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SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - LOWER WOLF RIVER BOTTOMLANDS NATURAL RFSOURCE AREA -
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

FOR: OCTOBER 2008 BOARD ME ETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steftes

SUMMARY: Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust has ofvered 1o donate 441,92 acres of land to the Department for the Lower olf
River Bottomlands Natural Resource Area in Winnebago County.

The 441.9-acre tract known as “Winneconne W etlands® s located in the Town of Winchester in Winnebago County about 13 miles
northwest of the City of Oshkosh. The pareel falls within the focus area of the project boundary. Access 10 the parcel is along an
casement from Highway MM on the cast side of the parcel. The Rat River Wildlife Arsa project about 1.5 miles to the northeast and
the Wolf River Wildlife Area project about one mile to the northwest.

Winneconne Wetlands have been identified through numerous surveys as containing vers high quality northern sedee meadow and
cmergent marsh natural communitics. The site was historically used as a mowing meadow . The site is dominated by bluc-joint grass
and tussock sedge in some areas, and camail-bulrush in others. This type of wetland was ance very common in the area. but most of
this habitat tvpe has heen lost or degraded by land use practices. Winneconne Wetlands is remarkably devoid of significant invasive
plant specics problems, such as recd canary grass and purple loosestife. The site provides high quality wildlife habirat for waterfowl.
amphibians. reptiles. and a host of other w otland bird and mammal species, Species found include beaver. muskrat. oner. northerm
harrier. Sandhill crane. American bittern. and Virginia rait. Blanding’s wrtle and wood trtle (both state-(hreatened) are found here.
and the state-threatened vellow rail nests on-site,

The Lower Wolf River Bottomlands Natural Resource Arca was established 1o protect the Lower Wolf River and Lmbarrass River
corridor and their imponant floodplain forests. and includes portions of the Lake Winnebago pool system. which is important to many
aguatic species. especially the lake sturzeon. This is an ccologically important landscape tucked away between the urban areas and
agriculiural communities of cast-central Wiscansin and the extensive forests of northern Wisconsin, The project arca is predominately
open and rural with large. highly productive wetlands that are dominated by native vegetation. Agriculiural areas are another
predaminant element of this landscape. The close proximity of the project arca to the population center of the Fox River Vallen
makes il very popular for a multitude of recreational pursuits. especially fishing and hunting, 1.and uses in the arca are guickly
changing and development pressure is increasing. There are existing DNR projects within the Lower Woll River Bottomland project
boundary. The Department owns and manages approximately 31,000 acres within those projects.

Ownership by the Department would allow for natural area. wildlife, and habitat management and to provide for public recreation
including hunting. trapping, hiking and cross-count: skiing. The parcel is proposed for state natural arca designation through the
master planning process.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of 441.92 acres of land for the Lower Woll River Bottomlands Natural
Resource Area prowram. that a certificate of appreciation be sent to Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust and

that an expression of appreciation be made a part of the official records of the Natural Resources Board.
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

T

FROML

SUBIECL:

September 10 2008 FILE REEF: WA 60007

Natural Resources Board

Matthew J W 3”‘

Proposed Land Donation. Nertheast Wisconsin Land Trust.
Option Expires on January 2. 2009

I'tact. Fife = W 60007

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Lower Wolf River Bonomlands Natural Resource Area
Winnebagoe County

Orantor;

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust

¢ o Robert Stadel, President

14 Tri-Park Way . Buitding .. Suite |
Appleton. W1 54915

Acres: 441,92

Price: S0

Appraised Value: 6670000 Augustny 306200 (Steira)
[nrerest: Gift of fee title

Lmprovenments: Nong

Location: The tract is Jocated in Winnchago County 15 miles northw est of the Cinv of Oshkosh.

Land Description: The subjeet land is level o gently rolling

Covertype Breakdown: Tupe: Acredge
Woetland ITRL2
Lowland 'Woods HOL0
Crassland 6.0
TOTAL 44192

Zoning: Agriculture and Floodplain Wetland

Present Lse: Recreation

Proposed Use: Wildlife Management and Public Recreation

Tenure: Clark: Adelphson — I the family for many decades: Northeast W Land Trust to acquire from
Clark Adolphson und immediately donate 1o the Departmen:

Eotter of Intent: September 50 2008

Stewardship Land Accgss: This property will be open Lo the pubhic fur a1l nature based cutdoor
recraational activities to include hunting, fishing. trapping. hixing and cress-country sking.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department proposes 10 accept the donation trom the Northeast W isconsin Land Trust ofthe 43192
qere tract known as ~Winnzconne Wetlands™ that is located in the Town of Winchester in Winnebago
County about 13 miles nortnaest o' the City of Oshkosh. The parcel fails within the focus area of the




araject boundary. Access 1o the parcer 13 along an casemeit from Highw e MM on the cast side of the
[t ; bR =

parcel. The Rar River % idlife Arca project is about 1.3 miles te the nartheast and the Wolf River Wildlite

Area project about a mile to ihe northwest, Vake Winneconne 1s a mile south,

The Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust plans to acquire the property it the near future using $S100.000 of
North American Wetlands Conservation Act funds held by PDucks L nlimited and $318.688 in the Knowles
Nelson Stewardship grant funding under the Habitat Areas subprogram, After its purchase 1s complete. the
Jand trust desires to donate the land to the state. Ownership by the Department would allow for natural
area. wildlife, and habitat management and will provide for public recreation including hunting. rapping.
hiking and cross-county sking. The narcel s proposed for state natural aves designation through the master
planning process.

Winneconne Wetlands bave peen identitied through numeraus sursey s as containing very high quality
sorthern sedge meadow and emergent marsh natural comm unities. The site was historically used as «
mowing meadow. The site is dominzted by blue-joint grass and tussack sedee in some areas, and
~amail-bulrush in others, This tvpe of wetland was once sery commor 15 the ared. hut most of this habitar
e has been lost or degraded by jand use practices, Winneconne Wetlands is remarkably devoid of
signiticant invasive plant species problems. such as reed canan grass and purple loosestrife. The site
provides high quality wildhife habitat for waterfond. amphibians, reptiles. and a host of other wetland bird
and mammal species. Species fuund include beaver, muskrat. otter, narthern harrier, Sandhill crane.
American bittern. and Virzinia rail Blanding’s turtle and wood iurtle thoth state-threatened) are tound
here. and the state-threatanad « cllow il nests on site.

The Lower Wolf Riser Bowomlands Natural Resource Area was established to prowect the Lower Walt
Risor and Frmbarrass Riser corridor and their important floadplain forests, and includes portions of the
Lake Winncbago pool sustem. which s important to many aguatic specivs. zzpecially the lake sturgeon.
This is an ecologicalls importan: landscape tucked away between the urban areas and agricultural
communities of cast-central W ixconsia and the extensive forests of northern Wiseonsin, ‘The project ared 15
predominately open and rural with targe. highly productive wetlands that are deminated by native
vegetation. Agricultural areas are another predominant element af this landscape. The close proximity of
tha project arca to the popuiation center of the Fox River Valley makes it vers popular lor a multitude of
recreational pursuits. especially fishing and hunting. Land uscs 1n the area are quickly changing and
development pressure is increasing. There are existing DNR proiects within the Lower Woll River
Bottomland project boundary . The Department owns and manages approximately 21,000 acres within
those projects.

This area is important for mizrating waterfow! and other birds. Approximately ten percent of the warld':
tundra swans migrate throuzs the Lower Wolt River Bottomlands Natural Resource Area in the spring.
alung with other waterfoun] mumbering in the tens of thousands,

The Department recommends aceeptance of the 441.92-acre Winneconre W cilands parcel to allow natra.
ared. wildlife, habitat management, and W provide for nature-based outdoor recreation,

FINANCING;

No department land avquisiion tunds are required. However, S318.688 will be paid from Stewardship
funds via a grant to the non-profit arganization for use i acquiring the land from private owners,

ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WOLF RIVER BOTTOMLANDS NATURAL RESOURCE
AREA:

Latablished: 2002

Acres Purchased 1o 1ate: 328895
Acquisition Goal: 43.000.00
Percent Complete: 7.5t

Cost o Date: $6. 14278573
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RiChL‘il’d F. Steftes . Date
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.rossi wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.
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Northeast Wl Land Trust Property

T 20N. R 15E. Secdtions 19 & 30. Town of Winchester. Winnebago County
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its Octaber 2008 mecting. the Natural Resourees Board
aratetully accepted gitt of 341,92 acres ol land in Winnehago County for the
Lower Wolf River Bertomlands Natural Resources Arca from

NORTHEAST WISCONSIN LAND TRUST

It is significant that arganizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin's natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of aur appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board, W present this certificate of sincere appreviation on behalt of

present and future generations to thank vou for your thoughttulness and generosity.

Norural Resotrces Board

Christine Thomas., CHAIR



