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11 is located 25 miles scuthwest of the City of Ashland and includes approximately 2,100 feet of frontage
on the west fork of the ‘White River. This property would provide for walk-in access to a stretch of the
White River midway t.ctween current access locations. Future off-road parking could be provided on the
parcel as it links with department propetty to its north and property owned by the Town of Delta to the
northeast. State ownership will protect the natural values of the tract for future generations, and allow
continued use of the tract for public recreation,

The White River Fishery Area was established in 1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic trout
stream and watershed. This multiple-use area is dedizated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other
compatible outdoor recreational and educational opportunities. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds,
and cutlet flows of several glacial lakes provide the high quality water for this outstanding trout stream. In
2004, the project boundary was expanded by more than 6,500 acres {o protect the river corridor between
existing department-managed properties. This expansion connects the 10,000-acre Bibon Swamp State
Natural Area in Bayfield County with the 960-acre White River Wildlife Area in Ashland County. The
goals of the project are to manage and protect the water and {ishery resources of the area and provide
opportunities for public recreation.

The White River meanders along the northern edge of the property. It is one of Wisconsin’s premier trout
streams and extremely popular for fly-fishing enthusiasts. The 80-acre property is located between two
department fishery survey stations. These two stations, Bolen Creek and Sutherland Bridge, have the
highest brown trout density of all the stations on the White River. The stations, which are located furthest
upstream of all stations included in the survey, averaged 443 brown trout > 6"/mile compared to the
downstream four station average of 359 brown trout > 6"/mile. The parcel is also located near the upper
end of the Bibon Swanyp amongst the transition area from higher gradient area upstream to the lower
gradient area downstream. The floodplain on the parcel is wide and shallow to ease flood effects and help
water quality downstrgam. Trout habitat is in the form of undercut banks, tag alder cover and laige wood
in the channel, and the substrate in the river is primarily sand. The parcel plovides brown trout foraging as
well as provides for caver and coldwater temps for much of the year. This is also a staging area for {rout
moving upstream to spawning areas, Deep holes present near outside bends and uncut banks provide
over-wintering habitat for trout, Acquisition of this property would provide protection to an area that has
the highest average density of brown trout on the White River,

The Department recommends acquisition of the tract to provide public access to the land and river, protect
the water. resources of the property and associated habitat, permit fishery management and other natural
resouree activities and consolidate state ownership for. the White River Fishery Arca. .
FINANCING:
State Stewardship (FY 11) bond funds are anticipated:

Funds allotted to program: - Balance after proposed fransaction:

$50,G90,000 $26,845,046

ACQUISITION STA’ TUS OF THE WHITE RIVER F YSHERY AREA:

Established: 1961 _

Acres Purchased to Date: 3,883.41

Acquisition Goal: 10,754.00 acres _

Percent Complete: 36.11% ' o -
Cost io Date: $1,660,724,70 P e

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Lee Steigerwaldt

Valuation Date: July {4, 2009

Appr aised Value: $277, 500 00

Highest and Best Use: Residential/Recreation




Allocation of Values:

a. land: 80.0 acres @ $3,468.75 per acre: $277,500.00
b. market data approach used, five comparable sales cited
¢. adjusted value rauge; $3,120,53 to $4,420.37 per acre

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter — September 29, 200_9; ‘
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its May 2010 mecting, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted a gift of $111,500 in land value from

BAYFIELD REGIONAL
CONSERVANCY

The donation will be used toward the purchase of 80.0 acres of land for the
White River Fishery Area in Bayfield County. It is significant that organizations
like the Conservancy are interested in helping protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage
and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR
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