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Wisconsin Forestry Facts:
Forest Management on Wisconsin DNR Lands
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DNR manages  
980,000 acres,  
5.7% of Wisconsin’s  
17.1 million  
acres of forested lands.

DNR manages state forest lands for a wide 
variety of objectives and also provides 
support to private landowners, who own 
70 percent, or 11.9 million acres, of 
Wisconsin’s forests

Approximately 80% of DNR Forested 
Lands are Actively Managed Forests
763,257 acres of the 980,585 forested acres 

are scheduled for forest managment

Forest Inventory is Up To Date
Current forest inventory data supports informed management.  
Of DNR lands, 97% have been inventoried in the last 20 years.
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Timber Sale Establishment on DNR Lands
5 year average of acres established for timber harvest per year has increased 
2009–2013, 20,000 acres, a 46% increase from 
2004–2008, 13,640 acres, a 56% increase from 
1999–2003, 8,725 acres
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Revenue Cost

Costs include salary and supply
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State Fiscal Investment in Timber Sale 
Program and Timber Sale Revenues

For every $1 invested in the Timber sale program,  
$3 are returned by timber sale revenue.

TIMBER SALE BACKLOG 
ON STATE LANDS

Year Acres

2007 170,000
2009 118,800
2011 106,000

2013 65,200

2014 47,300

Significant  
reduction in  
timber sale 
backlog due  
to updated 
inventory, plans 
and increasing 
timber sales.

Contact:
Teague Prichard
608-264-8882
Teague.Prichard@wisconsin.gov
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