NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Gem Ne

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION — CENTRAL WISCONSIN GRASSLAND CONSERVATION AREA -
ADAMS COUNTY

FOR: OCTOBER 2008 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY:  The Deparrment has obtained an option to purchase 160 acres of land from Marjorie Staples for S339.000 for the
Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area (CWGCAY in northern Adams Counry. The item is being submitted
because the purchase price exceeds S130.000.

The 160 acres lies approximatels one mile north ol existing state ownership and if managed for grassland habitat
would help provide a link between two prime habitat areas. the old Leola Marsh Wildlife Area and the Buena Visia
Wildlite Area both managed far the greater praivie chicken. ‘The parcel was historically cleared for farming and has
been partially haved and pastured while other parts of it have been left fallow tor a number of years. 1t consists of
approximately 140 acres of open grass and 20 acres of brush woods. There is good access via 'i-mile of paved town
road frontage on its north line and - =-mile of gravel town road [rontage on both its west and south boundaries

The Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area, approved by the Natural Resources Board in October ot 2004,
is designed 1o protect up to 13.000 acres to meet the habitat needs of many rare and declining erassland spucies. most
notably the Greater Prairic Chicken. The CWGCA represents one of the last opportunities in the state 1o manage
erasslands at a landscape scaie, Anether goal of the projeet is 10 provide limited low impact outdoor recreation
oppottunitics compatible with zrassland management.

The Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Arvea covers portions of six countics, [t surrounds several smaller
wildlife management projects, as well as two fishery management project areas. The project area boundan was
developed by determining the core range for historic and current prairie chicken populations, and the management
ooals are primarily for grasslands species such as the praivic chicken and various songbirds.

The Staples land lies within the current range of the greater prairie chicken. 4 state threatened species. [he parcel
lies in a portion of the Buena Vista Grasslands, which is part of CWGCA . with relanively tow numbers of prairie
chickens and low activity levels. as defined by the number of males on spring booming erounds, and compared with
the remainder of the property.

Department ownership of this land will provide opportunities for public recreation. consolidate state ownership.
allow for wildlite management. and protect the site from development incompatible with the geals of the project.
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 160 acres of land for $359.000 for Central Wisconsin Grassland

Conservation Arca in Adams County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] attached
No [ FEnvironmental Assessment of Iimpact Statement Required Yes [ ] Attached
~No [ Background Memo Yes K] Amached
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 2. 2008 FIL} REF: Whl 00006
1O Govermnor Dosle

FROM: Matthew 1/1/:W ?’

SUBIECT: Proposced Land Acguisition, Marjorie Staples Tract. File = WM 6006,

Option Lxpires December 5. 2008

PARCFEL DESCRIPTION:

Central Wisconsin Grass.and Canservation Area
Adams County

Grantor:

Marjorie Staples

¢ o Attorney Tom Kubasta
P.O. Box 347

Plainficld. W 34966

Acrest 160,00

Price: $339.000.00

Appraised Value: S339.000 $360.000
lmerast: Fee

lmprovements: Nonsg

Location: The properms is located in narth-central Adams Counts in the Town of I.eola about 80 miles
north of Madisan.

Land Description: The fand ix jevel with slightly more relief on the westem half ot the property.

Water Resources: There is approximately ope-mile of two-bank frontage on an unnamed drainage ditch.

Covernvpe Breakdown: Type: Acreage:
Orass Pasture [EIYRAIY;
Upland Woodland 20400
IDTAL: Va0 H)

Zoning: No tewn zoning

Present U'se: Agriculture and some recreational use
Proposed Use: Wildlife Manazement and Public Recreation
Tenure: More than 20 vears

Property laxes: STO8.000

Option Dater Auguse 12, 2008

Comments: The landowner Jesives 1 2008 closing,

Stewardship Land Access This praperty will be vpen to the public Tor oll nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting. fishing. trapping and cross-countrs skiing.
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JSTIFICATION:

\lariorie Staples has agreed to sell 160 acres of her property 10 the state as an addition to the Central
\Wisconsin Grasslands Conservation Area in Adams County. The 160 acres lies approximately one mile
north of existing state vwnership and 1f managed for grassland habitat, would help provide a link between
two prime habitar areas. the old Leola Marsh Wildlife Area and the Buena Vista Wildlife Area both
managed for the greater prairic chicken. The parcel was historically cleared for tarming and has been
panjahll.\' haved and pastured while other parts of' it have been left fallow for a number of vears. It consists
of approximately 140 acres of open grass and 20 acres ol brush woods, There is good access to the subjzct
via *z-mile of paved 1own road frontage on its north line and '--m:le of wravel wown road frontage on btk
irs west and south boundaries

The Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area. approved by the Natural Resources Board n October
of 2004, is designed to protect up to 13,000 acres to meet the habiwt needs of many rare and declining
crassland species, most notably the Greater Prairie Chicken. The € WGCA represents one of the last
opportunities in the state to munaze arasslands ata landscape seale. Ancther goal of the project is 1o
provide limited Tow impact cutdoar recreation opportunitics compitible with grassland management.

I'he Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area covers portions of siv counties. It surrounds severa!
smaller wildlife management profects. as well as two fishery maragement project arcas. The project area
boundary was developed by determiming the core range for historic and current prairic chicken populations.
and the management goais are primarily for grasslands species such as the praine chicken and various

songbirds.

The Staples tand lies within the current range of the greater prairic chicken. a state threatened species. The
parcel lies in a portion of the Buena Vista Grasslands, which is pamt of CWGCAL with relatively fow
qumbers of prairie chickens and fow activity levels. as defined by the number of males on spring hoonung
zrounds, and compared with the remainder of the propernty. Acguisiiion of this parcel will allow the
davelopment of qualits grassland acreage ata minimal cost and in ar ared where it is most needed. The
development and maintenance of adequate grassland habitat on this property will provide added security
for the chicken population in this specific area. Other state-ownead lands managed for grassland habitat I
to the east of the parcel,

Department ownership of this land will provide opportunitics fur public recreation. consolidate state
ownership, allow for wildlite management. and protect the site fron: dovelopment incompatible with the
woals of the project.
FENANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are antcipated:

Funds aliomad to program: Balance alier proposed transaction:

SO0 00 S2.116.166

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE CLENTRAL WISCONSIN GRASSLAND CONSERVATION AREA:

Established: 2005
Acres Purchased to Date: 1.113.106
Acguisition Goal: 13.000.00

Percent Complete: 743
Cost 1o Date: $1.336. 14200

APPRAISALS:

Appraiser: Rodney Bush - (Privaic Appraiser)
Valuation Date: Julv 1. 2008

Appraised Value: S360.000.00

Highest and Best Uise: Avricaliure




Allocation of Values:

o, land: 160,00 acres d S2.250.00 per acre: $360.000.00
b, market data approach used. four comparable sales cited
¢ adjusted value range: S2.170.00-52.293.93

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter - fuly 14, 2008

Appraiser: Phil Lepinski - tPrivaie Appraiser)
Yaluation Date: May 7. 2008

Appraised Value: $339.004

Hishest and Best Use: Agriculture

Allocation ol Values:

4 land: 160.00 acres @ S2.130 per acre: S344,000 ouinus SX.000 for reclamation costs: S339.000
k. market duta approach used. four comparable sales cited

c. adjusted value range: $1.730-52.486

Appraisal Revicw: Peter Wolter - July 11 2008

Comments: There are some old remnants and foundations from a residence and set of farm buildings along
with 2 sand-puini wzIl and sanitary system present. The appraiser deducted a reclamation cost
from the estimated value of the subject o take care of these reclamation fees. The Lepinski
report was selected by the Department tor use in the negotiations.
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@ wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.
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StaplesProperty

T 20M. R 7E. Section 4, Tawn of Lecla, Adams County
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