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SUMMARY: 

C.B.l 
Item No. 

Being located centrally in the Fox Cities area the Winnebago System, and the Wolf River in pal1icular, has historically 
been used extensively for recreational boating and fishing by local and statewide enthusiasts. The Wolf River is heavily 
fished throughout the open water season. The Wolf River's connection to the large lakes of the Winnebago System allows 
high performance boats of 40+ feet with capabilities of over 100 mph to access much of the river up to New London. 
Speed capabilities of all boats has increased markedly and boats are routinely operated at speeds over 60 mph, and often 
much faster, through areas congested with fishing boats, other recreational boaters pulling skiers and tubers and around 
sharp, often blind, corners. 

Enforcement efforts are hampered by few applicable laws. These laws are also poorly worded. Attempts have been made 
to apply these laws to the present situation . These cases have been dismissed by the courts. There has been strong local 
public and governmental SUppOlt for enacting more strict regulations. This has been met with very strong opposition by 
some user groups to any regulation impacting their ability to operate in any mAImer on the river. 

Boat congestion, speed capabilities and boat wake erosion to the system river banks continue to increase. Accidents, 
injuries and resource damage will continue markedly in the future . 

This presentation is to provide information and clarification as to the present and projected situation on the Lower Wolf 
River. 

RECOMMENDATION: Informational Item Only. 
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