Whereas, the 2015-17 State Budget Bill proposes eliminating the Natural Resources Board’s
(NRB) policy and regulatory making authority, and giving it to the DNR secretary.

Wheress, giving the policy-ouiling suthority solely o the DINE secrstary would poieatially
allow for inpporant navursd resowrcs decisions e made bohind closed doors without proper
public vetiing. Any poteniial gains in efficiency that may result from this proposal do not justify
the loss of an open and transparent government.

Whereas, satoral resopecs polivy declsines me corresily mate in Tall view of e pullic,
hroadesst ondine, and with swple opportanity Tor citfzans 1 provide westiiniony o witien
COTRIENLS.

Whereas, renowned conservationists Aldo Leopold, William Aberg, and Haskell Noyes helped
forge the Conservation Aut of 1927, creating the Coswervation Coneission (gredetessor of the
MWRE). With srost Gvesiohy these groneres forzed o sndpue systeny 10 keeg conssrvation and
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fities sensrste by formine no independent board, beholden o no one.
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Whereas, the NRB has successfully operated with its policy-making authority uninterrupted for
the past B8 years durdog which tiee Wisconsin has been 2 leader Sn environueanial protection and
wildiife congervation effons.

- Whereas, nowhere £lse in staie government do the people of this stsie have such a direct avenue
for input as through the Wisconsin Conservation Congress (WCC) and the NRB.

Wheteas, diminating the sutfionity of the NEE and spaking it advisory o the DNE secretary
would snderiine this proven sysiem of ciiizon ehgaganent and would irreparably mar the
tegacy we leave for future genemtions.

Be It Resolved, the Conservation Congress at its annual meeting held in S Colin

Comnty on April 13, 2015, opposes the 2015-17 Siate Budget proposal that makes the Natural
Resowrces Board advisory 1o the DNE Secretary and sequest that it be removed Trom the bodger
and that the Natural Resowroe Board retam their policy and regulatory making aathority for the
DNR, and that the Wisconsin Conservation Congress remains advisory o the NRB.
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