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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM temNo,__ 5:B-12

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION — WILD ROSE HATCHERY —~ WAUSHARA COUNTY

FOR: AUGUST 2009 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY:

The Department has obtained an option to purchase 2.18 acres of land from Phillip Rozell for $180,000 for the Wild
Rose Hatchery in Waushara County. The item is being submitted because the improvement value exceeds 35% of
total value and the price is more than $150,000.

The Rozell parcel includes a large pole building that would be used for hatchery operations storage on the east side of
STH 22. In addition, the property has a newer house. If acquired, the house will be occupied by a fisheries technician
who can then enhance on-site security and operations oversight. Mr. Rozell purchased the property in 2007 for
$157,000. He is accepting $180,000 rather than the appraised value of $200,000 to account for the short tenure.

The Rozell parcel is located on the east side of STH 22 in the area of the second phase of construction of the cool
water rearing ponds currently under construction for the Wild Rose Fish Hatchery. State purchase of this land would
lessen the chance of more private, commercial development impacting hatchery operations in the future. Its current
agricultural zoning would allow uses that could damage water quality, which is critical for fish propagation.

The Wild Rose Fish Hatchery, the largest coldwater hatchery in the state, is part of the Pine River System and utilizes
the coldwater springs on one of the branches of the Pine River. The project was created in 1907 within the Pine River
project boundary. The Department is now planning a complete renovation and expansion of the fish rearing
operations. The construction will include 15 acres of ponds and new buildings on the east side of Highway 22. The
plans include a new visitor center area since it is estimated that up to 10,000 people visit this facility every year.
Ninety-five percent of the fish raised at this hatchery end up in the Great Lakes.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 2.18 acres of land for $180,000 for Wild Rose Hatchery.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [ Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [] Attached
No [ Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [] Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [X] Attached
APPROVED: /

- 20-07

7/2907
7"-?/’"0{9

Date

Secretary, Matthew J. Frank - AD/8 Date

cc: S. Miller — LF/6
R. Steffes — LF/6
L. Ross — AD/8
M. Staggs — FM/4
R. Kazmierczak — NER/Green Bay
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Phillip Rozell Fee
T20N R11E Sec. 19, Town of Springwater, Waushara County, Wi
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