





CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: May 4, 2016 FILE REF: WM 60390
TO: Natural Resources Board

FROM;: Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District —

Franklin DC Parcel, File # WM 60390
Dumke Parcel, File # WM 60391
Katzman Parcel File # WM 60392
Blattner Parcel File #WM 60393

Approval Requested by June 16, 2016

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area
Milwaukee County

Grantor:
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
¢/o Delbert Dettmann
260 W Seeboth St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Acres: 97.12
Price: 0 (Donation)

Appraised Value: N/A

Interest: Fee Title
Improvements: None

Location; The tracts are located in Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties three miles southwest of City of
Franklin,
Land Description: The subject land is level.

Covertype Breakdown:

Type Acreage
Upland Woodland 12.08
Wetland 40
Grass/Pasture 30
Brush 543
Water 9.61
Total: 97.12

Zoning:
Franklin DC Parcel (WM 60390); C-1 Wetland and R-3 Suburban Estate Single Family

Residential @
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Dumke Parcel (WM 60391); C-1 Wetland and R-3 Suburban Estate Single Family Residential
Katzman Parcel (WM 60392): C-1 Wetland and R-3 Suburban Estate Single Family Residential
Blattner Parcel (WM 60393):. RC-3

*City of Muskego plans to update all DNR parcels within the project to be C-1 zoning in
three years when they update their Comprehensive Plan.

Present Use: Recreation

Proposed Use: Recreation

Tenure: Franklin DC Parcel (WM 60390): 4 Years
Dumke Parcel (WM 60391): 5 Years
Katzman Parcel (WM 60392): 5 Years
Blattner Parcel (WM 60393): 3 Years

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing, Physical
features of the property may not be conductive to all of these activities.

JUSTIFICATION:

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) has offered to donate 97.12 acres of land located
within the project boundary of the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area, in Milwaukee and Waukesha
Counties. This parcel is adjacent to Department owned lands to the north and east, and is accessible to the
public from South 116™ Street and Hwy OO. The property was purchased by the Conservation Fund and
MMSD with the assistance of a Knowles Neslon Stewardship grant in conjunction with MMSD’s
Greenseams Program. As part of this donation, MMSD will retain a conservation easement on the property
to ensure the goals of the Greenseams® Program are perpetuated.

The Greenseams program is a flood management partnership between MMSD and The Conservation Fund
(TCF) that works to reduce the amount of polluted storm water flowing into waterways during major storm
events in the Milwaukee area. The program targets land purchases in critical wetland and floodplain areas
to maximize the retention and absorption of rainwater and snow melt. Once acquired, most Greenseams
sites are open to the public for outdoor recreation. The overall goal of the program is the reduction of
flooding risk to homes and businesses. Since 2001, Greenseams has acquired 3,197 acres throughout the
watersheds of the Milwaukee, Menomonee, Oak Creek, and Root Rivers. Once lands are acquired,
restoration activities usually take place in partnership with organizations such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service or the Natural Resources Conservation Service, To date, over 600 acres of prairie and wetlands
have been restored and over 100,000 trees planted as a part of this program.

The 97.12 acre donation is located within the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area, on a large prairie pothole,
Dumkes Lake, locally called Franklin Marsh, which has about 30 acres of open water and more than 200
acres of associated wetlands. The property has more than 2,200 feet of water frontage on the large wetland
complex. MMSD recently completed restoration work on the donated land by converting suitable lands to
prairie.

The Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area surrounds the 2,073-acre Big Muskego Lake and encompasses
wetlands, upland grasslands, woodlands and agricultural areas. The majority of the 3,800-acre project area
is located in the City of Muskego in Waukesha County and extends into northern Racine and western
Milwaukee counties. Big Muskego Lake and surrounding wetlands comprise a unique shallow
lake-wetland complex. The lake receives heavy use by trappers, anglers, hunters and offers other wildlife
related recreatioanl activities. The City of Franklin modified their firearm discharge ordinance to coincide
with State regulations on lands owned by the Department, so all NBOA’s are allowed on the property.

Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area is recognized as a Wisconsin Important Bird Area, and provides
important nesting habitat for the state-endangered Forster’s terns and black terns, as well as marsh wrens,
osprey, bobolinks, and waterfowl. Great egrets, northern harriers, black crowned night herons, and bald



















Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its May 2016 meeting, the Wisconsin Natural
Resources Board gratefully accepted gift of 97.12 acres of land in
Milwaukee County for the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area from

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this
end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Wisconsin Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere

appreciation on behalf of present and future generations to thank you for
your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Wisconsin Natural Resources Board

Terry N. Hilgenberg, CHAIR
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f 8. Continue onto I-43 S/US-45 S

0.5mi
" 9. Use the left 2 lanes to take exit 60 to merge onto US-45 S/S 108th St

0.4 mi

Take W Forest Home Ave to N Cape Rd in Muskego
9 min (5.2 mi)

& 10. Merge onto US-45 S/S 108th St

1.2 mi
> 11. Turn right onto W Forest Home Ave

2.9 mi
t 12. continue onto N Cape Rd

1.1 mi

County Road 00
Muskego, WI 53150

These directions are for planning purposes only. You may find that construction
projects, traffic, weather, or other events may cause conditions to differ from the
map results, and you should plan your route accordingly. You must obey all signs or
notices regarding your route.

Google Maps
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