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Item #5.B.1. 

The Department's approach to implementation of a legislative directive to inventory and map Department owned roads 
showing motorized access and how the Department will utilize ecological, economic, and social considerations to develop 
an access plan that engages the public and partners in the process. 

SUMMARY: 

In 2013, in recognition of the increased interest in public motorized access and use on Department owned lands, the 
Legislature enacted Wis. Stat. s. 23.116 that directed the Department as follows: Wis. Stat. s. 23.116(2) "The department 
shall inventory and map all roads that are located on each department property. Each map shall designate which roads are 
open to the public for the use of motorized vehicles and shall state when each road is open or closed for such use." The 
new law further provided under Wis. Stat. s. 23.116(3) that: "For each department property, the department shall work with · 
members of the public, governmental units, and other interested parties to prepare a plan for allowing the public to use 
motorized vehicles on the department property. Ecological, economic, and social criteria shall be considered in preparing 
each plan . Each plan shall include methods for implementing the plan, and each plan shall contain criteria to be used in 
determining when the use of motorized vehicles may be restricted or temporarily prohibited by the department due to 
logging or other activities." 

The purpose of th is informational item is to share the Department's efforts to implement the statute. Specifically share 
progress on: 1) road inventory definitions, road attributes, and systems to map all Department roads; 2) ecological, 
economic and social considerations to be used when evaluating and developing a road access plan; and 3) the process to 
work with members of the public, governmental units and other interested parties in the planning process. 
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