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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Black River State Forest- Jackson County 

FOR: MAY 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

llem No. 3 • B • 8 • 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 80.00 acres of land fi·om Robert Gebhardt for $168,000.00 for 
the Black River State Forest in Jackson County, within the project boundary of the Black River State Forest (BRSF). 
The Black River State Forest was established in 1957 for forestry, natural resource management and outdoor 
recreation. The Black River State Forest provides a variety of recreational opp01tunities including hunting, fishing, 
trapping, cross-country skiing, hiking and nature appreciation. The BRSF encompasses approximately 69,000 acres 
of public land in Jackson County in central Wisconsin, near the City of Black River Falls. 

The subject tract is an 80 acre parcel of level to very gently rolling rural land with no improvements. Most of the 
subject is sparsely wooded; however, there are several finger shaped areas of open wetland located on the prope1ty. 
Low quality Oak, Aspen, Jack Pine and widely scattered White Pine trees are the primary species found on the higher 
elevations on the prope1ty. Nearly all of the timber on the subject is either of sapling or pulpwood size. No 
merchantable timber is present. There is a small, shallow open water pond found in a wetland area near the 
southeastern corner of the parcel. The subject prope1ty adjoins the Black River State Forest to the south and east and 
abuts public roadway along the north and west boundaries. The purchase of the Gebhardt prope1ty will provide for 
increased timber production, additional hunting opportunities close to Black River Falls and interstate 94 and blocks 
very well with existing Department land. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of the Robert Gebhardt prope1ty consisting of 80.00 acres of land for 
$168,000.00 for the Black River State Forest in Jackson County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 1Zl Fiscal Estimate Required 
No 1Zl Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No D Background Memo 

APPROVED: 

ft Secretary, Cathy StepP. 

cc: S. Miller- L /6 
D. Haag- LF/6 
L. Ross- AD/8 
T. Marty - FR/4 

Yes D Attached 
Yes D Attached 
Yes IZ! Attached 

Date 

.. r;- I 7- I~~ 
Date 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/May/May-2015-NRB-agenda.html



















