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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION, DONATION AND BOUNDARY MODIFICATION - MC MILLAN WILDLIFE AREA ° 

MARATHON COUNTY 

FOR: AUGUST 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: Joan Bauman has offered to donate 36.57 acres of land for the McMillan Wild life Area in Marathon County to the 
Department. Ms. Bauman has secured a purchase agreement with Gary Pesicka and Margaret Pcsicka Revocable 
Trust and has committed her funds to buy the property and title it the name oflhe Depm1ment. The subject parcel is 
located outside of the project boundal)', however, its inclusion in the boundary will provide important blocking since 
the Department owns land on three sides of the property. The southern edge of the JS.67-acre parcel lies along a 
Mann Road, a town road. The parcel is primady grassland, which will provide habitat for species such as the eastern 
meadowlark, bob-o-link, and prairie chicken . Acceptance of the donation will help protect grassland habitat, allow 
wildlife management, and provide additional opportunities for public recreation. 

The McMillan Wildlife Area is ncar the headwaters of the Little Eau Pleine River, and possesses a diverse landscape 
of wetlands, woodlands, and grasslands. The area is approximately 4,200 acres in size and is located in the southwest 
corner of Marathon County, on the 1l0l1hern edge of the City of Marshfield. The area is managed by department 
personnel stationed at the George W. Mead Wildlife Area headquarters and except for designated refuge area, the 
property is open to hunting and trapping during the regular seasons. A seasonal SYHllile bicycle trail is open from 
May I throughAugust J I. Other recreational activities include hiking and wildlife viewing. 

Ms. Bauman is making her contribution on behalf of her late husband, Paul J. Bauman, who had enjoyed hunting in 
the McMillan Marsh. The threatened greater prairie chicken and other grassland bird species are found in this (lrea. 
This pm"cel is valuable because it is mostly grassland and blocks well with current state ownership. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of36.57 acres of land for the McMillan Wildlife Area, that the parcel 
be added to the boundary of the project, and that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the donor and that 
an expression of appreciation be made a pm1 of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 12,2010 FILE REF: WM 60098 

TO: Natural Resources Board 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Matthew~1-
Proposed Land Donation, Pesicka Revocable Trust Tract, File WM 60098 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

McMillan Wildlife Area 
Marathon County 

Grantor: 

Pesicka Revocable Trust 
c/o Rich Chronquist 
First Weber Realty 
P.O. Box 928 
Marshfield, WI 54449 

Acres: 36.57 
Price: N/A - (Cash gift from Mrs. Joan Bauman to be used for land purchase fi'om Pesicka Trust.) 
Appraised Value: N/A 
Interest: Fee Title Acquisition 
Improvements: None 

Location: The tract is located in Marathon County about one mile nOlihwest of the City of Marshfield. 

Land Description: Thc subject land is level. 

Covertype Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agriculture 
Present Use: Vacant 

Type: 

Upland Woodland 
Grassland 
TOTAL: 

Proposed Use: Wildlife Management and Public Recreation 
Tenure: 7 years 
Letter of intent date: June 25, 20 I 0 

Acreage: 

3.00 
33.57 
36.57 

Stewardship Land Access: This propeJ1y will be open to the public for all nature-ed outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

Joan Bauman has offered to donate 36.57 acres of land for the McMillian Wildlife Area in Marathon 
County to the DepaJiment. Ms. Bauman has secured a purchase agreement with Gary Pesicka and 
Margaret Pesicka Revocable Trust and has commitment her funds to buy the property and title it to the 
Department. The parcel is located outside of the project boundary. However, its inclusion in the boundary 
will provide important blocking since the Department owns land on three sides of the subject. The 
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southern edge of the parcel lies along a town road, Mann Road. The parcel is primarily grassland, which 
will provide habitat for species such as the eastern Meadowlark, bob-a-link, and prairie chicken will 
definitely benefit fi'om this gift to the Department. Acceptance of the donation is recommended to protect 
grassland habitat, allow wildlife management, and provide additional oPP0l1unities for public recreation. 

The McMillan Wildlife Area is near the headwaters of the Little Eau Pleine River, and possesses a diverse 
landscape of wetlands, woodlands, and grasslands. The area is approximately 6,500 acres in size and is 
located in the southwest corner of Marathon County, on the n0l1hern edge of the City of Marshfield. The 
area is managed by department personnel stationed at the George W. Mead Wildlife area headquaJ1ers and 
except for designated refuge area, the propel1y is open to hunting and trapping during the regular seasons. 
A seasonal 5Y,-mile bicycle trail is open from May I through August 31. Other recreational activities 
include hiking and wildlife viewing. Pheasants have been stocked in the project with some natural 
reproduction. 

Ms. Bauman is making her contribution on behalf of her late husband, Paul Bauman, who had enjoyed 
hunting in the McMillan Marsh. The property is bordered on three sides by depaJ1ment lands and 
acceptance of the donation and inclusion into the McMillan Wildlife Area acquisition boundary and is 
recommended for approval for the many reasons. First, the McMillan Wildlife project is accessed by the 
public along Meadow Avenue, which services as parking area on the east side of the parcel. When this 
project's master plan was prepared in 1958, the' 35.67-acre parcel was excluded from the boundary because 
it was a farmstead that was predominantly open cropland. The initial management emphasis for McMillan 
Marsh was for waterfowl habitat only. Today, management of the project involves a more holistic 
approach that takes landscape management and species of greatest concern into account. The threatened 
greater prairie chicken and other grassland bird species, which are found within this area, are now a 
priority. This gift parcel has 33.57 of its total 36.57 acres, or 91 % in the grassland cover type, which makes 
it a valuable addition to the project. 

Secondly, there is a 3.25-acre private parcel with a home and buildings are excluded from the larger 
40-acre Pesicka tract. This parcel was purchased in 1994 as a building site and a home is now located on 
the corner of Mann Street and Meadow Avenue. This excepted residence will not interfere with project 
management and is expected to remain a private rural residential site. Lastly, acceptance is recommended 
due to the parcel's close proximity (one mile) of the northern limits of the City of Marshfield. 

Acceptance of this gift will keep this parcel in open grassland and prevent another IUral residence, use or 
management incompatible with the project. Additionally, this gift is highly recommended to add grassland 
habitat to the McMillan Wildlife Area project. If approved, this parcel will be added to the project 
boundary. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction. 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE MC MILLAN WILDLIFE AREA: 

Established: 1958 
Acres Purchased to Date: 4,172.42 
Acquisition Goal: 4,486.73 Acres 
Percent Complete: 92.99% 
Cost to Date: $181,304.50 



Richard E. Steffes 
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