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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
3.8.2 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION- STATEWJJ)E NATURAL AREA PROGRAM- SUGAR CAMP HEMLOCKS
ONEIDA COUNTY 

FOR: APRIL 2009 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: Action on this proposed purchase was deferred at the February meeting of the Natural Resources Board. The Board 
was interested in more background on the surrounding land and discussion about optimal project size. The current 
proposal is for purchase of 80 acres of land from the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands (BCPL) for $144,000 
for lands in the Statewide Natural Area, Sugar Camp Hemlocks. 

The property has a cover type of old growth hemlock along with maple, yellow birch and white pine. The 
Department desires to protect old growth forest as this is a rare cover type in the state. This parcel represents 23% of 
all the known relict old-growth forest within this ecological unit with only three other tracts remaining. It was 
identilied as natural area quality in BCPL 's 2004 inventory. Privately owned land surrounds the 80 acres, although 
land on three sides is open via the Managed Forest Law and a school forest is on the west side. In the future, the 
Department may attempt to acquirr: up to an additional 200 acres around the BCPL acreage to add to and buffer the 
old growth forest and to improve access iC alter further examination of the surrounding parcels, we believe there is 
opportunity to expand the area of old growth management. 

Signed into law on April 19,2006. Wisconsin Act 352 sets aside $2,000,000 per year from 2007 through 2010 from 
the Stewardship fund to acquire land from BCPL This allows the Department to preserve high quality natural area 
land and consolidate department land ownership for other conservation projects. Further. the legislation provides for 
BCPL's use of the sale proceeds to acquire working forestland for timber management and public access. The 
annual allocation \vas extended in the recent Stewardship re-authorization for an add itiunal I 0 years. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board appro\e the purchase of 80 acres of land for $144,000 for the Statewide Natural Area 
program in Oneida Count~. 
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