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Program. The enrolled lands have a grass cover for most of the tract along with a brush and grass mix on
the southeast. Additionatly, there are a couple of areas planted with corn for use as wildlife food plots.

The Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area Project was established in 1999 and encompasses

350,000 acres within 15 townships in St. Croix and Polk Counties, The acreage goal of 15,000 acres will
permanently protect approximately 10% of the historic grassland acrecage within the project. The project
area includes prairie remnants from one of the largest prairies found in the state along with a mix of
grasslands, potholes and inarshes that are extremely conducive to pheasant and waterfowl production, The
large, landscape scope of the project is based upon comprehensive research of biodiversity and ecosystem
management practices, Restoration of viable grasslands and wetlands to provide habitat for waterfowl,
pheasants and grassiand birds is the primary objective of the WPHRA project. The intent is to widely
scatter suitable habitat throughout the area, rather than concentrating the habitat in one place. Reductions
in habitat quality and quantity because of land use changes have contributed fo the decline of grassland
nesting wildiife populations. Also, wetland loss or degradation has been an important factor in the decline
of many wetland wildlife species. Ten species of birds known to occur in this area are state-listed as
endangered or threatened and 19 species are listed as special concern.

The state, local units of government and non-profit conservation organizations currently own
approximately 5,000 acres within the project boundary. These groups will continue to partner with the
Department to purchase land and ultimately achieve the habitat protection and restoration goals for the
project,

The Department recommends acceptance of this 204, 1-acre parcel from the Kinnickinnic River Land Trust
for the Western Prairie Habitat Restoration area to consolidate ownership, add acres of open grasslands to

the project area for nesting and buffer the headwaters of the Kmmcl\mmc River watershed. The land will
continue 10 be open for public cutdoor recreation.

FINANCING:
No funding is required for this transaction,

It was acquired in 2008 by the Land Trust using a stewardship grant of $338,250, federal NAWCA funds of
$180,000 and $30,000 in donated funds.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE WESTERN PRAIRIE HABITAT RESTORATION:

Established: 1999
Acres Purchased to Date: 1,065.38

Acquisition Goa]: 15,000.00

Percent Compiete: 7.10%
Cost to Date: $1,866,826.00

APPRAISAL (completed for the tand trust)

Appraiser: Michael Stone
Vatuation Date: December 29, 2008

Appraised Value: $676,500
Highest and Best Use: hobby farm

Allocation of Values:

a.  land: 204.1 acres @ $3,300 per acre: $676,500

b. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range: $2,856 to $3,740 per acre

Appraisal Review: Peter Woiter — April 27, 2009
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its September 2009 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted gift of 204.1 acres of land in St. Croix County for the
Western Prairic Habitat Restoration Area from the

KINNICKINNIC RIVER
LAND TRUST

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity,

Natural Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR
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