Update

News Update #2012-10 ~ Monday, March 12, 2012

PLEASE READ ENTIRE UPDATE.
It contains important information on multiple topics.

IN THIS UPDATE:

¢ Environmental Review submittals now required with SDWLP Application

e Capitalization Grants received for SFY 2012 — Loan closings may now be
scheduled

e MHI data update

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SUBMITTALS NOW REQUIRED WITH SDWLP
APPLICATION:

A new Safe Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP) Financial Assistance Application
(Form 8700-262) is now available on our Forms and Publications web page at
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/EIL/FORMS/forms.html.

There are some new requirements for a complete SDWLP application. Please look
through the checklists on pages 1 and 2 in the revised application form and note that all
SDWLP applications submitted for SFY 2013 must include the following environmental
review documentation with the initial submittal by June 30. Any costs associated with
the Environmental Review may be included in the project budget in your application.

= A copy of Endangered Resources Review Request (Form 1700-047 or 1700-
047E), as submitted to the DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources, if your project
includes any ground disturbance. More information and a link to the form are
available on DNR’s Endangered Resources Review web page at
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Review.html.

= A copy of Request for SHPO Comment and Consultation on a Federal
Undertaking (Form HP-05-07), as submitted to the Wisconsin Historical Society.
More information and a link to the form are available on the Wisconsin Historical
Society’s NHPA § 106 Submittal Instructions web page at

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/protecting/instructions.asp.
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Municipalities applying for SDWLP funds must submit these two request forms to the
appropriate agencies prior to submitting the SDWLP Financial Assistance Application
to the Bureau of Community Financial Assistance and prior to beginning construction of
their projects. We encourage you to submit the forms during the planning phase of your
project.

Costs associated with the Environmental Review and with compliance with any
Endangered Resources or Historical Society conditions are generally eligible for SDWLP
funding and may be included in the project budget in your application.

We made other minor changes to the SDWLP Financial Assistance Application form to
help ensure the completeness of applications our customers submit to the DNR.

If you have questions regarding the new application form or environmental review
requirements, please contact Jeanne Cargill at jeanne.cargill@wisconsin.gov or (608)
267-7587.

CAPITALIZATION GRANTS RECEIVED FOR SFY 2012 - LOAN CLOSINGS MAY
NOW BE SCHEDULED:

The WI DNR recently received its capitalization grant awards from U.S. EPA for SFY
2012 funding. The next step for the SDWLP is to publish the final funding list. We can
then accept SDWLP applications and begin scheduling loan closings. For the CWFP, we
can accept in-house applications at this time and begin scheduling loan closings. We
will soon publish a final CWFP principal forgiveness funding list, but this is not
required in order for us to accept applications.

If you have questions regarding the capitalization grants, please contact Becky Scott at
608-267-7584 or rebecca.scott@wisconsin.gov. To work towards scheduling a loan
closing for your project, please contact the DNR project manager assigned to your
project.

MHI DATA UPDATE:

The Clean Water Fund and Safe Drinking Water Loan Programs are required to use the
most recently published Median Household Income (MHI) data calculated by the US
Census Bureau when making funding determinations. The Census Bureau now collects
income data through the American Community Survey (ACS) rather than through the
decennial census. ACS MHIs are calculated using data collected over a 5-year period
and are updated and published annually. The 2006—2010 data is now available for use.

We recognize that there are concerns regarding the sample size used in the ACS for
some communities and about the reliability of the data. For a number of reasons,
however, we will continue to use the ACS data, in making various determinations in
both the SDWLP and the CWFP. We anticipate increasing reliability with each annual
update. For more information about the ACS or MHIs, please visit the ACS website at:
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/.
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If you have questions about how MHI impacts funding determinations, contact Jeanne

Cargill at 608-267-7587 jeanne.cargill@wisconsin.gov.

If you have general questions regarding the SDWLP, please contact
Mary E. Wagner at 608-267-7475 or marye.wagner@wisconsin.gov.

If you have questions regarding the CWFP, contact
Candice Sovinski at 608-264-8986 or candice.sovinski@wisconsin.gov.
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