


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATL:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

November §, 2010 FILE REF: WM 60122

Natural Resources Board

Matthew JW‘}

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition / Partial Donation, Mork Tract, File # WM 60122,

Option Expires December 26, 2010

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Lower Wolf River Bottomlands Natural Resource Area
Waupaca County

Grantor: .

Donna Mork
2030 ¥rankie Place, Unit 1
Racine, W1 53406

Acres: 12.0
Price; $12,000 (includes a partial donation of value)

Appraised Value: $24,000
Interest: Fee Title Acquisition

Improvemenis: None

Location: The property is located in Waupaca County about five miles east of Clintonville in the Town of Matteson,
Land Description: The subject land is level.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:

Lowland Woodland 12.0

Zoning: Floodplain

Present Use: Vacant

Proposed Use: Resource protection and public outdoor recreation
Tenure: 44 years

Property Taxes: $709
Option Date: October 28, 2010

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department proposes to purchase the 12.0-acre Mork tract that is located in Waupaca County about
five miles east of Clintonville in the Town of Matteson for the Lower Wolf River Bottomlands Project
Area. The landowner is making a partial donation valued at 50% of the appraised value. The property is
entirely wooded with primary species being silver maple, green ash, and swamp white oak. 1t includes
about 350 feet of frontage on one bank of the Lower Wolf River and 430 feet of frontage on an oxbow of
the Wolf River. The entire parcel Hes within the floodplain of the river. The Departiment recommends the
acquisition to allow for wildlife management and habitat restoration, to protect the natural values of the
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property, to consolidate state ownership and to provide opportunities for public recreation and education on
the Lower Wolf River Bottomlands Project Area.

The Lower Wolf River Bottomlands Natural Resource Area was established to protect the Lower Wolf
River and Embarrass River corridor and their important floodplain forests, and includes pertions of the
Lake Winnebago poot system, which is important to many aquatic species, especially the lake sturgeon,
This is an ecologically important landscape tucked away between the urban areas and agricultural
communities of east-central Wisconsin and the extensive forests of northern Wisconsin, The project area is
predominately open and rural with large, highly productive wetlands that are dominated by native
vegetation, Agricultural areas are another predominant element of this landscape. The close proximity of
the project area to the population center of the Fox River Valley makes it very popular for a multitude of
recreational pursuits, especially fishing and hunting. Land uses in the area are quickly changing and
development pressure is increasing, There are existing department projects within the Lower Wolf River
Bottomland project boundary, The Department owns and manages approximately 31,000 acres within
those projects,

The Department recommends acquisition of the Mork parcel to allow management of the area for wildlife
and habitat, provide for public recreation and natural resources education and consolidate state ownership
in the area.
FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:

Funds allotied to progran: Balance aller proposed transaction:

$50,685,000 $11,717,498

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WOLF RIVER BOTTOMLANDS NATURAL RESOURCE AREA:

Established: 2002
Acres Purchased to Date: 3,386.58
Acquisition Goal: 45,000.0 Acres

Percent Complete: 7.53%
Cost to Date: $6,147,323.75

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Teiry Gardon
Valuation Date: June 17, 2010

Appraised Value: $24,000
Highest and Best Use: Outdoor recreation

Allocation of Values;

a. land: 12 acres @ $2,000 per acre: $24,000
. market data approach used, four comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range: $1,729 o $2,153 per acre

Appraisal Review: Terrence Gardon - August 9, 2010
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2010 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a partial donation of land in Waupaca County for the
Lower Woll" Bottomlands Natural Resource Area from

DONNA MORK

It is significant that people like you are interested in helping protect
Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the

Natural Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on
behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and

generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR













