
Groomer Rates Subcommittee Issues 
 

Issue #1: We heard that some clubs were being told to buy bigger equipment so they’d earn more 
later. 
 
The members of the subcommittee collaborated on this statement which is now on the website. 
 

NOTE from the Snowmobile Recreation Council: The intent of the proposed 
different class A rates is to give a small increase ($5-$20) to the more expensive 
units. If you are utilizing an all-wheeled or half-track agriculture tractor, once you 
are above 105 h.p. there is no further increase in rate unless you go to the fully-
tracked tractors above 124 h.p. You can more than double the cost of some 4WD 
tired ag units to reach the cost of the fully-tracked ag tractors, Tuckers, Pisten 
Bullys, etc. The difference in reimbursement rates certainly will not double. The 
proposed small increments of increasing from Class A to AA or AAA would not 
justify the costs of purchasing these more expensive units just to receive a higher 
reimbursement rate and will only serve to get you to your cap quicker. Therefore 
purchasing a larger unit for an increased reimbursement rate is not sound financial 
planning. 
 

 
Issue #2: The following question was received from a County Coordinator 
 
They (the club) have a 95 hp wheeled tractor, pulling a 9’6” (A-2) drag.  What rate per hour do they 
use?  I even had the 2015-16 season equipment and labor rate sheet with me at the time and neither of 
us could figure it out.  The person who asked the questions is a long standing snowmobile council vice 
president and a highly involved AWSC member too.     
  
We were not sure, and couldn’t tell from the instructions, whether you add the A-2 rate of $65 to the B 
rate of $30 to total the rate per hour, or looking at note (4.) at the bottom - use just the B rate??? 
  
Are rates determined by drag size, power unit or both?  At the top it boldly states Equipment Rates – 
“All rates include power unit, grooming drag and operators” 
 
Answer that Gary Hilgendorf & Dale Mayo collaborated on, other committee members agreed: 
 
What we did for now, was to clarify the net flywheel (engine) horsepower versus the PTO (under load) 
horsepower.  There is a significant drop in horsepower transferring power from the engine flywheel to 
the PTO.  These are two entirely different measurements.  Because all manufactures do not list PTO hp, 
we wanted to establish a level baseline.  We can do this by everyone now using only the net flywheel hp 
because all manufacturers list that specification.  It is my understanding there is a 15-20% reduction in 
PTO hp versus engine (flywheel) hp.  If you go back to the previous versions (2014-15 and back) of the 
Labor and Equipment Rates, the Class B groomers were 65-89 PTO hp.  So you would need to have 
around a 105 hp engine or net flywheel hp tractor to achieve the 89 PTO hp.  If your club was indeed 
running a 95 hp tractor, they were likely running approximately a 78 PTO horsepower unit.  This would 
be a class B unit regardless if you use the old or new standards.  
 



It is the Nebraska tractor test labs that have done this testing forever. And 15% or a little more is always 
the difference. 
 
Clarification on the new rates:   
 

• Class A is all specifically designed groomers (power unit), and tractors tracked or 4 wheel drive 
105 hp and up. 

• Class B is all specifically designed groomers (power unit), and tractors with 4 wheel drive 75-104 
hp. 

• A 95 hp. tractor would be a class B always has been. 
• The only rate increase is in class A then increases by the drag size if it meets all criteria.                

 
• 1 is a drag minimum 11'6" wide, 20' length/pan excluding tongue and 3000# $75 
• 2 is drag minimum 9'6" wide 18' length/pan excluding tongue and  2000# $65 
• 3 is drag minimum 7'6" wide 18' length/pan excluding tongue and 2000# $50 
• 4 is drag minimum 7'6" wide $45 

 


