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SNOWMOBILE RECREATION COUNCIL Finance Committee Agenda & Record                                                Feb. 6, 2014  
Conference Room 6, St. Germain Community Center, St. Germain, WI 

 
 
Presenter/ 

Time 
 

Agenda Item 
 

Key Points 
 

Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments 
 1. Call to Order Members Present:  Bob Lang, Bev Dittmar, Larry 

Erickson, Lee Van Zeeland 
 
Members Absent: Tom Chwala 
 
Others Present:  Cathy Burrow, Faith Murray, Beth 
Norquist, Ann Loechler, Ed Slaminski, Walt Ebersohl, 
Jillian Steffes-DNR, other council members and 
members of the public  

 

 2. Acceptance of Minutes 
of Previous Meeting 

 
 

Motion by Lee Van Zeeland, second by 
Bev Dittmar, to approve the minutes of 
July 21, 2013.  Motion carried. 
 

 3. Public Comments Financial condition of the fund was discussed.  
Questions remain, although we have uniform financial 
statements – the council has no way of knowing the 
current financial condition of the fund at any other point 
of the year. 
 
Waiting to award grants until the prior fiscal year’s fund 
condition is known, helps but doesn’t address the issue 
of the uncertainty of the current condition. 

  
 

 4. Vilas County S-4217 
Grant Amendment 
Request 

Dale Mayo explained the need for this amendment.  This 
previously awarded grant was delayed by a court case.  
A landowner along the proposed trail was contesting the 
right to place a snowmobile trail in the DOT right-of-way.  
After much legal maneuvering the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court declined to hear it so the project may proceed.  
This amendment includes a previously requested 
amount (the difference between the original grant award 
$3,331.69 and the bid) and $2,500 for winter build due to 
the time and increased labor of working this time of year.  
The total amendment request is $5,864.36. 
 

Motion by Larry Erickson, second by 
Bev Dittmar to recommend the council 
approve an amendment for 
approximately $5,900 to S-4217 for 
Vilas County. 
Motion carried:  3 Yes, 1 No (Van 
Zeeland)  
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Discussion ensued regarding the state of the fund and 
whether or not there was sufficient money to cover this 
amendment.  It was also discussed that Vilas County 
had fought a battle with associated legal fees that 
benefits all counties by reaffirming the right to place 
snowmobile trails in the DOT right-of-way.  

 5. Supplemental Prorate  Discussion regarding the current operating costs of 
grooming and the fact that amount being reimbursed, 
particularly in years with a pro-rate is not sufficient to 
cover the needs.   
 
Correspondence regarding the lack of standards and 
review of trail grooming leads to inequities was 
discussed.  General consensus was there is nothing to 
be done due to lack of personnel to inspect trails.  Also 
clubs won’t overgroom because they won’t get 
reimbursed.  However, traffic counts might be an aid in 
over-grooming.   

No motions. 

 6. Eligibility Issues High visibility post sleeves were discussed. 
 
Thermal-plastic highway crossings were discussed. 
 

Motion by Bev Dittmar, second by Larry 
Erickson to recommend not allowing 
high visibility post sleeves as an eligible 
maintenance expense because they’re 
not a legal sign according to the 
guidelines.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Lee Van Zeeland, second by 
Larry Erickson to recommend not 
funding Thermal Plastic Highway 
Crossings.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 7. Miscellaneous items Invitation from Tourism to attend the 2014 Wisconsin 
Governor’s Conference on Tourism a cost of $275 for 
the full event or $140 per day.  Lee Van Zeeland said he 
will be attending the conference in another capacity. 
 
 

Motion by Larry Erickson, second by 
Bev Dittmar to recommend that Lee 
attend the Tourism conference as the 
official representative of the 
Snowmobile Recreation Council.     
Motion carried unanimously. 
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Correspondence was read regarding snowmobiles being 
treated differently in licensing/registration from cars. 
 
DOT rates falling off the published list.  Proposal that 
DNR add dropped rates to the approved Council rates 
as they drop off and that the Infrastructure Committee 
would review and approve annually. 
 
 
 

 
Committee deferred the DOT rate issue 
to the Infrastructure committee. 

 8. AB670 Antique 
Snowmobile Registration 
Bill 

The fiscal analysis was examined by the committee. 
 

Motion by Lee Van Zeeland, second by 
Bev Dittmar to recommend the Council 
not support AB670 because of the 
negative financial impact to the 
Snowmobile program. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
  

 9. GPR Fund Request Dale Mayo told the committee the Rep. Czaja offered to 
pursue a GPR fund request for the snowmobile program 
due to the current financial status of the snowmobile 
account.  If the council recommended she do so, she 
asked that a letter be sent to the Governor and each 
member of the Joint Finance Committee. 

Motion by Larry, second by Lee to 
recommend the Council move forward 
with a GPR request.    
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 

10. Member Items Larry spoke of an issue regarding an 80 hp Kubota 
tractor and rates that had been brought to his attention 
at the groomer show. 

The committee deferred this item to the 
Infrastructure Committee. 

 11. Adjournment  Motion by Bev Dittmar, second by Lee 
Van Zeeland to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried. 

 


