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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 12,2010 FILE REF: NA 20051
TO: Governor Doyle

FROM: Matthew J, W

SUBIJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Broek and Williams Tract, File NA 20051,

Option Expires September 13, 2010

I PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Ridgeway Pine Relict State Natural Area
TIowa County

Grantor:

Trudy Broek and Peter Williams
6029 Reed Road
Ridgeway, WI 55358

Acres: 40.0

Price: $163,200.00

Appraised Value: $163,200.00
Interest: Fee Title Purchase

Improvements: None

Location: The property is located in lowa County about one mile north of Ridgeway in the Town of Ridgeway.
Land Description: The subject land is rolling with steep wooded hillsides.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:

Upland Woodland 40.0

Zoning: Agriculture

Present Use: Recreation

Proposed Use: resource protection and public recreation
Tenure: 18 years

Property Taxes: $6,757
Option Date: June 15, 2010

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activitics to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing,

2, JUSTIFICATION:

The Department hasobtained an option on the 40-acre Broek and Williams property in Ridgeway Township
in central lowa County. This fand is within the project boundary of the Ridgeway Pines Naturat Area. The
preperty is an excellent example of what the Ridgeway Pines Natural Area landscape is known for, namely
steep valley clifts with sheer rock facings with large white and red pine forest cover and a meandering
stream thread in the valley. The subject lies adjacent to department tands to the east and south, which will
provide access to the property. Ownership of the property will enhance the public’s ability to enjoy this
area while increasing the project goals.
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Ridgeway Pines Natural Area was established in 1998 with the goal of protecting the pine relicts that
feature eight separate sites set among soaring sandstone cliffs, numerous rock outcrops, shallow caves, and
rock shelters. Pine relicts are southern Wisconsin pine forests that have persisted since the last glacier
receded some 12,000 years ago when a cooler climate was favorable for the growth of pine forests. As the
climate warmed, prairie and oak woodlands replaced the pine and today, remnant pine forests remain only
on steep slopes and rocky cliffs in the Driftless Area. These rocky outcrops protected the pine remnants
from fire and allowed the pines to reach old-growth status. The relict communities are unlike the northern
pine forests because they confain both northern and southern plant species, Within the pine relict areas,
white pine is generally more abundant than red pine, but there is good reproduction of both species. Jack
pine is also present, Sugar maple, mountain maple, yellow birch, and hemlock constitute a smaller
component, The ground flora includes pipsissewa, shinleaf, wintergreen huckleberry, and Canada
mayflower. There is also a high diversity of ferns present including bracken, bulblet bladder, marginal
wood, and interrupted fern. Between the relicts and surrounding them is forested land dominated by white
oak with bur and red oak, black cherry, white birch, and shagbark and bitternut hickory Other significant
features include sandstone cliffs with shaded and open plant communities, diverse spring runs, sedge
meadows, and dry-mesic prairie.

The Department recommends purchase of this property to protect the natural values of the site, allow for
natural area management, consolidate state ownership, provide opportunities for research, public education,

and recreation, and protect the site from development incompatible with the goals of the natural area
program,

FINANCING:
State Stewardship (FY 11) bond funds are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
$50,000,000 522,813,113

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE RIDGEWAY PINE RELICT STATE NATURAL AREA:

Established: 1997
Acres Purchased to Date: 335,30
Acquisition Goal: 1,510.0 Acres

Percent Compleie: 22.21%
Cost to Date: $894,129.81

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Mark Mitchell
Valuation Date: April 7, 2009
Appraised Valug: $163,200.00
Highest and Best Use: Recreation

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 40.0 acres @ $4,080.00 per acre: $163,200.00
. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited
¢. adjusted value range: $3,233 to $4,080 per acre

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott - June 1, 2010
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