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(R 9/07)

~ The Hugh Becker Foundation will donate $7,000 to designate Critical Habitat on six Northern Region
SUBJECT: Muskellunge waters.

FOR: JUNE 2009 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Secretary Matt Frank

SUMMARY:

The purpose of this project is to identify and protect critical muskellunge spawning and nursery habitats on 6 important
muskellunge lakes in North-Central Wisconsin. Our approach is to utilize the State's management authority under the
Critical Habitat Designation Program. The Critical Habitat Designation Program plays an important role in implementing
legislative and judicial mandates entrusted to the Wisconsin DNR. Critical Habitat Designation is a program that includes
formal designations of wetland and aquatic plant sensitive areas, public rights features including spawning habitat, and
resource protection areas (areas within the shoreland zone). All of these elements combine to provide regulatory and
management advice to the State of Wisconsin, counties, local units of governments, and others who hold authorities or are
interested in protecting and preserving these unique habitats for future generations. CHDs provide science-based, specific
and tractable actions that will reap immediate and unforeseen future benefits.

The $7,000 Hugh Becker 2009 Foundation funds will be used to employee temporary professional staff needed to
coordinate the field efforts, complete the habitat sampling, write reports, notify landowners, and conduct informational
meetings and hearings.

RECOMMENDATION: Irecommend we accept this generous offer.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No Fiscal Estimate Required Yes D Attached
No Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement Required Yes D Attached
No D Background Memo Yes Attached
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Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its June 2009 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of $7,000 from

The Hugh Becker Foundation

will be used to employee temporary professional staff needed to coordinate
the field efforts, complete the habitat sampling, write reports notify
landowers, and conduct informational meetings and hearings on six
Northern Region Muskellunge waters.

Our expression of appreciation on behalf of Wisconsin's citizens is
hereby recorded in the official records of the Natural Resources Board. We
acknowledge this generous contribution.

Natural Resources Board

Christine Thomas, CHAIR



