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As established by Wisconsin State Statute, the Wisconsin Conservation Congress is officially recognized as the
only natural resources advisory body in the state where citizens elect delegates to represent their interests on
natural resources issues on a local and statewide leve! to the Natural Resources Board and the Department of
Natural Resources. Our mission is to represent the citizens of Wisconsin by working with the Natural Resources
Board and the Department of Naturai Resources to effectively manage Wisconsin's greatest asset, our abundant
natural resources, for present and future generations to enjoy.

In accordance with our purpose and mission | would like to take this opportunity to review the business that was
conducted by the congress at our annual meeting. The Wisconsin Conservation Congress convened for its 76th
annual convention on May 8, 7, and 8, 2010 in Lake Geneva. Our statewide delegation voted on each of the
proposed DNR rule changes, and each of the proposed congress advisory questions from the 2010 spring hearings
questionnaire {(Attachment 1).

DNR Rule Change Proposals

The delegation reviewed and registered their support or opposition to each of the questions that appeared as
Department rute change proposals. This year, at the Spring Hearings, the pubiic voted on a record number of
proposals, ninety-seven in total,

The Bureau of Wildlife Management presented 22 rule change proposals at this year's Spring Hearings. At our
convention the Wildlife Program recommended advancing all but one of those proposals for NRB consideration.
Question 1 proposed the use of atl ati’s for small game hunting, however, since this question was asked, legislation
has passed that made this a moot point as it can no longer be done by an administrative code change. Statewide
vote was in favor of this new proposal, but the WCC acknowledges the Department’s inability to act and therefore
approves of their recommendation to not advance. The two wildlife recommendations which the Congress did not
approve of were the Department's recommendation to advance question numbers 5 and 6 which related to the
participation of 16 and 17 year olds in the youth deer hunt and youth turkey hunt respectively. Question 5 did not
pass the statewide vote and was rejected in 39 counties {supported in 31 and tied in 2). Question 6 did pass the
statewide vote and was approved in 36 counties and rejected in 35 {1 tied). Both votes were relatively close (within
110 vote margin) and the delegation did not feel that there was clear support for the advancement of these
proposals.

This year Fisheries Management presented 37 rule change proposals for public consideration. Fisheries is planning
to advance 30 of their proposals for Board adoption. On May 7, 2010 the Congress voted to support the
Department’'s recommendation to advance 29 proposals that received support at the April 2010 Spring Hearings,
and also endorsed the recommendation to not advance questions 25 and 27. The Congress approved the
Department's recommendation to advance guestion 30 with the amended bag limit of 25 fish instead of 10.
However, the statewide delegation did not support the Department’s decision to not advance question 24 which
related to motor trolling in Ashland County, or questions 43-46 relating to walleye and bass regulations in Sawyer
County. At their annual convention, the WCC voted to table question 43 and failed to suppeort the Department's
position on questions 44-46. In spite of a fairly high attendance, and a fairly decisive vote in Sawyer County, the
delegation was not convinced that the statewide vote should have been overturned, as the depariment suggested.

WCC Advisory Questions
There were 37 Congress advisory proposals presented for public comment at this year's Spring Hearings. Thirty-
one of these proposals were approved by the statewide and county votes, and 29 were also recommended for




advancement to the Department and Natural Resources Board for consideration. Six proposals were not supported
by the public vote, and consequentiy, these six proposals were not recommended for further consideration by the
Department, Legislature or the Board. Four of the six proposals that were rejected statewide were relating to bear
hunting (questions 62, 63, 65, and 66 relating fo creating a free weekend to train hounds on bear, allow the training
of dogs during the bear harvest season, the use of a backup shooter, and the elimination of a Class B backtag). The
other 2 propesals that did not get statewide support were the concept of antler restrictions {question 71) and the
opening of the inland trout season (question 88). The two proposals that did pass statewide, but were not advanced
by the WCC were question 87, the extension of the inland trout season, and question 93, the removal of frophy
muskie designation for Pelican Lake, Oneida County. The discussion surrounding these questions was that
(relating to the inland trout season} it is during the spawning period and the large mature fish would be very
susceptible to over harvest and it is thought that it would be foo much pressure on an already fragile fishery. And
(relating to question 93) that there was too much unconfirmed information forwarded and there were concerns that
since the lake is in ceded territory, Native Americans would not have the same restrictions.

Other Business

In 2009, the Congress advanced a proposal allowing bow hunting during the 9-day gun deer season, to the
Department for consideration that passed by significant margins on the 2008 questionnaire as an advisory question.
The Department supported the idea to take it out for public input and agreed to put that into their 2010 deer
package, however, when the deer proposal was pulled, the advancement of that proposal was lost with the package
and the NRB voted not to have the Department add it to their side of the 2010 questionnaire to get public feedback.
However, the Congress would like to see the Depariment be allowed to take this proposal out for hearing.

Awards

This year the Congress recognized a number of DNR employees for their outstanding service. Scott Loomans,
Wildlife Management, received an award for his dedication and commitment to citizen input by working closely with
the WCC. Fisheries educator, Theresa Stabo, received our fisheries award for her contributions to continuing our
hunting heritage through her education efforts and the Anglers’ Legacy program. Our warden of the year, Jeremy
Peery, Rusk County, was recognized for his outstanding law enforcement efforts and work with youth and special
hunts. We also honored our Congress delegate of the year, John Edelblute, Washington County, for his
contributions over the past year. We handed our years of service certificate and pins to those delegates who have
served the congress for 20, 25, 30 and 35+ years. We also took time on this special occasion to recognize four
individuals who mentored LTBH youth and other first time bear hunters and two others who generously transferred
their permits to deserving youth.

The 2009 Statewide Conservation Organization of the Year Award went to Saimon Unlimited of Wisconsin, Racine
County. The Outstanding Local Conservation Club was the Durand Sportsman’s Club and clubs recognized for
outstanding achievement by locat conservation clubs were Star Prairie Fish and Game and the Stanley Sportsman’s
Club. The 2009 Educator of the Year is Mike Reiter, an avid trout fisherman and Congress delegate from St. Croix
County.

Officer Elections

On Friday, May 7 our 12 districts elected their 2010-11 Executive Councilors. | would like to thank each of the
councilors from 2008-10 that will not be returning this year and also congratulate those that have been reelected. |
have included a list of our new Council in this memo for your information (Attachment 2).

Our Executive Committee, including Rich Kirchmeyer, Price County, Congress Secretary, Rob Bohmann, Vice-
Chair, and myself were all re-elected to serve another year.

in closing we would like to thank Chair Ela for his presentation at our convention, and Board member Jane Wiley for
attending our meeting. Your involvement and attendance is a testament fo your commitment to the role of the
Congress as an advisory body to the Natural Resources Board.

As established by Wisconsin State Statutes, the Wisconsin Conservation Congress is officially recognized as the only natural
resources advisory body in the state where citizens elect delegates to represent their interests on natural resources issues on a
local and statewide level to the Natural Resources Board and the Departinent of Natural Resources. Their mission is to
represent the citizens of Wisconsin by working with the Natural Resources Board and the Department of Natural Resources to
effectively manage Wisconsin's greatest asset, our abundant natural resources, for present and future generations to enjoy.
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