


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM;

State of Wisconsin

November 6, 2009 . FILE REF: D 5005
Natural Resources Board

Matthew J. Frank

SUBJECT: Proﬁosed Gilt of an Easement and Articles of Dedication from the Church Tract, File # D 5005

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Natural Areas Program
Observatory Hill State Natural Area
Marquette County

Grantor:
Charles and Barbara Church

N2070 14" Court
Montello, W1 53949

Interest: Easement and Articles of Dedication
Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located about five miles south of the Village of Montello.

Land Description: The land ranges from level to sloping.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreape:
Pine Plantation 6.0
Upland/Woodland 24.0
TOTAL: 30.0

Zoning: None

Present Use: Recreation

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Scientific Study
Intent to Donate Easement Date: October 28, 2009

Stewardship Land Access: This property’s access will be limited to Department personnel and educational
research groups only. .

JUSTIFICATION:

Charles and Barbara Church have offered to donate a 30-acre conservation easement and articles of
dedication to the Department for the Statewide Natural Areas program. The parcel is part of the
Observatory Hill State Natural Area, which is the highest point in southern Marquette County. The parcel
is an isolated outcropping of rhyolite rising 300 feet above the surrounding landscape, The fine-grained
rhyolite, an igneous rock embedded with feldspar crystals, is highly resistant to ¢rosion and has been dated to
1.76 billion years ago. The exposed rock faces at the summit have grooves and striations created by the
passage of the glacial ice sheet 12,000 years ago.
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2009, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted a gift of a 30-acre easenent with articles of dedication from

CHARLES AND BARBARA CHURCH

The easement will be for the Observatory Hill State Natural Area in Marquette
County. It is significant that individuals such as yourself are interested in helping -
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR












