


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: December 22, 2009 FILE REF: NA 20040
TO: Natural Resources Board
FROM: Matthew J, F;}W q/
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Mead Witter Foundation, Tract, File # NA 20040
1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Natural Area

Portage County

Grantor:

Mead Witter Foundation

c/o Ms. Susan Feith, Vice Chair
730 First Avenue South

P. 0. Box 39

Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495

Acres: 58.99
Price: Gift of Land
Interest: Fee Title Donation

Improvements: None

Location: The traet is Jocated in Portage County about two miles northeast of Junction City.

Land Description: The subject land varies from level to gently sloping,

Covertype Dreakdown: Type: Acreage:
Upland Woodland 31.0
Lowiand Woodland 5.0
Building Site 2.0
Cropland 20.99
TOTAL: 58.99

Present Use: Resource Protection
Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation

Stewardship Land Access; This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities io include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department is preposing to accept a 58.99-acre gifi of land from the Mead Witter Foundation for the
Statewide Natural Arcas program, specifically the Little Bear Hemlock Hardwoods Natural Area,

"“The Little Bear Hemlocks is comprised of four isolated woodlots that are remnants of the vast forest that
once occupied this landscape. This parcel is located in Portage County about two miles northeast of
Junction City just west of the Mead Wildlife Area and the other three woodlots lay within two miles of
each other in Wood County, This parcel contains old growth hemlocks with diameters greater than 30
inches in addition to white pine, sugar maple and yellow birch. Tip up mounds and abundant coarse
woody debris provides old growth characteristics and the substrate lor hemlock reproduction.
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its January 2010 meeting, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted gift of 58.99 acres of land in Portage County for the Statewide
Natural Areas, Liitle Bear Hemlock Hardwoods Natural Area from the

MEAD WITTER FOUNDATION

The site contains an exceptional stand of old growth hemlocks as well as pine,
maple and birch. It is significant that organizations such as youss are interested in
helping protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this
end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on

behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine Thomas, CHAIR













