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maximum depth of 39 feet, has good populations of bass and panfish. The area has been used as a
recreational retreat for many years. Department ownership of the property will provide opportunities to
restore and protect wildlife habitat, provide additional opportunities for public recreation and education,
and provide resource protection.

One Stone Lake Hemlocks has been a natural area acquisition priority since 1973, Acquisition will
complement the Thunder Lake Wildlife Area, abutting on the south, and will increase the amount of
permanent public access acres for hiking, hunting, and bird watching opportunities. One Stone Lake
Hemlocks features a high quality example of a representative northern forest landscape and presents an
excellent opportunity to expand the existing Rice Lake State Natural Area located on the Thunder Lake
Wildlife Area. This entire area has been identified as a Land Legacy site. This site supports several fine
stands of old growth hemlock dominated forest with sugar maple, yellow birch, white cedar, red pine, and
white pine. The forest is rich in northern species especially rattlesnake plantain orchids and the hemlock
are reproducing well near the lakeshore and a few other local areas. These stands have great charm due (o
their diversity and the enormous size of many hemlock and pines. Surrounding One Stone Lake are
extensive, open peatlands, which support good populations of area sensitive peatland birds. 1t is noted that
the south 120 acres of this parcel also falls into the project boundary for the Thunder Lake Wildlife Area.
The primary justification for the purchase is for protection and management of the natural area with added
benefits for wildlife habitat and public access to One Stone Lake,

The Statewide Natural Arca program was established in 1972 to protect the best remaining examples of
Wisconsin's native vegetation as well as habitat for endangered and threatened plants and animals. Natural
areas will help protect the natural diversity of the landscape and preserve for future generations a living
history of the past. They are also used for study by elementary to college age school groups and

researchers as well as the general public. Other recreational activities such as hiking, cross-country skiing,
fishing, and hunting are also popular.

The Department recommends the purchase of this parcel to allow wildlife habitat management, provide
public access for recreation, and provide resource protection,

FINANCING:
State Stewardship BCPL bond funds are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
$2,000,000 ' $169,650

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE NATURAL ARFEA:

Established: 1972
Acres Purchased to Date: 43,743.71
Acquisition Goal: 41,000.00 acres

Percent Complete: 106.69%
Cost to Date: $23,441,246,50

APPRAISALS:

Appraiser: Jeffrey Olson (Steigerwaldt Land Services)
Valuation Date: June 25, 2009

Appraised Value: $669,300
Highest and Best Use: Recreation

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 291 acres @ $2,300 per acre; $669,300
b. market data approach used, five comparable sates cited
¢. adjusted value range; $1,815 to $2,724 per acre

Appraisal Review: Mary Zickermann - October 26, 2009
















