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Item No: 3.B.5. 

SUBJECT: Easement Acquisition and Donation, Goska- Forest Legacy Program, Vilas County 

FOR: OCTOBER 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase a worl<ing forest conservation easement on 441.97 acres 
of land from Gary Gosl<a, Jr. at the price of $400,000.00 for the Forest Legacy Program in Vilas County. The 
item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds $1501000.00 and because there is a substantial 
bargain sale donation associated with the purchase. 

The easement consists of two parcels; the northern parcel contains 281.97 acres and has an app.-aised value of 
$310,000. The southern parcel contains L60 acres and has an appraised value of$220,000. Mr. Gosl<a llas 
offered to sell the easement at the price of $400,000 with the difference between the apptaised value and the 
purchase price to be recognized as a bargain sale donation to the Department. The total value of the bargain 
sale donation is $130,000. 

The conservation easement area is in Land 0' Lal<es Township in Vilas County. The eastern botder of both 
parcels is adjacent to the Nicolet National Fo1·est. The southern borde•· of the northern parcel and most of the 
northern border of the southern parcel is adjacent to property owned by Joseph and Mary Hovel, with whom 
the Department has also negotiated to purchase a conset·vation easement. The remaining boundaries are 
adjacent to private lands or town roads. The northe1·n pat·cel has excellent public access along Cl'ystal Lal<e 
Road. The southern parcel has over 1 mile of frontage on County Highway E. The public will also be allowed 
motorized access on the parcel over an existing woods road that leads to an area that will be used for a parl<ing 
Jot on the Hovel property that lies between the two Gosl<a parcels. The combination of public road access and 
the interior road access and parking, combined with and excellent network of interior walking trails (woods 
roads) will provide good opportunities for hunters and other recreational users to move throughout the 
property. The northern parcel is made up of upland and lowland with level to rolling topography providing 
scenic views of the Wisconsin River. The northem parcel has two main forest types with about one-half of the 
land in swamp conifers and the remainder of the land has a mixed upland forest with aspen, jacl< pine, red 
pine, balsam, and scattered birch. 

The Wisconsin River bisects part of the northern pat·cel and makes up part. of the eastern boundary of the 
northern parcel. There is approximately 7,806 feet of two-bani< frontage and 3,250 of one bank frontage on tbe 
Wisconsin River. The Wisconsin River is relatively shallow and slow moving though the property, making it 
ideal for recreational activities such as duel< hunting, trapping, kayaldng, and canoeing. The river also offers 
excellent fishing, and this stretch is known to contain bass, muslcy, and walleye. Public outdoor recreation is an 
important component of this Forest Legacy easement. The entire proper·ty will be open for hilcing, fishing, 
hunting, trapping, cJ·oss-country sl{iing, and other nature based outdoor activities. 

The souther·n parcel is mostly upland covered with pine trees and the remainder of the parcel is covered with 
aspen, spruce, and open marshlands. There are no water features on the southern parcel. The conservation 
easement will ensure continued opportunities fo•· sustainable forest management on this block of forestland in 
nor·thern Wisconsin while providing habitat management opportunities for many wildlife species. In addition, 
the easement will secure the property's economic values as Wisconsin leads the nation in the number· of 
employees and the value of shipments in the forest products sector at $18 billion annually. The enrichment of 
sustainable forestry practices on forest ownerships directly benefits our state's economy and environment. 

The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program in Wisconsin is to: 
• preserve and protect the land for continued sustainable forestry and resource management and to 

maintain the undeveloped charactet· of the property by precluding buildings, deforestation or any 
significant topographical change; 

• manage the property as part of the underlying landowner's commercial timber harvest base while 
providing open space; 

• provide for the public the right to access the property for public outdoor recreati9nal uses; and 
• accomplish these goals permanently and at lower cost than fee title purchase. · 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Oct/Oct-2015-NRB-agenda.html
























 

 

 

 

Acknowledgment Of Gift 

This is to certify that at its October 2015 meeting, the Natural Resources Board 
gratefully accepted a partial gift of a conservation easement over 441.97 acres of 
land in Vilas County for the Forest Legacy Program from 

  
Gary S. Goska, Jr. 

 
It is significant that landowners such as you are interested in helping protect 

Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end. 
 

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the 
Natural Resources Board.  We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on 
behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and 
generosity. 

    Natural Resources Board     

Terry N. Hilgenberg, Vice-Chair 
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