt in this pal1 of Shawano County. Deer are flourishing without the harvest on these lands, and 
deer damage permits have increased. There would be deer, bear, turkey, and small game hunting 
opportunities if this land becomes open to the public. The cold-water stream also has trout fishing 
opportunities. It is very close to Wittenberg and could also be used for environmental education by the 
WittenberglBirnamwood School District. The Mountain-Bay State Trail is located Y:.-mile !Tom the 
northern boundary of this parcel. 

The Department recommends this donation be accepted due to the ecological diversity of the land, 
opportunity for public recreation and that it will complement other department-owned lands within the 
Embarrass Fishery Area to the north of this parcel. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction. 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT: 

Established: 1991 
Acres Purchased to Date: 4, II 1.54 
Acquisition Goal: 6,000.0 Acres 
Percent Complete: 68.53% 
Cost to Date: $2,490,902.13 

RECOMMENDED: 

Richard E. Steffel? z=r ~ 
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