
2013 WATER SUCCESS STORY   

Bureau of Water Quality 

 A $64,800 DNR Aquatic Invasive Species Control 
Grant awarded to The Nature Conservancy turned an 
invasive species removal project on the Lulu Lake-
Mukwonago River in Walworth County into an environ-
mental learning opportunity for hundreds of people, 
including high school students from as far away as New 
York City. These students joined local high school stu-
dents on this project as interns for The Nature Conserv-
ancy.  

 The Conservancy also partnered with volunteers 
from the Friends of Mukwonago River, the Mukwonago 
River Initiative, the Eagle Spring Lake Management Dis-
trict and the Town of Troy. Pitching in along-side were 
undergraduates from Carroll University, the University 
of Wisconsin-Parkside, 
the UW-La Crosse and 
UW-Milwaukee. 

 The watershed, 
consisting of the lake 
and wetlands adjacent 
to the Mukwonago Riv-
er that flows through 
the Lulu Lake Preserve, 
is a key habitat for na-
tive mollusk species. 
DNR identifies the lake 
as an outstanding re-
source water, and pro-
vided grant funding for 
invasive species work 
conducted from April 
2010 through Decem-
ber 2012. 

 The interns used snorkel gear to dive 
and remove Eurasian water-milfoil by hand 
from 1.5 acres of the lake. The snorkelers 
were trained to differentiate between native 

and non-native milfoils. The invasive milfoil was 
collected and deposited on a pontoon boat provided 
by the Town of Troy, and later transferred to a se-
cure dump site for disposal. It was decided to har-
vest by hand rather than apply herbicides to prevent 
damage to other native aquatic plants. 

 The interns then wove cuttings of Pondweed 
(native potamogeton species) into biodegradable 
fiber mats and sunk them in three-to-four-feet of 
water weighted with rocks in the 1.5 acre restoration 
area. The mats were used to help anchor and grow 
the native aquatic plant species as an experimental 
project that proved successful. 

 The Nature Conservancy also used the grant 
money to help remove purple loosestrife, narrow-
leaved and hybrid cattail, reed canary grass and 
buckthorn invasive species through hand-pulling 
and herbicide treatments at Lulu Lake, Crooked 
Creek and Newell and Ann Meyer Preserves. The 
removal of the six invasive species throughout the 

530-acre area, encompassing parts 
of Walworth and Waukesha coun-
ties, has resulted in the robust 
resurgence of many native species.  

High school students snorkel in support of lake restoration efforts 
 

By: Julia Riley, Bureau of Water Quality Management 

High school interns weave Pondweed 
into biodegradable mats to help re-
grow native plants on restored lake 
bottom. The Nature Conservancy 

Dan Small, host of “Outdoor Wisconsin,” interviewed high 
school interns and a graduate student from UW-La Crosse as 
they removed Eurasian water-milfoil in Lulu Lake.  The 
Nature Conservancy Photo.  

 

Aquatic invasive species grants can be 
used for education, prevention, planning, 
early detection, rapid response and es-
tablished infestation control projects. 
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