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SNOWMOBILE RECREATION COUNCIL Finance Committee Agenda & Record                                                July 21, 2013  
Conference Room, Country Inn & Suites, Stevens Point, WI 

 
 
Presenter/ 

Time 
 

Agenda Item 
 

Key Points 
 

Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments 
 1. Call to Order Members Present:  Bob Lang, Chair, Larry Erickson, 

Tom Chwala, Lee Van Zeeland, Mike Willman 
(parliamentarian), Mike Cerny, Bev Dittmar 
 
Others Present:  Cathy Burrow, Shelly Young, Mike 
Bruhn, Pat Kirsop, Faith Murray, Beth Norquist, Ann 
Loechler, Ed Slaminski - DNR, members of the public 
and other council members. 

 

 2. Acceptance of Minutes 
of Previous Meeting 

Bob Lang stated the minutes of the Finance Committee 
meeting on Aug. 2, 2012 were not available on the 
website and had been requested.  A cassette tape of the 
minutes has been located and minutes will be recorded 
from the tape and presented at the next Finance 
Committee meeting for approval. 

Motion by Tom Chwala, second by 
Larry Erickson, to approve the minutes 
of Dec. 6, 2012.  Motion carried. 
 

 3. Public Comments Bob Lang asked for public comments unrelated to the 
DNR reports.  There were none.  
 

  
 

 4. DNR Reports 
  Fund 
  Stew Funding 
  Council Budget 

Mike Bruhn went through the handout regarding the last 
10 years of the snowmobile fund.   
 
Snowmobile Funds 
He discussed the increase in the Gas tax multiplier 
which will took effect on July 1 and will increase the 
amount going into the fund this year.  
 
He explained the bottom line is that in the past 
Snowmobile Development grants have been awarded in 

 
Motion by Larry Erickson, second by 
Tom Chwala, to open the meeting to 
public participation.  Motion carried. 
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July while the registration funds aren’t earned until the 
upcoming snowmobile season.  We will stop doing that 
and instead only grant development grants after the 
revenue from the snowmobile season is known.   
 
Many questions were asked and answered throughout 
this discussion. 
 
Shelly Young explained that internal changes are being 
put into place to ensure we do not overspend the fund in 
the future.  Some of those controls include: 

• An accountant in the Bureau of Finance to 
oversee the fund. 

• Using a standard format to always report the 
relevant numbers such as: registration numbers 
used for gas tax (April 1 – March 31), registration 
number used for registration funds (fiscal year), 
gas tax amount, supplemental amount, 
expenses, etc. 

• Having one point of contact to provide the 
numbers and answer the questions to ensure the 
correct numbers are being given out. 

 
Many questions were asked and answered throughout 
this discussion.  Some of those were:  
 
Q: Do we have a reserve? 
A: No, but it would be a good idea to keep a reserve 
fund on. 
Q: Would a reserve amount be raided? 
A: No, this money is in covered by the Conservation 
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Fund and cannot be raided. 
Q: If legislation was passed now, how soon would we 
see funds in the program. 
A: It depends on many factors. 
Q: Trail passes for all? 
A: That could not happen in time for this snowmobile 
season. 
Q: Does the increased multiplier have a sunset date or is 
that permanent. 
A: It is permanent until the legislature takes action to 
change it. 
Q: Why can’t DNR give us the actual numbers: March 31 
vs. June 30. 
A: Gas tax comes from DOT and the date is the same as 
DOT’s license year.  Registration revenues correspond 
with the state’s fiscal year (Note: Snowmobile 
registrations expire on June 30).  
Q: Can we fund emergency (flood damage) projects 
first? 
A: The statute requires that applications be received by 
April 15, we need to explore if there is any way around 
that requirement. 
Ed Slaminski said that likely an existing county grant 
was amended to include the emergency project and 
that’s how the project was funded without a new 
application. 
Q: Will we lose the RTA money because of this? 
A: We have nothing to match with RTA so we cannot 
make use of it. 
Q: Why isn’t there a requirement for vendors who sell 
trail passes to return them to the DNR so the numbers 
can be calculated. 
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A: Good question, Cathy will try to find an answer to that 
question. 
 
There was a question regarding supplemental and that 
number hasn’t been finalized because we don’t have all 
of the non-resident trail passes returned to us.  Cathy 
will forward that number as soon as it is determined. 
 
Motorized Stewardship Funding 
Cathy discussed the draft process that DNR is using to 
distribute the Motorized Stewardship funds in an 
accelerated manner so funds will be available this year.   
 
It is available for public comment on the DNR’s website 
at: http://dnr.wi.gov/news/input/Guidance.html  
 
Key points are:  
• Project priority will be set by NR 50.09. 
• Snow Rec Council will continue to recommend to 

DNR which projects to fund.  
• No new applications will be accepted because of 

statutory April 15 deadline. 
• Previously submitted projects may be amended in 

light of the new funding. 
• 20% local match is required.  Match cannot be state, 

federal, in-kind or force account.   
• Any projects $250,000 or larger must be reviewed by 

the Joint Committee on Finance.  
• An accelerated timeline:  

o 8/1 One-page cover sheet to indicate request 
for Motorized Stewardship funds & indication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/news/input/Guidance.html
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that you are able to secure 20% local match 
o 9/13 Motorized Stewardship applications due 

(application will be a 1-page cover sheet to 
attach to previously submitted project) 

o 9/23-26 Infrastructure meeting (if needed) 
o 10/1-5 Snow Rec. Council funding meeting 
o 12/2 Latest date by which DNR will issue 

grant agreements to successful applicants 
o 12/16 Deadline for successful applicants to 

return signed agreements to DNR.  
 
Q: How much money is available? 
A: That has not been decided yet.  The legislature didn’t 
designate a dollar amount. 
Q: 20% match is unreachable for most counties, why? 
A: All other stewardship money requires a 50% grant, 
the legislature obviously felt that some match was 
required. 
 
Council Budget 
The Council has a budget of $10,000 per year.  
 
Cathy showed a spreadsheet showing the council’s 
spending for the last 2 years in relation to timing of the 
meetings.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion by Lee Van Zeeland, second by 
Bev Dittmar, to close the meeting to 
public participation.  Motion carried. 
 

 5. Back-up Information 
Documents  

A packet of information from Mike Cerny was handed 
out.  It was information that Mike put together to deal 
with the numbers behind the discussion on CapStep & 
the numbers behind the Council’s proposal.  Mike put 
this together because he’s spoken to people about this 
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and these are the documents where he got the numbers 
from.  There is information from New York and form 
other sources.   
 
If anyone has questions after readying it, they should 
ask.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Member Items Mike Cerny discussed the idea of having a one-stop 
shop where people can go to find answers to all their 
questions.  Questions regarding statutes, eligible 
expenses, technical information, etc.  I would like to ask 
to have this put on the next Finance Committee Agenda, 
it’s also going on the Infrastructure Committee Agenda. 
 
What are we going to do about the financial situation 
moving forward?  

 

 7. Adjournment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motion by Tom Chwala, second by Lee 
Van Zeeland to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried. 

 


