


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: May 10, 2010 FILE REF: NA 20045
TO: Governor Doyle
FROM: Matthew W'?—
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Anderson Tract, File # NA 20045,
Option Expires Angust 9, 2010
I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:
Rush Creek Natural Area
Crawford County
Grantor:
Adolph and Judith Anderson
3305 22™ Avenue
Kenosha, Wi 53140
Acres: 80.13
Price: $240,000.00
Appraised Value: $240,000.00
Interest: Fee Title Acquisition
Improvements: Shed and cased well
Location: The property is located in Crawford County two miles southeast of De Soto in the Town of Freeman.
Land Description: The subject land varies from level valley floor to steep hillsides.
Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:
Upland Woodland 80.13
Zoning: No comprehensive zoning
Present Use: Recreation
Proposed Use: Natural Area Protection and Public Recreation
Tenure: 29 years
Property Taxes: 2,680.35
Option Date: March 17,2010
Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing.
2. JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has obtained an option for the 80.13-acre Anderson property in the Rush Creek State
Natural Area. The parcel is located about two miles southeast of the Village of De Soto and four miles
northwest of the Village of Ferryville in the northwestern Crawford County. The property is within the
project boundary, Department ownership will protect the natural and scientific values of the land, allow
natural area management and provide opportunities for public education and recreation.

The Rush Creek State Natural Area, which is located 30 miles south of the City of La Crosse in Crawford

County, was established in 1980 with the purchase of a 1,100-acre tract from The Nature Conservancy.

The goals of the Rush Creek project are to protect and manage native plant and animal communities and @
provide opportunities for public recreation and natural history education. The project contains a series of  runcdon
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dry and dry mesic prairies smrounded by upland forest on the biuffs overlooking the Mississippi River.
Red and white oak dominate the upland forests. Silver maple, red maple, elim, and cottonwood dominate
the lowland forests on the valley floors. Several state-threatened species are protected within the project,
and several forest-interior bird species nest at the site. Turkey, deer, squirrel, and ruffed grouse are also
found on the property. The area is used by school groups and the general public for nature study, for
scientific purposes by researchers, and for recreational activities such as hunting, bird watching and hiking.
The Anderson property has approximately 80,13 acres of upland woodlands. The parcel has a mature stand
of trees including such species as white oak, red oak, shagbark hickory, elm, cherry, and aspen. Because
the parcel lies within an extensive forested area management will emphasize interior forest bird habitat and
1o active woodland management will occur under department ownership. As with other woodlands on
Rush Creek State Natural Area, forest succession will be allowed to proceed with minimal human

intervention. The Anderson parcel is accessible via a right-of-way road off Lawrence Ridge Road, a
gravel-surfaced town road. The stream on the property is intermittent.

The Department recommends acquisition of the 80.13-acre Anderson property to protect the land in its
natural condition for scientific and educational purposes and to provide opportunities for public recreation.

FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:
Funds atlotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
$50,000,000 $26,845,046

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE RUSH CREEK NATURAL AREA:

Established: 1980
Acres Purchased to Date: 2,541.81
Acquisition Goal: 7,775.00 Acres

Percent Complete: 32.69%
Cost to Date: $2,481,214.00

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser; Ron Olson
Valuation Date: May 21, 2009

Appraised Value: $240,000.00
Highest and Best Use: Recreation and Rural Residential

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 80.13 acres @ $2,900 per acre: $232,377

b. improvements: 3 7,800
¢. totak $240,000 (Rounded)

d. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited
e. adjusted value range: $2,812.00 o $3,065.00 per acre

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter — July 8, 2009




RECOMMENDED:

Richard E. Steffes
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—~Laurie Osterndorf
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