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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 3.B.IS Hem No. _ _ _ ~ _ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - STATEWIDE HABITAT AREAS - SHAWANO COUNTY 

Fon: AUGUST 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE pnESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 47.1 acres of land fi·olll Gerald and Cynthia Laude for $238,000 
for the Statewide Habitat Areas in Shawano County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds 
$150,000. 

Located about seven mi les southwest of Simwano, the parcel includes approximately 2,670 feet of frontage along one 
bank of the Embarass River. This area is known as "Cowyard Rips)) and contains one of two or three remaining 
natural spawning areas for lake sturgeon in the entire Lake Winnebago system. It is an important habitat for the 
natural spawning of lake sturgeon since it includes extensive nahlral rock and rapids that the sturgeon use for 
spawning, egg incubation and larval nursery grounds. Acquisition of this tract would protect this rare habitat that 
allows for natural lake sturgeon spawning as well as to protect the water quality of the Embarrass River and allow for 
public access. 

The focus of the Statewide Habitat Program is to protect critical fishery habitat that is in danger of being destroyed 
through incompatible land lise. The water resource targeted for protection contains critical habitat such as spawning 
areas critical to the fish species intended for management. The parcel will maintain the habitat of the Lake Sturgeon 
within this major river system. Additionally, this area along the Embarrass River supports a tremendous small mouth 
bass fi shel)' . 

Acquisition of the Laude parcel will enhance recreational opportunities for the public, protect rarc spawning habitat, 
protect the small mouth bass habitat and allow for public access to this vCI)' scenic stretch of river. 

RECOMM ENDA TION: That the Board approve the purchase of the 47.1 acres of land for $238,000 for the Slatewide Habitat Areas 
program. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 181 
No 181 
NoD 

Fiscal Estimate Required 
Environmental Assessment of Impact Statemcnt Required 
Background Memo 

cc: S. Miller - ·/6 
R. Steffes - LF/6 
L. Ross - ADIS 
M. Siaggs - FM/4 
R. Kazmierczak - NERIGrecn Bay 

Yes D Attached 
Yes D Attached 
Yes 181 Attached 

Date 

Date 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 13,2010 

TO: Governor Doyle 

FROM: Matthew J. F~-;-
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Laude Tract, File FM 10090, 

Option Expires September 7, 20 I 0 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Statewide Habitat Areas Program 
Shawano County 

Grantor: 

Gerald and Cynthia Laude 
602 17th Street SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 

Acres: 47.1 
Price: $238,000 
Appraised Value: $226,000; $235,500 and $400,500 
Interest: Fee title acquisition 
Improvements: None 

FILE REF: FM 10090 

Location: The property is located in Shawano County about 7.5 miles southwest of Shawano in the Town of Pella. 

Land Description: The subject land is floodplain. 

Covel1Vpe Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agriculture 
Present Use: Recreation 

Type: 

Grass 
Upland Woodland 
TOTAL: 

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation 
Tenure: 16 years 
Property Taxes: $1,489 
Option Date: July 9, 2010 

Acreage: 

5.0 
42.1 
47.1 

Stewardship Land Access: This propelty will be open to the. public for all nature-based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Department proposes to purchase a 47 .I-acre for the Statewide Fisheries Habitat Area in 
Shawano County. The parcel includes approximately 2,670 feet of fi'ontage along one-bank of the 
Embarass River and is this area is known as "Cowyard Rips!! and contains one of two or three remaining 
natural spawning areas for the lake sturgeon in the entire Fox Wolf Winnebago system. It is an impoltant 
habitat for the natural spawning of lake sturgeon since it includes extensive natural rock and rapids that the 
sturgeon uses for spawning, egg incubation and larvalnurselY grounds. Acquisition of this tract would 
protect this rare habitat that allows for natural lake sturgeon spawning as well as to protect the water 
quality of the EmbalTass River and allow for public access. Printed 011 
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The focus of the Statewide Habitat Program is to protect critical fishery habitat that is in danger of being 
destroyed through incompatible land use. The water resource targeted for protection contains critical 
habitat such as spawning areas crit ical to the fish species intended for management. The parcel will 
maintain the habitat of the lake sturgeon within this major river system. Additionally, this area along the 
Embarrass River supports a tremendous small mouth bass fishery. 

The Department recommends acquisition of the Laude parcel to enhance recreational opportunities in this 
rapidly urbanizing area of the state, to protect this rare habitat that allows for natural lake sturgeon 
spawning as well as to protect the water quality of the Embarrass River, to protect the smallrnouth bass 
habitat and allow for public access to this very scenic stretch of river. 

3. FINANCING : 

State Stewardship (FY II) bond r111lds are anticipated: 

Funds allotted to program: 
$50,000,000 

Balance after proposed transactiOli: 
$21,132,033 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE HABITAT AREAS: 

Established: 1969 
Acres Purchased to Date: 6,994.79 
Acquisition Goal: 10,172.61 Acres 
Percent Complete: 68.76% 
Cost to Date: $7,799,933.97 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Appraiser: Jolene Brod 
Valuation Date: April 14,2010 
Appraised Value: $235,500 
Highest and Best Use: Recreation/Potential Future Building Site 

Allocation or Values: 
a. land: 47.1 acres@$5,OOOperacre: $235,500 
b. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited 
c. adjusted value range: $3859 to $5,750 per acre 

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott - June 24, 20 I 0 

Comment: Two other appraisal reports were done for this parcel. Dave Steiro estimated value at $226,000 
and Bill Steigerwaldt estimated value at $400,500. The Depaltment negotiated the price at $238,000. 

-#-~ichard E. Steffes 
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Bu Lega ServIces Date 








