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Robert Bohmann, Chair Larry Bonde, Vice-Chair Dale Maas, Secretary

1105 Melvin Avenue 22514 Rockville Road . .
, Pub
Racine, W1 53402 Kiel, W1 53042 Lee Fahrney, Public Relations
608-235-5825 920-286-3327 Joe Weiss, Historian
DATE: May 27, 2015
TO: Natural Resources Board
FROM: Rob Bohmann, Chair

SUBJECT: Congress Matters: 2015 Conservation Congress Advisory Question Summary and Annual
Convention Report

First, | would like to thank Chair Cole for his presentation at our convention, and the attendance of sitting and
outgoing Board members Jane Wiley, Christine Thomas, Greg Kazmierski, Bill Bruin, Terry Hilgenberg and Gary
Zimmer at our meeting. | cannot remember a convention in recent history when all of the sitting Board members
were in attendance. It was a privilege to have you at our convention interacting with our delegates. Your
involvement and attendance speaks volumes to your commitment to the role of the Congress as an advisory
body to this Board.

Second, | would like to welcome Julie Anderson to the Board. | look forward to working with you on important
conservation issues.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to review the business conducted by the Congress at our annual
meeting. The Wisconsin Conservation Congress convened for its 81 annual convention on May 14, 15, and 16,
2015, in Wausau. Our statewide delegation voted on the proposed DNR rule changes, Board advisory questions,
and each of the proposed congress advisory questions from the 2015 spring hearing questionnaire (Attachment

1.
WCC Advisory Questions

There were 41 Congress advisory proposals presented for public comment at this year's Spring Hearings. Thirty
six of these proposals were recommended for advancement to the Department, Natural Resources Board, and
Legislature for consideration as possible future rule changes or legislation. The four proposals that were not
supported by the delegation for advancement were also not supported by the public vote. However, the
Congress supported and advanced WCC question 7 (#78 on results sheet) regarding allowing County Deer
Advisory Councils to recommend the hunting of white deer in their county. WCC question 29 (#100 on the
results) regarding delisting the Winnebago System as federal waters was referred back to committee. Included in
the recommendations advanced to the Department, Board, and Legislature for further consideration are the
request for strengthening wanton waste laws for game, changing deductibles for crops damaged by wildlife,
changing the definition of attended lines, limiting watercraft on spring spawning marshes of the Fox and Wolf
Rivers, and utilizing new funding sources for to support warm water habitat initiatives.

Congress Business

This is also the third year we have had the Youth Conservation Congress and you’ll recall, we came before you
in January to report on the more robust efforts we are making to expand the program and better engage our
youth delegates. We now have 21 students involved as youth delegates and 10 of them were able to attend the
convention and participate in the discussion and breakout sessions arranged specifically for them.

Awards
Again this year the Congress recognized a number of DNR employees for their outstanding service. Nathan

Roberts, Research Scientist, received the wildlife award for his commitment to working cooperatively with
citizens, sharing information, and expanding knowledge. Fisheries biologist Ryan Koenigs received our fisheries




award for his dedication and excellent work with the sturgeon fisheries. Michael Hirschboek (Racine County),
was recognized for his outstanding law enforcement efforts, his well-rounded program, and his work to involve
the community in protecting Wisconsin’s resources. Kyle Dilley (Dane County) was awarded the Waterfowi
Officer of the Year by the WCC Migratory Committee for his leadership within his community and commitment to
waterfow!| education. Former chair, Ed Harvey, Jr. from Sheboygan County received the WCC’s David A. Ladd
Delegate of the Year Award. Ed has been on the Congress for 37 years and he is always willing to step up to the
plate when called upon.

The WCC also inducted two former Congress members, Wilheimine LaBudde and Henry Liebzeit, to the
Wisconsin Conservation Congress Hall of Fame.

We handed our years of service certificates and pins to those delegates who have served the congress for 15,
20, 25, 30 and over 35 years. Impressively, we have 16 delegates that individually have 35 or more years of
service to the Congress.

Rounding out our awards, the 2014 Statewide Conservation Organization of the Year Award went to Shadows
on the Wolf, the Outstanding Local Organization was awarded the Southwestern Wisconsin Chapter of Quality
Deer Management, and the 2014 Educator of the Year was awarded to Chuck Strysick.

DNR Rule Change Proposals

The full delegation reviewed and registered their support for all of the questions that the Department presented,
both from wildlife and fisheries.

The Congress did not support the NRB'’s advisory question number 70 relating to allowing stands and blinds
overnight on DNR managed land; however, the delegation did support question 71 concerning the subdividing of
Bear Management Zone C.

Officer Elections

On Friday, May 15 the delegates from our twelve districts elected their 2015-16 Executive Councilors. | would
like to thank each of the councilors from 2014-15 that will not be returning this year as councilors and also
congratulate those that have been elected or reelected. | have included a list of this year's Executive Council
with this memo for your information (Attachment 2).

As recommended by the strategic plan and implemented for the first year in 2013, our Executive Committee now
includes five members. The public relations and outreach coordinator position will be held by Lee Fahrney (lowa
County) and Joe Weiss (Washburn County) will act as historian. Dale Maas (Dodge County) was elected as the
secretary, Larry Bonde (Manitowoc County) was re-elected to vice-chair, and | was honored to be re-elected to
serve another year as Chair.

In closing, | want to reiterate our appreciation for the support of this Board and we look forward to working
closely with you this year on important resource management issues.




2015 DNR Spring Rule Hearings - WCC County Meetings
Summary of Results Statewide by Question

8:21 PM 05/20/2015

No. Votes  Votes Counties Counties Counties Counties Not Congress Recommendation
Question Description Yes No Majority  Approving  Rejecting Tie vote Voting
2015 STATEWIDE ATTENDANCE 4613
1 Expand areas for waterfowl hunting by eliminating concealment requirement within 3 feet 2429 1347  Yes 65 6 1 0 support DNR recommendation to
of shoreline advance
2 |increase possession limit for small game 2350 1605  Yes 59 12 1 0 :gsgzgeDNR recommendation to
3 |Establish a 9:00 a.m. opening time for first day of pheasant season 2789 948 Yes 72 0 0 0 :gsgzrcteDNR recommendation to
4 i(;l:isllstent opening date for spring turkey hunting season to be the third Wednesday in 3074 756 Yes 72 0 0 0 :ngﬂge DNR recommendation to
& |Allow turkey hunting statewide on the day before the traditional 9-day firearm season 2055 1726 Yes 48 20 4 0 :gszg:eDNR fecommendation to
6 lfj]hln:):lez:tt] :rl;e turkey hunting closed period during the traditional 9-day firearm deer season 1932 1825  Ves 46 25 1 0 :3522; DNR recommendation to
7 [Eliminate the trapping hours restrictions 2105 1616  Yes 55 17 0 0 Suppor DNRrecommendation to
8 |Allow the use of spring activated foot cable restraints by trappers 2387 1075  Yes 66 4 2 0 :zsgg:;DNR recommendation to
9 |Modify the standards for construction of cable restraint devices 2016 1391 Yes 60 10 2 :EsgggeDNR recommendation o
10 ﬁlii‘?;i-n;:it\:;t:rf()\vl closed area at Qutagamie Wildlife Area and establ-ish one at Wolf 1600 829 Yes 66 5 1 0 mDNR recommendation to
11 |Trout - inland lake and pond seasons, length limits and daily bag 2941 517 Yes 72 0 0 0 :gsgg:eDNR fecommendation o
12 |Trout - inland stream seasons 2260 1222  Yes 66 5 1 0 :EsgzgteDNR fecommendation to
13 |Trout - inland stream length limits and daily bag 2674 755  Yes 71 0 1 0 Z_‘;—sg_ggeDNR recommendation to
14 |Panfish regulation package 2481 1183  Yes 66 4 2 0 Support DRRrecommendation fo
15 |Changes to fish refuges 1840 1125  Yes 64 6 2 0 Support DRRrecommendation fo
16 |Asian carp definition and transport requirement 3710 127 Yes 72 0 0 0 ZZSEEL;DNR recommendation to
17 Musky season/size limits on Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters and Nemadji River, 2450 667 Yes 72 0 0 0 support DNR recommendation to
Douglas Co. advance
18 |Lake Sturgeon seasons on Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters 1919 988 Yes 68 1 3 0 ::52 sgeDNR recommendation to
19 |Shovelnose sturgeon season on Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters 1804 1024 Yes 62 6 4 0 ::sg?rcteDNR recommendation to
20 |Bass-walleye proposal on lakes in 7 counties 2330 611 Yes 72 0 0 0 mDNR recommendation to
21 |Beaver Lake no minimum length limit for bass 1591 411 Yes 71 0 1 0 :ZSZE;DNR recommendation o
22 |Spillerberg Lake walleye 1 > 14 inches 1419 407  Yes 69 2 1 0 Soppor DRR recommendation to
23 }Jackson, Garden, and Namekagon lakes consistent regulations 1498 241 Yes 69 1 2 0 igs_gsrcteDNR recommendation to
24 JRemoving special regulations - Crooked and Lund lakes bass 1173 456 Yes 62 5 5 0 support DNR recommendafion to

advance

Shaded guestions indicate WCC advisory questions




2015 DNR Spring Rule Hearings - WCC County Meetings
Summary of Results Statewide by Question

8:21 PM 05/20/2015

No. Votes  Votes Counties Counties  Counties Counties Not ¢ongress Recommendation
Question Description Yes No Majority Approving Rejecting Tie vote Voting

25 |Removing special regulations - Muskellunge, Sandbar, and Tomahawk lakes pike 1262 396 Yes 66 5 0 1 ngzggeDNR recommendation to
26 |Long Lake Chain consistent regulations 1225 340 Yes 64 6 1 1 Z_‘é—sgg:eDNR recommendation to
27 |Round Lake bass protected slot 1183 362  Yes 67 3 1 1 :_\:;s'z_g‘rzteDNR recommendation to
28 |Hodge Lake panfish bag limit 1185 424  Yes 62 5 4 1 :ggfgge[’“*‘ recommendation to
29 |Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes, Keyes Lake, and Halscy Lake bass protected slot 1088 373 Yes 66 3 2 1 mDNR recommendation to
30 [Sea Lion Lake and the Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes walleye 3-bag, |8 inches 1116 316 Yes 68 3 0 1 i’;‘:gzgeDNR recommendation fo
31 |Halsey Lake, Sea Lion Lake, and the Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes panfish limit 1044 431  Yes 61 9 1 1 :gsgz:eDNR recommendation to
32 |Lake Ellwood northern pike | > 40 inches 1027 428  Yes 54 11 6 1 igég:;DNR recommendation to
33 |Removing special regulations - Windfall Lake bass 982 447  Yes 61 9 1 1 ig_sgg;DNR recommendation to
34 |Removing special regulations - Franklin Lake walleye 1253 249 Yes 66 3 2 1 ﬁz:eDNR recommendation to
35 |McDermott Lake bass no minimum length limit 1102 267 Yes 66 3 2 1 :gszg:eDNR recommendation to
36 [Turtle-Flambeau Flowage and Trude Lake bass protected slot 1128 346  Yes 62 6 3 1 e g:eDNR recommendation fo
37 [Removing special regulations - Iron County lakes walleye 1009 373  Yes 62 5 4 1 :—ZEE;DNR recommendation o
38 |Removing special regulations - Wilson Lake walleye 1038 323  Yes 62 6 3 1 ﬁzgeDNR recommendation to
39 |Bass no minimum length limit on 10 lakes, Langlade County 1106 340  Yes 64 2 5 1 :ggg:’lgeDNR recommendation fo
40 |Removing special regulations - Peshtigo Flowage pike 997 440  Yes 61 8 2 1 :gggg”ceDNR recommendation to
41 |Archibald, Bass, Boot, Maiden, and Wheeler lakes walleye 3 > 18 inches 1061 378 Yes 63 4 3 2 ﬁEgLZDNR recommendation to
42 |Sunfish limits 976 562 Yes 51 15 5 1 :_l:;(;l)-;a;'g‘r;DNR recommendation to
43 [Julia Lake bass no minimum length limit 1073 261 Yes 66 3 2 1 igegg:eDNR recommendation to
44 |Gunlock and Shishebogama lakes bass protected slot 970 367  Yes 61 8 3 0 ::szsrcteDNR recommendation to
45 [Riley Lake and Twin Lake bass no minimum length limit 1072 256  Yes 64 5 3 0 Suport DRRrecommendafion to
46 |Price County lakes walleye 1 > 14 inches 996 368  Yes 62 7 3 0 :zsgit; DNR recommendation to
47 |Blueberry Lake, Smith Lake, Spider Lake Chain bass no minimum length limit 1076 244  Yes 65 5 2 0 j:g—ggg:eDNR recommendation to
48 {Chippewa Flowage and Quiet Lakes Chain bass 1121 243 Yes 65 5 2 0 :ZszzrcteDNR recommendation to
49 |Lac Courte Oreilles Chain and Round Lake Chain bass 955 319 Yes 60 6 6 0 Zzsgﬁ‘r;te DNR recommendation to
50 |Moose Lake and West Fork Chippewa River walleye 1 > 14 inches 991 285  Yes 64 4 4 0 support DNR recommendation to

advance

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory guestions




2015 DNR Spring Rule Hearings - WCC County Meetings
Summary of Results Statewide by Question

8:21 PM 05/20/2015

No- Question Description V;::S V;*:S Majority Ac;:;)l:rz:/irnsg s:jl:(‘;:::z (':l‘?: :gfes Cﬂl:lf:::’:gNm Gongress Recommendation
51 Spider Lake Chain, Tiger Cat Chain, Mud/Callahn lakes, and the North Fork Chief River 1032 275 Yes 67 2 3 0 support DNR recommendation to
muskellunge advance
52 JRemoving special regulations - Winter Lake and Brunet River walleye 938 296 Yes 64 2 5 1 :Zsz theDNR recommendation to
53 |Removing special regulations - Chippewa Flowage walleye 1088 240 Yes 65 4 3 0 ZESEESEDNR recommendation fo
54 |Shawano Lake walleye 3 > 18 inches 1058 320 Yes 66 4 1 1 MDNR recommendation to
55 |Caroline Pond northem pike 955 276  Yes 64 4 3 1 mf’”"‘ recommendation o
56 |Taylor County lakes bass no minimum length Himit 991 228 Yes 65 5 1 1 iﬁz:eDNR recommendation o
57 |Removing special regulations - Taylor and Price County lakes walleye 970 264 Yes 65 6 0 1 itfz-z:eDNR recommendation to
58 |Osseo Club Pond bass no minimum length limit 918 266 Yes 65 4 2 1 :gs Z g:eDNR recommendation to
59 |Deerskin Lake walleye 3 > 18 inches 954 292 Yes 62 4 5 1 :‘gsgz;[’“" recommendation to
60 |Removing special regulations - Shell Lake bass 902 297 Yes 64 7 1 0 meNR recommendation o
61 [Big Cedar Lake and Gilbert Lake walleye 3 > 18 inches 956 280  Yes 62 7 1 2 :‘gsfg”ceDNR recommendation to
62 [Urban Fishing Program: Weidenbach Park Pond 929 256  Yes 62 6 3 1 Support DNR recommendation to
63 |Nagawieka Lake, Pine Lake, and Pewaukee Lake waileye 3 > 18 inches 996 284 Yes 63 3 4 2 ﬂgﬁ:&DNR recommendation to
64 |Lake LaBelle walleye 1 > 28 inches 828 392  Yes 56 9 6 1 sa'.-zsz_feDNR recommendation o
65 [Lac LaBelle northern pike 1 > 32 inches 932 320  Yes 56 10 6 0 ﬁg;‘e"m recommendation to
66 [Pewaukee Lake northern pike 1 > 32 inches 918 336 Yes 58 8 5 1 Zzszz;teDNR recommendation to
67 Eagle Sprirlg Lake, Lulu Lake, and connecting portions of the Mukwonago River - 932 339 Yes 58 1 3 0 support DNR recommendation to
northern pike 1 > 32 advance

68 {Marion Millpond northern pike 985 270 Yes 62 5 5 0 :gsgg;teDNR recommendation to
69 [Northern pike in Alpine Lake, Waushara County and Sharon Lake, Marquette County 987 257 Yes 67 3 2 0 :gsgggeDNR recommendation to
70 ?e!::iSz::;:;)n: Allow stands/blinds overnight on DNR lands north of Hwy 64 during gun 1814 1687 Yes 45 26 1 0 ngzg:e DNR recommendation to
71 |NRB question: Subdividing bear management zone C 2715 633 Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions




2015 DNR Spring Rule Hearings - WCC County Meetings 8:21 PM 05/20/2015
Summary of Results Statewide by Question

No. Votes  Votes Counties  Counties  Counties Counties Not congress Recommendation
Question Description Yes No Majority  Approving Rejecting Tie vote Voting

2928 800 Yes 71 0 1 0 advance for further consideration
2844 759 Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
2274 1420  Yes 56 14 2 0 advance for further consideration
1530 2041 No 27 45 0 0 reject, no further action
1941 1521 Yes 56 14 2 0 advance for further consideration
1192 2386 No 4 68 0 0 reject, no further action
1760 1882 No 24 42 5 1 advance for further consideration
2532 1303 Yes 63 9 0 0 advance for further consideration
2008 570 Yes 71 1 0 0 advance for further consideration
3039 627 Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
2008 1118  Yes 65 6 1 0 advance for further consideration
1723 1141 Yes 57 13 2 0 advance for further consideration
1770 1400 Yes 52 16 4 0 advance for further consideration
1879 1301 Yes 63 6 3 0 advance for further consideration
1528 1707 No 24 45 3 0 reject, no further action
1960 1487 Yes 42 29 1 0 advance for further consideration
2223 598 Yes 71 1 0 0 advance for further consideration
2048 730 Yes 71 0 1 0 advance for further consideration
3070 525 Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
2953 593 Yes 71 1 0 0 advance for further consideration
2911 695 Yés 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
3004 733 Yes 71 0 1 0 advance for further consideration

| 2393 1240 Yes 58 13 1 0 advance for further consideration
2255 1554  Yes 56 15 1 0 advance for further consideration
1934 1463 Yes 57 12 3 0 advance for further consideration
1847 1548 Yes 54 15 3 0 advance for further consideration

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions
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Question Description

Votes  Votes Counties  Counties  Counties Counties Not Gongress Recommendation
Yes No Majority  Approving Rejecting Tie vote Voting

2442 879 Yes 71 1 0 0 advance for further consideration
2126 661 Yes 69 2 1 0 advance for further consideration
1709 1096  Yes 60 9 3 0 refer back to commities

1878 918 Yes 68 3 1 0 advance for further consideration
1206 1744 No 22 48 2 0 refect, no further action

1939 1333 Yes 60 11 1 0 advance for further consideration
2422 550 Yes 70 2 0 0 advance for further consideration
1889 1137  Yes 53 17 2 0 advance for further consideration
2438 854 Yes 70 1 1 0 ‘advance for further consideration
1505 559 Yes 68 4 0 0 advance for further consideration
1515 1304 Yes 48 22 2 0 advance for further consideration
2476 402 Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
2495 379  Yes 72 0 0 0 advance for further consideration
2354 814 Yes 70 2 0 0 advance for further consideration
1578 1461 Yes 45 23 4 0 advance for further consideration

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions
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