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Public Comments Summary has been added after memo. 
SUBJECT: Request approval of the Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area Master Plan 

FOR: October 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Yoyi Steele, Wildlife Planner 

SUMMARY: 
The Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area (WLWA) is located in south-central Oneida County, some 10 miles west of the City of 
Rhinelander. It encompasses 2,632 acres of mostly forested land, interspersed with lakes and wetlands. A 962-acre 
Scattered Forest Land parcel directly adjacent to the property has been managed as part of the wildlife area since 
acquisition and is included in the master plan, for a total of 3,594 acres of state owned and managed land. The Board of 
Commissioners of Public Lands holds a forest management easement on 778 acres of the Scattered Forest Land parcel. 

The WLWA Draft Master Plan focuses on maintenance and enhancement of forests, particularly early-successional types 
(oak; aspen; birch; alder), and wetlands for an array of associated wildlife species through habitat management, and 
protection of high-quality riparian wetland communities through native community management. The plan also supports 
management of some stands of oak and pine for older age classes. Recreationally, the property is a large draw for 
hunting, particularly for ruffed grouse (the top recreational use on the property) but also for large- and small-game, 
waterfowl, and turkey hunting. Recreation management in the plan emphasizes this traditional outdoor activity, as well as 
other nature-based pursuits such as hiking and wildlife watching, through maintenance of existing facilities, habitat 
management, and maintaining and improving access. New proposals include developing additional parking areas, 
formally designating a network of hunter walking paths as hunter access/hiking trails, opening the entire property to bike 
use, and a new ATV trail. An existing snowmobile trail will be maintained. 

The plan is proposing 2,665 acres of project boundary expansions, 768 acres of which are already in Department 
ownership, for a net expansion of 1,897 acres. These modifications seek to:encompass lands that are already DNR
owned and managed; increase opportunities for access and improve customer service by adjusting boundaries to follow 
existing roads; expand recreational opportunities and provide potential to add new ones (e.g., dog training; shooting 
range); improve management efficiency; and encompass significant natural features. Land cover in the majority of the 
expansion acres consists of forests, wetlands, and water (-1,600 acres). Agricultural lands comprise 148 acres of 
proposed expansions. 

RECOMMENDATION: Board approval of the Master Plan per NR 44.04(3) 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
1Z1 Background memo 
D Type name of attachment if applicable 

Approved by 

Tom Hauge, Wildlife Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Fish, Wildlife, & Parks 
Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

D Type name of attachment if applicable 
D Type name of attachment if applicable 

Signature Date 
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