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Item No. 

Request approval of Department recommendations for the 20 I 0 deer hunting season structure and antlerIess 
SUBJECT: deer quotas 

FOR: _~A::l'-.:R.:..:I:.::L=-,-' .=2.::.c01:..:O=----_ BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Keith Warnke, Big Game Biologist 

SUMMARY: 

The department annually recommends deer season adjustments and quotas with the objective of managing deer 
populations for healthy, susta inable goals. [n management units wh~re the deer populations are substantially above goals, 
herd control seasons are recommended . [n management units where popu lations are well below goals, we are 
recommending measures to severely limit or eliminate antierIess deer harvest opportunity. For units within the Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) Management Zone, an Earn-A-Buck (EAB) season is recommended whenever the population 
exceeds established goa ls. For 20 I 0 the department recommends: 

Herd Control Seasons (46 units including state parks) 
1M, 8, II , 12, 15, 16,21,47,51 A, 51 B, 54B, 54C, 57, 59C, 590, 59M, 60M, 61, 61A, 62B, 63A, 63B, 64, 64A, 64M, 
65B, 66, 67A, 67B, 68A, 68B, 69C, 72, 72A, 73A, 73B, 730, 74B, 77C, 770, 77E, 77M, 80A, 80B, 80C, 81 

CWO Management Zone EAB Season (22 units. no change from 2009) 
54B, 70, 70A, 70B, 70C, 700, 70E, 70F, 70G, 71, 73B, 73E, 75A, 75B, 75C, 750, 76, 76A, 76M, 77 A, 778, 77C 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of Department recommendations for the 20 I 0 deer hunting season structure and 
antierIess deer quotas 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 0 Fiscal Estimate Required 

No 0 Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement Required 

No 0 Background Memo 

Secretary, Matt Frank 

cc: Laurie J. Ross - AD!S 

ScoU Loomans - WM/6 

Tim Andryk - LS/5 

Keith Warnke - WM/6 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Yes D AUached 

Yes D AUached 

Yes 0 AUached 
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Tom Hauge - WM/6 



State of Wisconsin CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM --------.:...:.:.:.:.:....;..;...:..;.,;.;..;,.;",;,,;,,:;~ 

OATE: April 16, 2010 FILE REF: 2300 

TO: Natural Resources Board Members 

FROM: MattFrank ~~ 
SUBJECT: 20 I 0 Deer Season Recommendations 

Recommendation: 
The depatlment annually recommends deer season adjustments and quotas with the objective of managing deer 
populations for healthy, sustainable goals. In deer management units where populations are below healthy goals, we 
are recommending measures to limit or eliminate antlerless deer harvest. In deer management units where standard 
hunting seasons will not maintain the population within 20% of the established healthy goals, herd control seasons are 
recommended (Table I) and antlerless permits are available. For units within the Chronic Wasting Disease (CWO) 
Management Zone, an EAB season is recommended whenever the population exceeds established goals. The 
depaIlment recommends that the NRB approve the following season structures (Figure I) and antlerless deer quotas 
(Table 2): 

A traditional 9-day season is recommended in 66 units for 20 I 0 compared to 62 units in 2009 and an increase of 44 
units since 2007. In 18 ofthese units, we are recommending a zero gun antlerless deer harvest quota, compared to 13 
units with a zero quota in 2009. Until 2009, there had been no zero quota units since 1994 when there were five. In 
1993, much of northern Wisconsin was buck-only (zero quota). 

Herd Control Seasons in 46 units (including state parks) compared to 50 Herd Control units in 2009: 
1M, 8, II, 12, 15, 16,21,47, 51A, 51B, 54B, 54C, 57, 59C, 59D, 59M, 60M, 61, 61A, 62B, 63A, 63B, 64, 64A, 64M, 
65B, 66, 67A, 67B, 68A, 68B, 69C, 72, 72A, 73A, 73B, 73D, 74B, 77C, 770, 77E, 77M, 80A, 80B, 80C, 81 

CWO Management Zone Earn-a-Buck Season (22 units, no change from 2009): 
54B, 70, 70A, 70B, 70C, 70D, 70E, 70F, 700, 71, 73B, 73E, 75A, 75B, 75C, 75D, 76, 76A, 76M, 77A, 77B, 77C 

A four-day early season for hunting antlerless deer with firearms will begin on October 14 in the above units, except 
in certain state propellies defined in Administrative Code NR 10.01(3). 

DepaIlment staff have thoroughly analyzed 2009 harvest and herd status data to prepare population estimates for each 
management unit. The department also collected hunter input at 38 public meeting throughout the state and through 
the new online hunter observation survey implemented in 2009. 
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Table I. Deer Management units where a Herd Control season structure is recommended. Gun harvest of 
antlerless deer is not expected to move estimated populations in these units to within 20% of healthy goals. 

Maximum historic 
Estimated Gun antlerless antlerless gun kill without 

Goal over- over-winter harvest needed to get Herd Control season 
Unit winter density density to within 20% of goal structure 
1M 10 27 434 5 
8 20 25 2,192 4,707* 
11 20 25 2,615 3,180* 
12 20 28 2,387 1,633 
15 25 32 4,650 6,423* 
16 25 35 4,891 3,471 
21 25 34 2,963 2,373 
47 25 40 4,487 2,329 
51A 25 35 3,013 2,942 
51B 25 41 8,417 3,977 
54B 25 43 4,077 4,778 
54C 25 44 1,637 1,243 
57 25 34 1,928 1,344 
59C 25 46 13,362 8,199 
59D 25 31 1,831 4,031* 
59M 15 37 817 320 
60M 15 25 653 727* 
61 25 41 16,251 9,185 
62B 25 59 11,675 5,361 
63A 30 37 1,681 4,293* 
63B 25 42 2,924 2,569 
64 25 44 5,578 3,869 
64M 15 31 1,273 916 
65B 30 45 4,883 5,067* 
66 30 59 5,065 2,702 
67A 25 41 5,480 5,917* 
67B 25 44 3,237 3,426* 
68A 30 74 5,430 2,133 
68B 25 38 3,428 1,504 
72 20 30 4,099 5,963* 
73B 20 42 5,384 2,110 
73D 20 38 3,948 1,192 
74B 20 33 6,610 3,146 
77C 20 47 4,396 2,219 
77M 15 19 2,059 611 
80A 15 23 1,244 915 
80B 25 41 3,026 2,593 
81 15 70 1,255 354 
*This antlerless harvest occurred more than 10 years ago. 
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Table 2. Antlerless deer harvest quotas and bonus permit levels in deer management units with a regular gun 
season. 

Recommended 
Antlerless Gun Recommended 

Unit Quota Number of permits 

1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
9 
10 
13 
14 
17 
18 
19 
20 
22 
22A 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29A 
29B 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
49A 
49B 
50 
52 
53 

750 
2,600 

100 
100 
100 

0 
2,400 
2,000 

0 
100 

1,100 
700 
300 
200 

2,200 
3,500 
2,300 
1,800 
1,400 

200 
2,000 

0 
0 
0 

100 
800 
350 

1,500 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

100 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

700 
0 

500 
300 

0 
2,000 

1,675 
7,100 

300 
250 
250 

6,900 
4,875 

275 
2,850 
1,525 
675 
475 

6,175 
9,000 
5,200 
4,950 
3,525 

375 
5,500 

300 
2,300 
650 

3,125 

325 

1,200 

1,575 
950 

3,150 
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54A 4,000 10,100 
55 2,500 4,475 
56 500 575 
57A 1,700 3,400 
578 2,500 6,850 
57C 3,400 10,275 
58 6,500 16,500 
59A 5,000 9,000 
598 3,000 6,500 
60A 1,000 2,925 
608 1,200 4,675 
62A 800 1,175 
65A 1,100 2,500 
69 2,900 12,000 

74A 1,000 2,000 
78 100 300 

Total 67,400 179,750 
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