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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
3.B. 13 

Item No. _ _ ___ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION AND DONATION - WHITE RIVER FISHERY AREA - BAYFIELD COUNTY 

FOR: MAY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase SO acres of land fi'om the Bayfield Regional Couservancy for 
$166,000 for the White River Fishery Area in Bayfield County. The item is being submitted because value exceeds $150,000. In 
addition, the Bayfield Regional Conservancy is making a partial donation in value of$III,500 as the SO-acre parcel has an appraised 
value of$277,500. 

The property is within the acquisition boundary and abuts state land on its north and west sides. It is located 25 miles southwest of the 
City of Ashland and includes approximately 2,1 00 feet of frontage on the west fork of the White River. This property would provide 
for walk~il1 access to a stretch of the White River midway between current access locations. Future off-road parking could be 
provided on the parcel as it links with adjacent department propetty to the north and property owned by the Town of Delta to the 
not1heasl. State ownership will protect fhe natural values of the tract for future generations, and allow use of the tract for public 
recreation. 

The White River Fishery Area was established in 1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic trout stream and watershed. This 
multiple-lise area is dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other compatible outdoor recreational and educational 
opportunities. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds, and outlet nows of several glacial lakes provide the high quality water for this 
outstanding trout stream. In 2004, the project boundary was expanded by more than 6,500 acres to protect the river cOlTidar between 
existing department-managed propcl1ies. This expansion connects the IO,OOO-acre Bibon Swamp State Natural Area in Bayfield 
County with the 960-acre White River Wildlife Area in Ashland County. The goals of the project are to manage and protect the water 
and fishery resources of the area and provide opportunities for public recreation. 

The White River meanders along the northern edge of the property. It is one of Wisconsin's premier trout streams and highly 
regarded by ny-fishing enthusiasts. The noodplain on the parcel is wide and shallow to ease nood effects and help water quality 
downstream. Trout habitat is in the form of undercut banks, tag alder cover and large wood in the channel, and the substrate in the 
river is primarily sand. The parcel provides brown trout foraging as well as provides for cover and cold water temps for much of the 
year. This is also a staging area for h'out moving upstream to spawning areas as well as over-wintering habitat. Acquisition of this 
property would provide protection to an area that has the highest average density of brown trout on the White River. 

Acquisition of the tract will provide public access to the land and river, protect the water resources of the propetty and associated 
habitat, permit fishery management and other natural resource activities and consolidate state ownership for the White River Fishery 
Area. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of SO acres of land for $166,000 for the White River Fishery Area in 
Bayfield County; and that the Board officially accept and recognize the partial donation of land value in the amount of $111,500. 

LIST OF ATTACHE[) MATERIALS: 

No IZI Fiscal Estimate Required 
No IZI Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

APPROVED: 

cc: S. Miller - LFI 
R. Steffes - LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/S 

M. Staggs - FM/4 
1. Gozdialski - NOR/Spooner 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes IZI Attached 

Date 

Date 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 31, 2010 FILE REF: I'M 10078 

TO: Govel1lor Doyle 

FROM: Matthew Y"'..Pr'7 
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Bayfield Regional Conservancy (BRC) Tract, File /I I'M 10078, 

Approval Requested by July 30, 2010 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

White River Fishery Area 
Baylicld County 

Bayfield Regional Conservancy 
cia Ellen Kwiatkowski, Executive Director 
P.O. Box410 
Bayfield, WI 548.14 

Acres: 80 
Price: $166,000' 
Appraised Value: $277,500 
Interest: Fee Title Purchase 
Improvements: None of value 

Location: The propelty is located about 18 miles southeast of Iron River. 

Land Description: The subject land is generally level. 

Covertype Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agriculture 
Present Use: Recreational 

Type: Acreage: 

Grassland 45 
Lowland Woodland 5 
Upland Woodland 30 
TOTAL: 80 

Proposed Usc: Fish!;!l)' Management (mel Public Recreation 
Tenure: June 2009 (BRC acquired the parcel as a "barga in" frolll a conservatiolllllindcd se ller at It price of 
$ 150,000.) 
Property Taxes: $857.7.5 
Option Date: FebnJaI)' 22, 20 10 

*Comments: Includes a partial donation of value. 

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross· country sk iing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Department has obtained an option to purchase 80 acres of land from Bayfield Regional Conservancy 
for $ 166,000 for the White River Fishery !\rea in Bayfield County. The Bayfield Regiona l Conservancy is 
making a partial donation in value of $111,500 as the 80-acre parcel has an appraised value of $277,500. 
The prop..::rty falls entirely within the acquisition boundary and abuts state land on its north al~d west sides. Printed 011 
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It is located 25 miles sGuthwest of the City of Ashland and includes approximately 2,100 feet of frontage 
on the west fork of the White River. This propelty would provide for walk-in access to a stretch of the 
\\~lite River midway t,etween current access locations. Future ofi~road parking could be provided on the 
parcel as it links with department propelty to its north and property owned by the Town of Delta to the 
northeast. State ownership wilJ protect the natural values ofthe tract for future generations, and allow 
continued use of the tract for public recreation. 

The White River FishelY Area was established in 1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic trout 
stream and watershed. This multiple-use area is dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other 
compatible outdoor recreational and educational oPPOIiunitics. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds, 
and outlet flows of several glacial lakes provide the high quality water lor this outstanding trout stream. In 
2004, the project boundary was expanded by more than 6,500 acres to protect the river corridor between 
existing depmtment-managed propelties. This expansion connects the I O,OOO-acre Bibon Swamp State 
Natural Area in Bayfield County with the 960-acre White River Wildlife Area in Ashland Counr!. The 
goals of the project arc to manage and protect the water and fishery resources of the area and pro\'ide 
oppOltunities for public recreation. 

The White River meanders along the nOlthern edge orthe property. It is one of Wisconsin's premier trout 
streams and extremely popular for fly-fishing enthusiasts. The 80-acre property is located between two 
dep3ltn",ot fishelY survey stations. These two stations, Bolen Creek and Sutherland Bridge, have the 
highest brown trout density of all the stations on the White River. The stations, which are located furthest 
upstream of all stations included in the survey, averaged 443 brown trout> 6"/mile compared to the 
downstream four station average of 359 brown b'out > 6"/mile. The parcel is also located near the upper 
end of the Ilibon Swan)p amongst the transition area ii-om higher gradient area upstream to the lower, 
gradient area downstream. The floodplain onthe parcel is wide and shallow to ease flood efiect, and lielp 
water quality downstrcmn. Trout h"bitat is in the form of undercut banks, tag alder COVrI' and lalge wood 
in the channel, and the substrate in the river is primarily sand. The parcel provides brown trout foraging as 
well as provides for cover and coldwater temps for muci) or'the year. This is also a 3taging area !O['tl'Out 
Ifwving upstream to sJ)~lwning areas, Deep holes pre..,ent' near outside bends and uncut banks provide 
o'ver-wintering habitat for trout. Acquisition of this propelty would provide protection to an area that has 
the highest average density of brown trout on the While River. 

The Dep"ltment recommends acquisition of the tract to provide public ijccess to the land and' river, protect 
the watel: resources aft he property and associated habitat, permit fishery management and othrr natural 
resource ilctivities am! consolidate state O\\,I~ership far the-White River Fishery Area. 

State Stewards.hip (FY II) bond funds are anticipated: 

:'unds allotted to program: . Balance after proposed transaction: 

$50,0(JO,000 $26,845,046 

4. ACOUISlTION STATUS OF THE WHITE RlVERFISHERY AREA: 

Established: 1961 
Acres Purchased to D;1te: 3,883.41 
Acquisition O'oal: 10,754.00 acres, 
Percent Complete: 36,1, I % ' 
Cost to Date: S I ,660,724.70 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Almraiser: Lee Steigerwaldt 
Valuation Date: July !4, 2009 
Appraised Value: $277,500.00 
Highest and Best Use; Residential/Recrea:ioll 
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Allocation of Values: 

a. land: 80.0 acres @$3,468.75 per acre: $277,500.00 
b. market data approach used, five comparable sales cited 
c. adjusted value rqllge: $3,120.53 to $4,420.37 per acre 

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter - September 29, 2009; 

RECOMMENDED: 

7-2 ~/O 
Richard E. Steffes Date 

Vls//t) 
Date 
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