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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. .B 1-.4 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Kettle Moraine State Forest-Southern Unit - Walworth County 

FOit: MAY 201 5 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

S UMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to pu1·chase 88.0 acres of land fro m the Robert W. Krahn Estate for $660,000 
for the Kettle Moraine State Forest-Southern Unit in Walworth County. The Krahn parcel is located on the south end 
of the Sou them Unit in the vicinity of Whi tewater Lake. Currently, the Department owns all abutting property to the 
west and north for total of 4,826 feet of common boundary. Faci lities available to users in the area include; a 65 site 
family campground; a 7 site group campground with a capacity of I 80 people; a pot1ion of the lee Age Trail; nature 
trai ls; 4 picnic areas; 2 boat launches (Wl1itewater Lake and Rice Lake); a swimming beach; and one reservation 
picnic shelter. 

The Kettle Moraine State Forest-Southern Unit was established in 1936 to provide recreational opportunities in the 
southeastern portion of the state and to manage and enhance the natural and scenic values of the Kettle Moraine 
landscape. Attendance figures obtained in 2003 indicated that approximately I ,343,000 people visited the propet1y, 
making it one of Wisconsin's busiest state parks/forests. The population of the region continues to grow as does the 
usage of the recreational fac ilities avai lable in the forest. In 20 14 over 32,550 visitors used Whitewater Lake Beach 
and Picnic area during the period from Memorial Day to Labor Day. The two boat landings facil itated 4,800 
launches during the same period. There were a total of 11,400 camper nights in 201 4, with 40% of the campers 
coming from Illinois. 

The forest master plan, which was approved by the Natural Resources Board in 199 I, calls for a single entrance to be 
created to serve the forest users and provide safe access to the forest facilities. Acquisition of the Krahn parcel will 
allow for relocation of the existing visitor entrance and the construction of a new park road that will provide 
improved access to the beach, boat launching fac ilities, campground and other day-use facilities. The current visitor 
entrance station is located along the town road and provides an unsafe and confusing entrance for visitors. The new 
park road will also offer walking and bicycling access to the recreation facilities from the campgrounds. In addition, 
this new road will reduce traffic on the existing township road that is traveled heavily by local residents. 

This purchase will also allow for relocation of the Ice Age Trail from its current location near the Whitewater 
Campground. A 33 mile segment of the Ice Age Trail passes through this area and is heavily used by day hikers, 
long distance hikers and this segment also hosts two ultra-marathon events each year with over 800 participants. 
Although campers make use of the trai l at its current location, the closeness of the trai I to some of the sites has 
created some conflicts and complain ts. Acquisition of the Krahn parcel will allow for a trail relocation that better 
serves the broad range of users that enjoy this trai l opportunity and the other recreational amenities of the prope11y. 

This parcel contains diverse Kettle Moraine topography resulting in more than a 170 foot difference in elevation 
from high to low. There are four depressions which are currently small fields ranging in size from 3 to 13 acres in 
size. The remainder of the parcel contains more than 50 acres of oak-hickory woodlands on steep slopes. Five one­
half acre kettle potholes and part of a larger five acre wetland complex extending onto Kettle Moraine State Forest 
offer a unique contrast to the steep wooded hillsides found on the property. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of the 88.00 acre Robe11 W. Krahn Estate at the price of $660,000.00 
for the Kettle Moraine State Forest-Southern Unit the in Walworth County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERlALS: 

No [8] Fiscal Estimate Required 
No [8] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes~ Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/May/May-2015-NRB-agenda.html

























