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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

FOR: _ _ ..:.M-=-=A.::..R:..::C:..::~_I __ BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTE D BY: 
Mark MciJcrmid. ivlargarct Kroillc. ;\rt Harrington 

SUMMARY: 

B.A.l 
Item No. 

First enacted as a pilot program law ill 1996 and passed into law ill ~004 wit h an <lcl'ol11pallying sunset provision. Green lier is a 
program designed to cnahlt.! and r~cogll i ze s llp~ r itlr ClivimllllH:nla l pc.:1 funnilllcL', The law was reauthorized by the legislature. 
removing the sunset provision (llld making Dlht!1' cnl!'IIlCCtlh':llh. il1ld ~; igll ~ d by the (jovemol' in 2009. The Green Tiel' Program is 
built upon the use ofcllvirolll1lCl1lal managell1ellt systems. COllllllitlllCll1\ to superior ellvironmental pcrfonmmce and collnbortive. 
transparent working re lationships. It tloes Ilot I\.'p lace e:\pl.!ctali~)Ils Illl' c(11llpliance. 

Green Tier lIses basic recognition Cricr I). performililce contracting (Tier 2) and collaborative environmental problem solving 
(Charters) 10 pursue superior cllvironll1(,ll lal pl'I'i"nl'ln<lncc. Pmlikp;lIlts IllIl SI IlH.'c t bnsic cntry requirements including compliance 
history, systematic cllvriolllllcnlalnltlnagelllcll l. continually improving cllvrionlllt:lltal pcri'ornlHllce, publicly sharing tht:ir results 
mUl lially and audit ing their systems' j)l'rronnancl! periodica lly. 

Consistent results have been reported ~HlIHlil lly and range li·om elim ination or,, 11 hazardous waste generation and wastewater 
discharge to servi ng as leaders for the dcvL'lopn1l..' 1l1 oi'slIstainabh.' <.: omliluni ty strateg ies. While broad sca le mctrics have proven 
especially challcl!jing, we have hL'cn able 10 discern and prCSl' nt SOI1l ~ pL'lfOrlllUnce trcnds ill areas such as sulfur dioxide emissions 
and volatile organic compounds. Participan t') have lIsed ,,\;!vcral ol"lhe incentives ilvai lablc as a pari of the program with the most 
freq ucntly used being pUblicity. recognition ~l/ld publication nl"tht: pro!!l"illlliogo. Work over the course or the next year will foclIs 0 11 

improving the single point ufcont:1ct <I " a mcchanisill l'or !:itn,:nglhe ll illg the collabora tive rela tionships, as well as finding ways 10 
emphasize sllstainabi li ly as iI pllrt or lhe progra l1l. An illl porI illl I part ol"(in.!L'1l Tier is the conlillual insight and adv ice that is provided 
by the Green Tier Advisors appllillt..:d h~1 tht.: St'cretMY In reprc!>.l" nl various inter('!>.1 10 illlprovt,! the program. 

RECOMMENDATION: Illlonllat i(l1l Itel1l Oilly 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 0 Fiscal Estimate Required 

No 0 Environmental Assessment or tmpact Statement Hequlred 

No 0 Background Memo 

Secretary, Matt Frank 

cc: Laurie J . Ross - ADm 

Date 

Yes 0 Allached 

Yes D Attached 
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