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Environmental Review Guide for the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program 
Samantha Jordt - Environmental Review Specialist - Email: Samantha.Jordt.wisc.gov 

Why We Do Environmental Reviews 
Safe Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP) projects are federally funded; therefore, federal requirements apply. According to Title 
40 Chapter 1 Subchapter A Part 6 and Subchapter B Part 35, projects receiving Drinking Water State Revolving funds are required to 
do a NEPA-Like review to assess the potential adverse effects projects may have on any of the resources protected by the federal 
environmental cross-cutters. The review must cover project areas, along with staging areas, causing any ground disturbance.  

NEPA-Like Review Federal Crosscutters (applicable in Wisconsin) 
Endangered Species Act, Pub. L. 93‐205, as amended (See number 1 below)  
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (See number 1 below) 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, PL 89‐665, as amended (See number 2 below) 
Archaeological and Historical Preservation Act of 1974, Pub. L.86‐523, as amended (See number 2 below) 
Protection and enhancement of the cultural environment, Executive Order 11593 (See number 2 below) 
Farmland Protection Policy Act, Pub. L. 97‐98  
Clean Air Act, Pub. L. 84‐159, as amended 
Environmental Justice, Executive Order (EO) 12898 
Floodplain Management, Executive Order 11988 as amended by EO 12148 (See numbers 3&4 below) 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, Pub. L. 85‐624, as amended (See numbers 3&4 below) 
Protection of Wetlands, Executive Order 11990 (See numbers 3&4 below) 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Pub. L. 90‐542, as amended (See numbers 3&4 below) 

Categorical Exclusions 
Many of the projects funded through the SDWLP, including the LSL projects, are considered “Categorically Excluded” because the 
project is solely the replacement and or minor upgrade of existing services; however, a preliminary review is required to eliminate 
the possibility of extraordinary circumstances. If there are extraordinary circumstances, a more thorough review may be needed. For 
instance, if the replacement of existing services coincides with endangered species habitat or archeological historical resources, the 
project may not be considered categorically excluded.    

Other Funding Sources 
If another Federal Agency such as CDBG, RD, or DOT is involved in funding all or part of this project, their review will satisfy SDWLP 
requirements for all or part of the project. If the previous review does not encompass the entire SDWLP project footprint, the 
remaining portion of the project must undergo the SDWLP review process.  Proof of any review completed by another federal 
funding agency and its findings must be submitted to the DNR Environmental Review Specialist prior to closing.  

The SDWLP Review Process 
All SDWLP projects that have not or will not be undergoing the environmental review process with another federal agency (including 
LSLs), causing any ground disturbance, must submit the following 5 items with or prior to application submittal: 

1) Endangered Species Review via the NHI Public Portal and or an Endangered Resources Review (ERR) 
To determine if there are resources protected by the Federal Endangered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, present in 
the project site, the NHI Public Portal, Endangered Resources Review, or both must be consulted.  
 
The NHI Public Portal allows municipalities to assess whether or not federally protected resources exist within the project area, 
online and free of charge. If there are no resources present, this portion of the review is completed (print the summary of the review 
and submit it with the SDWLP Application or before).  Guidance for using the NHI Public Portal is included below. 

The Endangered Resources Review (ERR) is necessary for projects that have federally protected resources in or near the project 
site. Municipalities that are aware resources are present may choose to skip the NHI Public Portal and submit the ERR request 
immediately. The SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist will need a copy of the review response, including any construction 
requirements, prior to closing.  

Note: Endangered Species Reviews (including NHI Preliminary reviews) are time sensitive. Some projects may be required to 
resubmit updated documentation.

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
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2) Archeological/Historical Review via submittal of the USGS Topo map(s) or hiring a CRM Firm  

To determine if there are resources protected by the National Historic Preservation Act, Archaeological and Historical Preservation 
Act, or the Protection and enhancement of the cultural environment Executive Order are present in the project site, the municipality 
is advised to create and submit a USGS Topo map to the DNR with or prior to application submittal. Guidance for using the Public 
Lands Mapping application to create a USGS Topo map is included below. 
 
A Cultural Resource Management (CRM) firm can also be consulted either instead of submitting a topo map, or at the request of the 
DNR archeologist. If a CRM firm is to be utilized, please consult with the Environmental Review Specialist for a list of approved firms. 
 
LSL Projects: For municipalities with no known archeological/historical resources, we recommend you attempt to get a broad 
approval by submitting a topo map of the entire effected area (below, left). If broad clearance cannot be granted or if your 
municipality has known resources present, you may wish to submit a topo map with a more detailed disturbance footprint right 
away (below, right). All standard SDWLP project maps should be as detailed as possible. 
 
Note: The role of the DNR Archeologist is to determine that Archeological/Historical Review requirements are met where and when 
resources may be impacted. The DNR Archeologist opinion is based off of the USGS Topo maps submitted to the DNR by the 
municipality or consulting engineer. It is not the role of the DNR Archeologist to conduct reviews for the municipality or to provide 
detailed archeological/historical resource information. 

  

3) & 4) Floodplain, Waterway, Wetland Review via submittal of a floodplain and a wetlands/waterway map 

To determine if there are resources protected by the Floodplain Management Executive Order, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, 
Protection of Wetlands Executive Order, and or Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, present in the project site, use the Surface Water Data 
Viewer (SWDV) Mapping Tool to create maps. Like the Public Lands mapping application, draw a polygon of the disturbance 
footprint(s). Create the 2 separate maps by adding the following layers: The Floodplain layer (below, left) and wetlands/wetland 
indicator layer (below, right) located under layer “themes”. Email the PDFs to the Environmental Review Specialist. Guidance for 
using the Public Lands Mapping application is included below. 

   

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/
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5) Form 8700-365 SDWLP Environmental Review Determination 

Once all of the components of the Environmental Review are completed, the Form 8700-365 must be completed and signed by a 
municipal official. The form can then be automatically submitted to the Environmental Review Specialist via email.  

Using the NHI Portal for the Endangered Resources Preliminary Assessment  
To do a review using the portal, you will need to answer a few questions, click YES for federal funding, and create a polygon for the 
entire disturbance footprint.  
 

 Standard SDWLP projects involving multiple disturbance footprints should conduct a review with a footprint that covers 
each disturbance footprint.  

 LSL project footprints should include the entire area the LSLs may be located.  
 
The portal will pull data for the project and buffer area to determine if state and/or federally listed endangered species/habitats are 
present and return the findings.  
 

 If the results do not require further actions, print the results of the portal’s findings and submit them with your LSL 
application.  

 If the results do require further actions, you need to request a full Endangered Resources Review from the DNR; learn 
more at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Review.html. Clearly state that this is an LSL only project. 

 
Further actions will be required if the portal returns this message: 

Using the Public Access Lands and Surface Water Data Viewer (SWDV) Mapping Tools 
These interactive mapping tools allow users to draw a polygon of the disturbance footprint(s) and layer the following: 

 The USGS topographic layer (Public Access Lands - under “Base Maps”)  

 The Floodplain layers and wetlands/wetland indicator layers (SWDV- under layer “themes”).  
 

If the project disturbance footprint(s) cannot fit on the same map in the appropriate scale, multiple maps must be submitted.  
 
Upon launching either one of the mapping tools, you will come to a page that has a map of the state on the right and a column 
labeled “Home” on the left. To access the layers, click “Show Layers”. 

 

  
  

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/8700/8700-365.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/erreview/publicPortal.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Review.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/PAL/application.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/PAL/application.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/PAL/%20and%20http:/dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/
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Public Access Lands 

To draw your project’s disturbance footprint(s) in the Public Access Lands mapping application, click on the “Customize Map” Tab. 
You will need to include staging areas and multiple polygons for multiple project footprints. 

 

 
 
To add the Topo Layer, Expand the “Base Maps” drop down and click the “Digital Topo Quads” and “PLSS Town, Range &…” boxes. 
 

 
 
  

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
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SWDV 

To draw your project’s disturbance footprint(s) in the Surface Water Data Viewer mapping application, click on the “Draw and 
Measure” Tab, under “Point”, select “Polygon”.  You will need to include staging areas and multiple polygons for multiple project 
footprints. 

 

 
 
To access the floodplain map, click on “All Available Layers” and select “Floodplain Information” 
 
To access the wetland and waterway map, click on “All Available Layers” and select “Wetland & Wetland Indicators” 
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