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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM hem No. 
3.B.3 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY - IOWA COUNTY 

FOR: SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Depm1ment has obtained an option to purchase 251.88 acres of land from George and Mark Ramsden lor 
$730,500 for the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in Iowa County. The item is being submitted because the 
purchase price exceeds $150,000. 

The parcel falls within the project boundary and is bordered by state-owned lands a long tluee sides and connects 
large blocks of existing deparhnent ownership. The property is located within the Wisconsin River floodplain, 
consisting of Illostly lowland hardwoods and wetland area. The parcel includes 5,600 feet of frontage along the 
southern bank orthe Wisconsin River and 2,600 feet of frontage along both banks of Marsh Creek and a couple of 
backwater ponds. It will provide an important access point to this part of the river and improve access to other 
department lands. The property may be accessed from STH 133 or fi'ol1l adjacent DNR lands. Acquisition of the 
parcel will protect the scenic and natural values orthe tract in addition to providing opportunities for public 
recreation and natural resource management orthe land. 

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway (LWSR) was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the 
Wisconsin River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional lands to close separations 
between the wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the L WSR are to protect scenic lands along the river, enhance 
wild life habitat and to meet the recreational the needs of the public. A cooperative efforl between citizens, 
environmental groups, elected officials and the Department ended sllccessfully with the passage of the law 
establishing the Lower Wisconsin State Rivenvay and the Lower Wisconsin State Rivcrway Board. 

Acquisition of the Ramsden parcel will provide opportunities for public recreation, allow natural resource 
management, consolidate state ownership and preserve the natural condition of the Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway. 

RECOMM ENDA nON: Thai Ihe Board approve the purchase of251.88 acres of land for $730,500 for Lower Wisconsin Slate 
Rivcrway ill Iowa County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No [8J 
No [8J 
NoD 

Fiscal Estimate Required 
Envirollmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
Background Memo 

APPROVED: 

ninistralor, Laur e Os .ndorf - AD~ 

secr~ 
cc: S. Miller - LF/6 

R. Slenes - LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/8 
L. Eagan - SCR/Fitchburg 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Y cs [8J Attached 

Date 

Date 

Date 



State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 18,2009 FILE REF: WR 70022 

TO: Governor Doyle 

FROM: Matthew J~:;z. 
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Ramsden Tract, File WR 70022, 

Option Exp ires December 3, 2009 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Lower Wisconsin State Rivcl'way 
Iowa County 

Grantor: 

George and Mark Ramsden 
2828 Red Hill Road 
Avoca, WI 53506 

Acres: 25 1.88 
Price: $730,500 
Appraised Value: $730,500; $756,000 
Interest: Fcc title purchase 
Improvements: None 

Location: The property is located in northwestcllllowa County about three miles cast of Avoca in the 
Town of Clyde. 

Land Description: The land is primarily river floodplain. It has 2,600 feet of fi·ontage on the Wisconsin 
River. 

Covertvpe Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agriculture 

Type: 

Grass 
Bl1Ish 
Cropland 
Lowland Woodland 
TOTAL: 

Present Use: Agriculture and Public Recreation 
EU1posed Use: Public Recreation 
Tenure: 2 1 YCllrs 
Property Taxes: $862 
Option Date: August· 5,2009 

Acreage: 

83.00 
42.00 

4 .88 
122.00 
251.88 

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hUllting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing, 

Pr int ... l ol1 
Ke(yckJ 

PJp.:r 
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2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Depm1ment proposes to purchase the 251.88-acre Ramsden tract for the Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway project area. The parcel falls within the project boundary and is bordered by state-owned lands 
along three sides and connects large blocks of existing depaJ1ment ownership. The parcel is located within 
the Wisconsin River floodplain, consisting of mostly lowland hardwoods and wetland area and includes 
5,600 feet of fi'ontage along the southern bank of the Wisconsin River and 2,600 feet of fi'ontage along both 
banks of Marsh Creek and a couple of backwater ponds. It will provide an impOitant access point to this 
paJ1 of the river and improve access to other Depaltment lands. The propelty may be accessed fi'om STH 
133 or fi'om adjacent depm1ment-owned lands. Acquisition of the parcel will protect the scenic and natural 
values of the tract, in addition to providing oppOitunities for public recreation and natural resource 
management of the land. 

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the 
Wisconsin River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional lands to close 
separations between the wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the LWSR are to protect scenic lands along 
the river, enhance wildlife habitat and to meet the recreational the needs of the public. A cooperative effort 
between citizens, environmental groups, elected officials and the Depmtment ended successfully with the 
passage of the law establishing the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway Board. 

The Depal1ment recommends acquisition of the Ramsden parcel to provide opportunities for public 
recreation, to allow natural resource management, to consolidate state O\\'oership, to prevent development 
incompatible with the goals of the project, and to preserve the nattlral condition of the Lower Wisconsin 
Riverway. 

3. FINANCING: 

State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated: 

Funds allotted to Wild Rivers program (FY I 0): 
$2,000,000 

Balance after proposed transaction: 
$588,497 

4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY: 

Establisheq: 1989 
Acres Purchased to Date: 48,519.80 
Acquisition Goal: 78,855.00 
Percent Complete: 61.53% 
Cost to Date: $22,644,843.48 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Appraiser: Michael Stone 
Valuation Date: January 20, 2009 
Appraised Value: $730,500 
Highest and Best Use: Outdoor recreation-residential 

Allocation of Values: 

a. land: 251.88 acres @ $2,900.19 per acre: $730,500.00 
b. market data approach used, four comparable sales cited 
c. adjusted value range: $2,207 to $3,284 pel' acre 

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott - July 30, 2009 
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Comment: A second appraisal was done. Julie Hankes estimated value at $756,000. The Stone report was 
used for negotiations. 

RECOMMENDED: 

fZ~, 
Richard EISteffeS 

~s{~'~ 

~~ 
RES:dv 

~{~I ~<\ 
Date 
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George Ramsden Fee 
T8N R2E Sec. 9 & 10, Town of Clyde, Iowa County, WI 

DNR Owned 

I' · "'] DNR Project Boundary '_ 1111 
- • - Section Line 

WR 70022 
Orthophoto 

Lower Wisconsin 
State Riverway 

N 

A 
I.t __ -====-__ -====-__ ..11 Miles 

o 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 
Created by Bureau of Facllities end l ands 

Rea! Estate Section 
hJgust 13,2009 
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