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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • A • 1 • 

Request that the Board adopt Board Order DG-15-13, proposed rules affecting Chapter NR 809 related to Safe Drinking 
Water 

FOR: September 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Steven Elmore, Chief, Public Water Supply Section 

SUMMARY: 

Revisions to Chapter NR 809, Safe Drinking Water, incorporate changes made by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) in February, 2013 to the Total Coliform Rule (TCR) under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). By revising 
Chapter NR 809, the department will retain the primacy granted by EPA to administer the SDWA in Wisconsin. 

The Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) establishes public water system compliance based on the presence of E. coli 
and eliminates the existing maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total coliforms. E. coli is a more specific indicator of 
fecal contamination and other potential pathogens than total coliforms. The RTCR requires public water systems 
exceeding specified frequencies of total coliform occurrence to conduct sanitary integrity assessments. 

Additionally, to correct accuracy and parity wi th federal regulations, the department will update Chapter NR 809 to comply 
with the changes since the Chapter's last revision. The department periodically revises Chapter NR 809 to incorporate 
changes made to corresponding Federal regulations. The last revisions approved by the Natural Resources Board were 
published in November, 2010. 

The rule is not likely to have an economic Impact on small businesses. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board Order DG-15-13. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 background memo 
181 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
181 Response summary 

0 Attachments to background memo 
0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 
181 Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

J'll Jonas, Bureau Director 

atrick Stevens, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Program attorney - LS/8 Department rule coordinator - LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Sept/Sept-2015-NRB-agenda.html
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