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Item No. 

SUBJECT: Authorization to conduct hearings on Board Order WM-IS-I 0 related to the use of archery deer hunting 
carcass tags for ant lerless deer. 

FOR: APRIL,2010 BOARD MEETING 
----'--- --

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Keith Warnke, Big Game Biologist 

SUMMARY: 

The Bureau of Wildli te Management recommends promulgat ing admin istrative rules that wi II restrict use of the ant IeI' less 
deer carcass tag, issued with each archery hunting license, to only units for which a harvest quota ofantlerless deer has 
been established. 

Under current rules the antlerless archery deer carcass tag is valid statewide, including in units where there is no quota 
and firearm hunters are not allowed to harvest antlerless deer. 

Eliminating archery hunter's ability to harvest antlerless deer in zero quota units will make regulations more consistent 
between the firearm and archery seasons. In deer management units that are below their overwinter population goals, 
reduced antlerless harvest will help to achieve overwinter goals by allowing additional population gro\\1h. 

RECOMMENDATION : Authorization to conduct hearings on Board Order WM-IS-I 0 related to the use of archei), deer 
hunting carcass tags for antlerless deer. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 0 Fiscal Estimate Required 

No 0 Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement Required 

No 0 Background Memo 

APPROVED: 

AdmiJilstrator, Laurie Osterndorf 

~~ 
Secretary, Matt Frank 

cc: laurie J. Ross - AD/S 

Tom Hauge. WM/6 

Scott Loomans. WM/6 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Yes 0 Attached 

Yes D Attached 

Yes 0 Attached 

Keith Warnke. WM/6 



State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM -------------

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

March 30, 2010 

Natural Resources Board Members 

Matthew Fr~~ 
Authorization for a public hearing of Board Order WM-15-1 0 related to the use of archery deer 
hunting carcass tags for antlerless deer 

I am requesting that the Natural Resources Board authorize the department to hold a public hearing on Board 
OrderWM-15-10 which would modify Ch, NR 10 related to game and hunting, 

Rule Summary: 

This proposal would limit the use of the antlerless deer carcass tag, issued with each archery hunting license, to 
units in which a gun harvest quota of antler less deer has been established, Archers would be limited to buck 
only hunting in units where a zero quota gun antlerless quota has been established, 

Currently, each license which authorizes archery deer hunting includes one carcass tag that is valid for taking an 
antlerless deer in any management unit. 

Following hearings and upon adoption of this rule order, the department may also request adoption of an 
identical emergency rule, Adoption of an identical emergency rule would assure that these provisions are in 
place for the 2010 hunting seasons, 

Background: 

Gun hunter harvest of antlerless deer is managed by the department in order to achieve overwinter goals 
established in NR 10,104 Wis, Admin, Code, In Deer Management Units (unit) where the deer population is 
substantially below goal, the department has prohibited firearm antlerless deer harvest by establishing a firearm 
antlerless deer quota of zero, When the firearm quota is zero in a unit, most firearm deer hunters may not 
harvest antlerless deer. Under current rules, however, archers are allowed to harvest antlerless deer when a 
zero firearm quota has been established, 

In deer management units that are substantially below their overwinter population goals, prohibiting antlerless 
harvest as outlined in this proposal will create an equitable antlerless deer harvest situation for both firearm and 
archery hunters, The Wisconsin Bowhunters Association agrees that the responsibility to limit antlerless deer 
harvest should be shared by archers as well and has indicated support for this rule change, 

In 2009 there were 13 units for which a zero firearm antlerless harvest quota was established out of a total 144 
units including state parks, Eliminating archery hunters' ability to harvest antlerless deer in units for which a 
zero firearm antlerless quota has been established will make regulations more consistent between the firearm 
and archery seasons, 

The department does not believe that prohibiting archery harvest of antlerless deer in units substantially below 
goal is a biological necessity, The predicted archery antlerless harvest is generally less than one deer per square 
mile of deer range; within the range believed to be compensatory to other forms of mortality, Chippewa tribal 
antlerless deer harvest declarations in units in the ceded territory will be made using the predicted state hunter 
bow kill and anticipated anterless harvest from other authorizations for which antlerless harvest is allowed by 
state statute (Class A and C disabled hunters, active military, and first time hunter education graduates), 
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Recommended Public Participation 

The department proposes holding three hearings in June, 2010, Possible hearing locations would be 
Rhinelander, a location in northeast Wisconsin, and Madison, 

Rule Development: 

These rules were developed with assistance from the bureaus of Law Enforcement, Legal Services and 
Customer Service & Licensing, 

Small Business and Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis: 

These revisions to ch, NR 10, Wis, Adm, Code, pertain to game and hunting, These rules are applicable to 
individual sportspersons and impose no compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses, This 
proposal does not establish design or operational standards, Under s, 227,19 (3m), Stats" a final regulatory 
flexibility analysis is not required, 

Environmental Analysis: 

Bureau of Integrated Science Services has determined that these rule revisions are a Type III action under 
Chapter 150, Wis, Adm, Code, and no environmental analysis is required, 
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