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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Black Rive•· State Forest- Jacl<son County 

llem No. 3 • B • 9 • 

FOR: 2015 MAY BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Depa1tment has obtained an option to purchase 61.86 acres of land from Rogan Cabin, LLC for $164,000.00 for 
the Black River State Forest in Jackson County. The item is being submitted because its appraised value exceeds 
$150,000.00. The subject parcel is located in southwestern Jackson County and is within the project boundary of the 
Black River State Forest (BRSF). The subject tract consists of two non-contiguous parcels totaling 61.86 acres. 
Both parcels fall within the floodplain of the Black River with the smaller parcel being approximately 8 acres and the 
larger parcel being 53.86 acres. 

The Black River State Forest was established in 1957 to protect and manage part of the Black River watershed for 
forestry and other natural resources in the region. In addition the Department provides opportunities for the public to 
pursue a variety of recreational uses on the property, including hunting, fishing, trapping, cross-country skiing, 
hiking and nature appreciation. The BRSF encompasses approximately 69,000 acres of public land in Jackson 
County in central Wisconsin, near the City of Black River Falls. The most recent Black River State Forest master 
plan was completed in 201 0. 

The smaller parcel consists of an open field bordered by a wooded edge. It has good vehicle access from Hawk 
Island Road. The larger parcel is bordered on the west side by the Black River and the east by nearly 1/2 mile of 
Hawk Island Road. Topography ranges fi·om level, well drained lands in the northern part of this property to poorly 
drained land along the southerly third and along Hawk Island Road. There is approximately 4, 700 feet of Black 
River frontage along the larger parcel. This portion of the subject is sparsely wooded with maple, oak, basswood and 
elm being the predominate species. The timber on the subject is mainly of sapling or sawlog size but due to the river 
bottom location, it provides little commercial value. The parcel consists of poorly drained soils with the water table 
very near the surface on portions of the property. A series of braided channels have formed two small backwater 
sloughs, which hold water on a yearlong basis. The property will offer excellent wildlife based recreational 
opportunities for gun and archery deer hunting, trapping, turkey hunting, waterfowl hunting, bird watching and shore 
fishing on the Black River. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of Rogan Cabin, LLC 61.86 acres of land for $164,000.00 for the 
Black River State Forest in Jackson County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 181 Fiscal Estimate Required 
No [8J Environmental Assessment oflmpact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

cc: S. Miller· LF/6 
D. Haag· LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/8 
T. Marty • FR/4 
K. Fitzgerald - LF/6 

Yes 0 Attached 
Y cs 0 Attached 
Yes i2Sl Attached 
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