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SUMMARY:
RICHARD (RICK) S. WOICTAR WILL RETIRE ON FEBRUARY 21. 2008 FROM IL I)[PT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES FOLLOWING MORE THAN 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICL TO THE PLEOP I P. OF

WISCONSIN, RICK H AS BEEN A CONSCIENTIOUS AND DEDICATLED EMP JO\ LE THROUGHOUT HIS
CARELR. EARNING THE FRIENDSHIP AND RESPECT OF HIS FELLOW EMPLOYEES AND THE CITIZENS HE

SERVED.

RECOMMENDATION:

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

Fiscal Estimate Required Yes ’:J Attached

Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement Required Yes | Attached
No Background Memo Yes D Attached
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Retirement Resolution

Richard S. Wojciak. Regional Forestry Leader for the South Central Region. stationed at Fitchburg.  retired on February
21, 2008 with over 30 vears of dedicated service to the people and the natural resources of the State of Wisconsin, Rick
began his career with the Department on July 18, 1977 as a Forester Ranger Trainee stationed temporarily at Tomahawk.
He served at Havward as his field training location until March of 1978. Rick was then assigned to Poynette, his first
permanent field station, wherc he served as a Forester Ranger until April 30, 1983,

[n May, 1983, Rick was promoted to Arca Ranger/Statt Specialist stationed at Dodgevifle. His duties included directiy
supervising the fire staff in the Dodgeville Arca and serving as Fire Staff Specialist for the Southern District. In 1992, Rick
was promoted to Area Forestry Leader for the Dodgeville Area assuming supervisory duties for all forest management staff
and fire staff.

On January 9, 1994. Rick was promoted to the position of District Forestry Supervisor and stationed at the Southern
District Headquarters located in Fitchburg. He was responsible for oversceing the total forestry program in the fifteen
counties making up the Dodgeville. Madison and Horicon areas as well as the Wilson Nursery operation. Program
activities included: private lands forest management. state lands forest management, fire prevention. fire pre-suppression.
firc suppression and the Cooperative Fire Management program. e was an active member of the Southern District
Management Team as well as the statewide Forest Management program team.

When the Department reorganized its management structure in 1997, Rick became the Lower Wisconsin River I.and Basin
Team Leader supervising all staff having terrestrial management duties in 4 six county area including those in Wildlife
Management. Forestry. Parks & Recreation, Facilities & Lands. and Fndangered Resources. A series of comprehensive.
multi-program, integrated management initiatives were successfully implemented across program and division boundaries.

Another Department reorganization in 2002 brought Rick back into the forestry program full time when he was chosen as
the Regional Forestry Leader, stationed at Fitehburg. His new responsibilities once again were to supervise all aspects of
the forestry program within the twelve counties of the South Central Region. These dutics included supervising the
Regional Forestry Leadership team who in turn supervised on the ground program delivery though their staff. Rick was
responsible for serving as a liaison with the public. budget integrity. consistency in program delivery per statewide
standards, as well as administrative and supervisory dutics. He continued to be an active member of the South Central
Region Leadership Team as well as the statewide Forestry Leadership Team.

Throughout his 30+vear career, Rick served on many statewide specialist committees and ad hoc teams. These included
three major forestry program and organization study committees. In 1993 he served on the Forestry Organization
Committec, in 1994 the Forest Fire Study Committee and in 1996 the Private Forestry program review. He was also
involved in many Regional Forestry Programs Audits both within and outside the South Central Region.

WHEREAS, Richard S. Wojciak has served the people of the State of Wisconsin faithfully and well in the performance of
duties and has thus earned the commendation due an exemplary public emplovee:

NOW, THEREFORE. the Natural Resources Board at its March 23-26. 2008 meeting in Madison. Wisconsin. recognizes
such faithtul service with due respect and gratitude. and hereby makes this commendation a part of its official records.

Natural Resources Board

Christine Thomas. CHAIR



