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Off-Road Vehicle Advisory Council 
Creation, Roles & Responsibilities 

 

Creation 
s. 15.347(9), Wis. Stats. 

(9) OFF-ROAD VEHICLE COUNCIL.  
(a) There is created in the department of natural resources an off-road vehicle council consisting of 7 

members appointed for 3-year terms expiring March 1.  
 (b) Each member of the off-road vehicle council shall be a resident of this state, shall be a member and 

represent the interests of an all-terrain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle user's group, and shall be knowledgeable 
about outdoor recreation issues in this state and about trails used by operators of all-terrain vehicles and utility 
terrain vehicles.  

 (c) The off-road vehicle council shall meet at least 3 times annually. The chairperson of the council shall 
notify the secretary of natural resources each time that a meeting has been held by the council. If the secretary 
determines on the first day of any year that the council has failed to meet at all during the previous year, the 
council is dissolved.  

Roles & Responsibilities 
Councils: s. 15.09, Wis. Stats.  

(1)  SELECTION OF MEMBERS.  
(a) Unless otherwise provided by law, the governor shall appoint the members of councils for terms 

prescribed by law. Except as provided in par. (b), fixed terms shall expire on July 1 and shall, if the term is for 
an even number of years, expire in an odd-numbered year.  

 (b) The terms of the members of the council on recycling shall expire as specified under s. 15.347 (17) (c).  
 (2) SELECTION OF OFFICERS. Unless otherwise provided by law, at its first meeting in each year every 

council shall elect a chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary from among its members. Any officer may be 
reelected for successive terms. For any council created under the general authority of s. 15.04 (1) (c), the 
constitutional officer or secretary heading the department or the chief executive officer of the independent 
agency in which such council is created shall designate an employee of the department or independent agency to 
serve as secretary of the council and to be a voting member thereof.  

 (3) LOCATION AND FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS. Unless otherwise provided by law, every council shall meet 
at least annually and shall also meet on the call of the head of the department or independent agency in which it 
is created, and may meet at other times on the call of the chairperson or a majority of its members. A council 
shall meet at such locations as may be determined by it unless the constitutional officer or secretary heading the 
department or the chief executive officer of the independent agency in which it is created determines a specific 
meeting place.  

 (4) QUORUM. Except as otherwise expressly provided, a majority of the membership of a council 
constitutes a quorum to do business, and a majority of a quorum may act in any matter within the jurisdiction of 
the council.  

 (5) POWERS AND DUTIES. Unless otherwise provided by law, a council shall advise the head of the 
department or independent agency in which it is created and shall function on a continuing basis for the study, 
and recommendation of solutions and policy alternatives, of the problems arising in a specified functional area 
of state government.  
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 (6) REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES. Members of a council shall not be compensated for their services, 
but, except as otherwise provided in this subsection, members of councils created by statute shall be reimbursed 
for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties, such reimbursement in the 
case of an elective or appointive officer or employee of this state who represents an agency as a member of a 
council to be paid by the agency which pays his or her salary. Members of the agricultural education and 
workforce development council may not be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the 
performance of their duties.  

 (7) REPORTS. Unless a different provision is made by law for transmittal or publication of a report, every 
council created in a department or independent agency shall submit to the head of the department or independent 
agency, upon request of that person not more often than annually, a report on the operation of the council.  

 (8) OFFICIAL OATH. Each member of a council shall take and file the official oath prior to assuming office.  
 

Off-road vehicle council: s. 23.178, Wis. Stats. –The off-road vehicle council shall provide advice and 
make recommendations to the department of natural resources, the department of transportation, the governor, 
and the legislature on all matters relating to all-terrain vehicle trails and all-terrain vehicle routes, including 
matters relating to activities conducted on all-terrain vehicle trails and all-terrain vehicle routes by all-terrain 
vehicle users and utility terrain vehicle users, and shall make recommendations to the department of natural 
resources with regard to requests for funding under s. 23.33 (9) (b), (bb), and (bg). 
 

Recommendations Regarding Funding in s. 23.33(9)(b), (bb) & (bg) 
Administration; Enforcement; Aids:  s. 23.33(9), Wis. Stats. 

(b) All-terrain vehicle projects. Any of the following all-terrain vehicle projects are eligible for funding as a 
state all-terrain vehicle project from the appropriation account under s. 20.370 (1) (ms) or for aid as a nonstate 
all-terrain vehicle project from the appropriation accounts under s. 20.370 (5) (ct) and (cu):  

 1. Acquisition of an easement or land in fee simple.  
 2. Development of all-terrain vehicle facilities such as parking areas, riding areas, shelters, toilets or other 

improvements.  
 3. Development of all-terrain vehicle routes or all-terrain vehicle trails.  
 4. Development or maintenance of a snowmobile route or trail or an off-the-road motorcycle trail or 

facility if the route, trail or facility is open for use by all-terrain vehicles.  
 5. Maintenance of all-terrain vehicle routes or all-terrain vehicle trails.  
 6. Purchase of liability insurance.  
 

 (bb) Signs. In addition to the projects listed in par. (b), the department may provide aid from the 
appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (ct) or (cu) to a town, village, city or county for up to 100% of the cost of 
placing signs developed under sub. (4z) (a) 2.  

  
 (bg) Projects for utility terrain vehicles. A project to improve or maintain all-terrain vehicle trails for use by 

utility terrain vehicles is eligible for funding as a state utility terrain vehicle project from the appropriation 
account under s. 20.370 (1) (mr) or for aid as a nonstate utility vehicle project from the appropriation accounts 
under s. 20.370 (5) (eu) and (gr). The maximum amount allowed for aid under this paragraph is $100 per mile 
for all-terrain vehicle trails that are maintained not less than 3 months per year including the months of June, 
July, and August. If the requests for aid for projects under this paragraph exceed the funds available, the 
department shall distribute available funds to qualified applicants on a proportional basis.  
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