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Dike 17 Wildlife Habitat Management Area

CHAPTER 2MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

AREA

5
Habitat Management Classification

Area 5 - Dike 17 Wildlife Area
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Miles The delineation of boundaries between all of the various
land management classification is a general representation

of those boundaries. More detailed delineation will be
produced at the discretion of the department where

authorized activities, management or improved on the
ground information is available.

BRSF315A Black River State Forest
Master PlanFebruary, 2009

Black River State Forest Boundary

Other State Forest Ownership

Dike 17 Wildlife Area

Dike 17 Wildlife Refuge

Open Water

Stream

Interstate Highway

US Highway

State Highway

County Road

Local Road

Map 2.9

Dike 17
Wildlife Area

S
ta

te
 F

or
es

t P
ro

je
ct

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

S
et

tle
m

en
t R

oa
d

Battle Point Road
K

lin
g 

R
oa

d
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Dike 17 Wildlife Habitat Management Area

CHAPTER 2
AREA

5
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Area Specific Resource Management Prescriptions
Increase the existing wildlife management area from •	
3,700 acres to 4,999 acres to include additional adjacent 
flowages and lands on the state forest that are suitable for 
management as open-land brush/grass.
Maintain established open brush/grass cover type at a •	
maximum height of approximately five feet. 
Convert and maintain up to 10% of forested sites to open •	
brush/grass cover type. Use aggressive management 
techniques such as cutting/shearing, timber harvesting, 
prescribed burning, herbicides, and planting native prairie 
plants. 
Retain and maintain all flowages within the management •	
area, unless abandonment, on a case-by-case basis, is 
deemed appropriate by a multi-resource team. Dike main-
tenance includes cutting, shearing, mowing, and similar 
mechanical treatments, repair of rodent or other damage, 
and repair or replacement of water control structures. 
Manipulate water levels to provide optimum waterfowl •	
habitat by maintaining pools with a water depth from 
three to six feet, and performing periodic full drawdowns 
of each pool to promote plant growth approximately every 
four years. 
Attempt to establish wild rice in flowages for a renew-•	
able food resource for waterfowl and for recreational and 
cultural gathering. 
Plant up to 128 acres of food plots that are consistent with •	
forest certification requirements.
Maintain a network of primitive or lightly developed roads •	
for management access.
Recommend an increase in the acreage open for hunting •	
and other public uses by decreasing the acreage of the 
wildlife refuge. This is based on a lower number of birds 
currently migrating compared to when the refuge was 
first established. Wildlife refuge sizes and boundaries are 
outside of the scope of this master plan and are desig-
nated in Administrative Code. This change is a recommen-
dation only.
Maintain at least one parking lot for public access to the •	
area. 
Maintain public access into the management area by foot •	
travel only.
Provide interpretive signs and materials for public informa-•	
tion about the management area.
Promote wildlife watching and nature study.•	
Evaluate the use of the Dike 17 Wildlife Area observation •	
tower and determine the need for renovation, replace-
ment, or removal.

Table 2.8 �Dike 17  
Current and Predicted Land Cover

Cover Type
CURRENT PREDICTED 50 YEAR

Acres % Total Acres % Total

Forested Types

Oak 478 10% 430 9%

Jack Pine 307 6% 277 5%

Aspen 129 2% 129 2%

Scrub Oak 84 2% 84 2%

Non-forested Types

Marsh 1,878 38% 1,878 38%

Brush 1,089 22% 1,089 22%

Minor Lake/Stream 769 15% 769 15%

Farmland 128 2% 0 0%

Other 83 2% 83 2%

Grassland 54 1% 260 5%

Total 4,999 100% 4,999 100%

22% Brush

6% Jack Pine
10% Oak

15% Minor Lake/
 Stream

38% Marsh

2% Aspen
2% Farmland

2% Scrub Oak
1% Grassland

2% Other

Figure 2.6 �� Dike 17 
	           Current Land Cover
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