





CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: September 29, 2016 FILE REF: WM 60490
TO: Natural Resources Board

FROM: Cathy Stepp

SUBIECT: Proposed Land Donation, Mr. Richard E. Larson

Tract, File # WM 60490

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Crex Meadows Wildlife Area
Burnett County

Grantor:

Mr, Richard Larson
12440 County Road D
Grantsburg- WI 54840

Acres: |
Price: Gift
Appraised Value: N/A

Interest: Fee Title
Improvements: Parking lot is being constructed.

Location: The tract is located five miles north of Grantsburg in Burnett County
Land Description: The subject land is level terrain,

Covertype Breakdown:

Type Acreage
Upland Woodland 100
Total; | 1.00

Zoning: A2 (Agriculture — Residential)

Present Use: Private recreation use

Proposed Use: Public recreation use and public parking/access
Tenure: 20 years

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities to include bunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing, Physical
features of'the property may not be conductive to all of these activities.

Prinsed on
Recycled
Paper



JUSTIFICATION:

Mr. Richard E. Larson has offered to donate one acre of land located within the project boundary of the
Crex Meadows Wildlife Area in Burnett County to the Department. The parcel is adjacent to Department
owned lands to the east and is accessible to the public through Phantom Lake Road to the west. The
donation also includes the development of a small parking lot and the cost to place a marker on the

propetrty.

The subject property will provide a public access link from Phantom Lake Road to the Department owned
propetty to the east, which is currently difficult to reach and lacks parking amenities. This access will be
enhanced by the parking lot development, which Mr. Larson is donating to the Department. The subject is
the location of the first Grantsburg Hilton Camp, established in the 1950s. The marker that is being
donated by Mr. Larson will read as follows: Original Site of the Grantsburg Hilton Camp Established in the
1950s, Donated by Dick Larson, Summer 2016,

Mr. Larson has been a long-time advocate of wildlife conservation and has been active with local
conservation organizations. He was previously active with the Conservation Congress and currently serves
as the hunter representative for the Burnett County Deer Advisory Committee (CDAC).

Crex Meadows Wildlife Area was established in 1946 and spans over 30,000 acres. The area is a remnant
of a vast glacial lake that formed as the Wisconsin glacier blocked the 8t. Croix River, As the ice dam
melted, it left behind shallow lakes and extensive marshes; which provide open habitat for area-sensitive
species. The property is used by the public primarily for wildlife viewing, hunting, trapping and harvesting
of wild rice, mushrooms, sage and berries.

LAND MANAGEMENT:

Management of the overall property will be consistent with management of the connecting Crex Meadows
Wildlife Area. There is no expectation of significant added costs for management as a result of adding this
property to the project.

FINANCING:

No funding is required for this transaction.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE CREX MEADOWS WILDLIFE AREA;

Established: 1946

Acres Purchased to Date: 28,667.76
Acquisition Goal: 32,397.00
Percent Complete: §8.49 %

Cost to Date: $2,898,062.58






















Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its October 2016 meeting, the
Natural Resources Board gratefully accepted a gift of land in
Burnett County for the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area from:

Mr. Richard E. Larson
Our expression of appreciation on behalf of Wisconsin’s
citizens is hereby recorded in the official records of the

Natural Resources Board. We acknowledge this gencrous
contribution.

Natural Resources Board

Terry N. Hilgenberg, Chair



