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SUBJECT: Approval of the Northern Highland American Legion State Forest Master Plan Amendment - Camp American 
Legion 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Paul DeLong, Administrator Division of Forestry 

SUMMARY: 

The Department requests approval to amend the master plan for the NHAL State Forest to expand acreage leased by The 
American Legion, Department of Wisconsin to Include an additional 225 acres for exclusive use by veterans at Camp 
American Legion, Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 

Since 1964, the Department has leased 75 acres for Camp American Legion. Prior to 1964 various leases existed with 
one such lease for as much as approximately 300 acres. Camp American Legion has requested an amended lease to 
serve veterans and their families with expanded program opportunities such as handicap accessible trails and hunting. 

The Public was informed of this proposed amendment by statewide news release, direct mail and electronic media. A 
public review and comment period occured from April 9 to May 7, 2015, and an informational public meeting was held in 
Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin on April16. 

The Department concludes that there is ample public support and growing needs by The American Legion to restore the 
Camp's historical leased area to approximately 300 acres. 

The Department requests approval to amend the master plan for the NHAL State Forest to expand acreage leased by The 
American Legion, Department of Wisconsin to include an additional 225 acres, for a total of 300 acres, and to designate 
the leased lands as a "special management area" under NR 44.06(7), Wis. Adm. Code. The lease would specify use of 
such lands is only for registered users of Camp American Legion. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Department requests approval to amend the master plan for the NHAL State Forest to expand 
acreage leased by The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin to include an additional 225 acres and designate as a 
Special Management Area. The amendment calls for exclusive use by veterans, their families and caregivers, at Camp 
American Legion, Lal<e Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 

The Department further concludes that the proposed master plan amendment complies with Chapter 28. Wis. Stats., and 
NR44, Wis. Adm Code and is an equivalent analysis actioin under NR150.20((2)(a)1., Wis. Adm. Code 
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