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SUBJECT: Easement Acquisition and Donation, Hovel - Forest Legacy Program, Vilas County 

FOR: OCTOBER 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas .J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has obhtined an option to purchase a working forest conservation easement on 600 acres of 
hlnd from Joseph J>, and Mary 1£. f-lovcl Trust at thr price of $345,000 for the Forest Legacy Prograrn in Vilns 
County. The item is being submitted because the pu1·chase p1·ice exceeds $150,000.00 and because there is a 
substantial bargain sale donation associated with the purchase. 

The conservation casement is locltted in Lnnd 0' Lai<Cs Township an <I consists of a 600 acre contiguous tract 
of land bordered on the cnst by the Nicolet National Forest and on the north and south by land owned by Gary 
S. Gosl<a, Jr. The Gosl<a land is also part of ll conservation easement being purchase by the Department at 
this time resulting in a contiguous tract of 1042 acres that will managed for sustainable forest production and 
open to the public for natun• based outdoor recreation nctivitics in perpetuity. The 600 acre easement has an 
appr·aised value of $480,000 but the llovel's lum: offered to sell the casement at a discount to the fair marl<et 
value. The vnluc of thr bargain sHic donation is $135,000. 

The property is bisected by approximately 6,107 feet of two bani< frontage along the Wisconsin River. The 
Wisconsin River Is relatively shallow and slow movin~ though the property, malting it ideal for recreational 
activities such as duel< hunting, trapping, kayaldng, 11nd canoeing. The river also offers excellent fishing, and 
this st•·ctch is lwown to contain bass, musky, and wnllcyc. Publlc outdoor recreation is an important 
component of this Forest Legacy casement. The rut ire property will be open for hildng, fishing, hunting, 
tt·apping, cross-countr·y siding, and othrr nature hased outdoor nctivitics. 

The conservation casement will cnsurr continued opportunities I'M sustainable forest management on this 
blocl~ of forestland in northern Wisconsin while providing hubitat management oppottunitles for many 
\vildlifc species. In addition, the casement will secure the property's economic values as Wisconsin leads the 
nation in the number of employees and the value of shipments in thr forest products sector at $18 billion 
annually. The enrichment of sustainnblc forestry practices on forest ownerships directly benefits our state's 
economy and environment. 

Access to the property is gained through an casement from the south that connects to County Highway E. The 
conservation easement includes the right for the public to use licensed motor vehicles on the access road and 
allows the Dcpnrtmcnt to construct a small parking lot on the pn>pcrty to ensure publiL~ access to the interior 
of the p•·operty. This access, combined with the public road access to the north and south across the Goska 
land offers excellent public road access to the property. Thi! property also has a good system of interior woods 
roads that will offer excellent root tnwcl throughout the property. 

The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program in Wisconsin is to: 
• JH'escrve and protect the land for continued sustainable forestry and resource management and to 

maintain the undeveloped character of the property by pn:cluding l>uildings, deforestation or any 
significant topog•·aphical ch11nge; 

• manage the property as part of the underlying landowner's commercial timber harvest base while 
providing open space: 

• p•·ovidc for thr public the right to access the property for public outdoor recreational uses; and 
• Rl'COmpllsh these ~oa ls permanently and at lowrr cost than fcc titk purchase. 

Acquisition of this 600 acre Forest Legacy casement, ~•long with the ildjoining 441.97 a crt' easement to be acquired 
from Gary Gosl~a .Jr. will help promote the sustainable usc of thr northern forests and ensures that the land will 
remain open to the public for outdoor n •crcational activities including hunting, hiking, tnlpping, fishing and cross 
country siding. The property includrd in this casement will be managed by private owners as working forestland with 
many opportunities for publk recreation. 

RECOMMENDATION: That thr Hoard approves the purchast.• of a 600 acre conservation rasement from Joseph P. 
and Mary E. Hovel Trust for $345,000.00 for the Forest Legacy l'rognun in Vilas County and the Board recognizes the 
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Acknowledgment Of Gift 

This is to certify that at its October 2015 meeting, the Natural Resources Board 
gratefully accepted a partial gift of a conservation easement over 600 acres of land 
in Vilas County for the Forest Legacy Program from 

 
The Joseph P. And Mary E. Hovel  Revoacable Trust 

 
It is significant that landowners such as you are interested in helping protect 

Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end. 
 

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the 
Natural Resources Board.  We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on 
behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and 
generosity. 

Natural Resources Board 

Terry N. Hilgenberg, Vice-Chair 
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